
 

 

Friday 14th May 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
It has been a while since I last wrote to you with changes we have to make in school.  I must say, 
although the necessary steps we have had to take to keep everyone safe have been at times an 
inconvenience, the pupils and students have adapted really well.  Mask compliance has not been an 
issue, although we all accept that they have some what got in the way of good quality teaching and 
learning. 
 
You will already be aware that the Prime Minister has announced changes to the guidance on face 
coverings. The recommendations state that, with effect from Monday 17th May, pupils and students will 
no longer be required to wear face coverings in classrooms or communal areas in all schools. Face 
coverings will also no longer be recommended for staff in classrooms.  
 
The Government continues to recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in all 
schools in situations outside of classrooms where social distancing is not possible.  Pupils and students 
who wish to continue wearing a mask in school may continue to do so.  
 
The Government has also confirmed that all other protective measures are to remain in place at this 
present time and that all pupils and teachers should continue to regularly test at home using the lateral 
flow tests. These tests should be taken twice a week - we recommend on a Sunday and Wednesday. 
This regular testing will continue to help to find asymptomatic cases where they do occur.  
 
It is important to note that in the guidance it says: “the re-introduction of face coverings for pupils, pupils 
or staff may be advised for a temporary period in response to particular localised outbreaks, including 
variants of concern”. While we hope it will not be necessary, we may need to re-introduce the use of face 
coverings in school if the numbers of Covid-19 positive cases start to increase Havering.  
 
Please note, pupils and students should still have a face covering with them because the Government 
guidance also clearly states that children and young people aged 11 and over must still wear a face 
covering on public transport and if or when they enter a shop.  Also, if local instances of coronavirus 
increase, we may need to revert back to wearing them. 
Life is beginning to feel a lot more positive for a change.  Thank you for your continued support, 
especially during the more challenging times. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 


