
 

 

Friday 16th July 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: Move to remote learning from Monday 19th July 2021 

As you may already be aware, this week we have had a number of pupils and two 

staff test positive for Covid-19.  Due to this we have been left with an almost 

impossible situation with regards to providing a consistent education next week. 

I have also listened to your concerns as parents regarding some of the issues we are 

all facing. 

We have notified Public Health England of our concerns and they have responded 

with the following 

‘Many of the new cases linked to your school will have acquired their infection in the wider 

community including students/staff mixing in friendship groups outside school.  Please 

continue to encourage the school community to abide by all necessary restrictions.’ 

The positive cases we have in school are still relatively low and it is clear we do not 

have an outbreak.  

This afternoon I have taken the decision to close the Year 8, Year 9, Year 10 and 

Year 11 bubbles (remember all pupils recently went up a year).  This means that 

pupils in these year groups will not be returning to school next week. However, our 

Sixth Form students are still required to attend their normal lessons at The Academy. 

This is a decision that has been carefully considered and has not been taken lightly. 

The rationale for this decision is set out below.  

 As of lunchtime today we have had 5 PCR confirmed positive cases, plus 

additional LFT cases and further pupils have called in sick today, since the 

end of last week.  

 Although we are told the spread is occurring within the community, prompt 

action is required to prevent further spread of the virus within the school. 

 We have around 300 pupils self-isolating and a further 150 pupil who have 

another illness or have chosen not to attend or; we anticipate both of these 

numbers will increase. 



 

 

 With such a large number of pupils at home, we are unable to provide the 

same standard of education for all.  Also, a hybrid model is unsustainable for 

my teachers who are unable to provide the same support for pupils working at 

home while teaching those who remain in school. 

 Tuesday is Eid. We have 9 teachers who will be absent for this religious 

observance.  9 additional staff absent plus our other Covid related staff 

absence would mean the need to put smaller classes together and this would 

not be sensible given the current situation.  This would then mean not enough 

teachers to teach the pupils. 

 I have listened to parent concerns and worries. These have ranged from 

keeping their house Covid free while family members wait for operations or 

are otherwise vulnerable to not wanting a planned holiday to be called off. 

 I also have to also be mindful and consider the wellbeing of my staff who 

despite their professionalism, they are also worried should they inadvertently 

become a close contact of a pupil and be forced to self-isolate 

 

Expectations of next week 

 Sixth Form students must attend face to face lessons as normal 

 

 Pupils will need to register online between by 8.45am.  Mr Luck will send an 

email with the link to the pupil school email account.  Pupils need to be signed 

in with their Drapers’ Academy Office 365 account to access the link properly. 

 

 Pupils will need to access remote learning via DPR.  We will endeavour to 

provide live lessons all week.  Links to these will be found within subject 

assignments in DPR.   However, if a member of staff has discretionary leave 

for Eid or is off work with sickness, appropriate work will still be set but not 

accompanied by a live lesson.  

 

 Our remote learning will follow the pupil timetable.  Live lessons are up to 45 

minutes long to enable transition / set-up between lessons.  Next week is 

Week 1 

 



 

 

 The timetable will end after Period 2 on Friday.  There will then be a live 

assembly for each Year group.  A link for this will be sent to the pupil email 

address. 

 
If pupils have any difficulties accessing the remote learning or if there are other 
concerns, please email dpr@drapersacademy.com  
 
Any other concerns please contact admin@drapersacademy.com  
 

Pupils not able to work at home next week 

For families where parents go to work and wish for their son/daughter to come in to 
school, we are able to offer a study room where pupils can access remote learning 
using a school laptop.  This will operate much the same way as the key worker / 
vulnerable group from the lockdowns.  If you wish your child to attend, please email 
admin@drapersacademy.com including your child’s full name so we know who to 
expect.  Please let us know by Sunday evening.  
 
Pupils will need to attend school in full uniform and also bring with them a packed 
lunch as we are unable to provide food next week. 
 

Lateral Flow Tests 

Please continue to test up until Sunday 18th July.  Any positive cases please ring or 

text Drapers’ Academy Covid line on 07904 243356 and leave a message clearly 

stating the pupil’s full name.  Alternatively email admin@drapersacademy.com  

This is important as we will still need to track and trace contacts made on Friday 16th 

July. 

Free School Meals 

Details of how to access a voucher will be sent to families eligible for free school 

meals. 

Pupils currently self-isolating 

I have received reports from concerned parents that they have seen Drapers’ 

Academy pupils out and about in the community.  May I remind you of the 
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requirement for your child to stay in the family home to isolate and not to go out.  

This is currently a government requirement. 

This is certainly not the end of term I anticipated and I very much hope we never 

have to revert to such extreme measures again!!.  I will write to you again next week 

with information regarding the start of the school year in September. 

As ever, thank you for your continued support with what has been a very challenging 

year for all of us. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 
 
 
 
 


