
 

 

Friday 22nd October 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for your continued support with what has been a busy and productive half term.  We 
have tried to ensure that this term started as ‘normal’ as possible.  Pupils and students are 
attending more and more clubs each week and we have had many successful trips including 
drama trips to London’s West End. 
 
We have adopted a pragmatic approach to Covid rules, doing what we can to stay safe but also 
ensuring Covid does not take away our enriched curriculum.   
 
Pupils and students have been working hard to ensure every lesson counts, after all, some have 
gaps to catch up on. 
 
Punctuality and Attendance 
 
The Department for Education stated that attendance in all state-funded schools was 90.0% on 
14 October, up from 89.5% on 30 September.  We were slightly higher at 90.5% during that 
period.  Ofsted expects attendance to be above 95%.  Hopefully we can improve throughout the 
year. 
 
If a pupil / student is absent from school, they are missing out on their learning.  If you are late, 
they are also missing out on their education.  We have high standards at Drapers’ Academy and 
I make no apology for the strict emphasis we have placed on punctuality the past week. 
 
Our punctuality ‘drive’ has highlighted a few issues for us.   
 

 For the vast majority, the issue is the need to get up on time, every day and leave the 

home with enough time to get to school on time.  On Monday, 200+ pupils and students 

arrived after 8.30am.  The majority were between 1 to 10 minutes late.  A small minority 

arriving significantly late, 15-30 minutes.  They had got into a habit of leaving home at the 

last minute.  We are encouraging pupils and students to leave around 10 minutes earlier 

to ensure they will be in school by 8.30am.   

 8.30am has always been the expectation, it is not a new rule.  We have just focused 

more strictly on it to ensure pupils arrive on time.  However, some pupils, students and 

parents have been a bit disgruntled over this.  



 

 

 Some of our pupils / students have very long distances to travel and despite leaving their 

home at 7.00am, they still arrive slightly after 8.30am.  We have asked that those pupils 

and students speak to their Pastoral Manager so that we can make allowances for them. 

 Some of our pupils / students drop siblings off at a Drapers’ MAT school or other local 

schools.  If the child does not attend a breakfast club, they are unable to drop off and be 

in school on time.  These pupils have been issued with a sibling pass and will not be 

penalised for being 5 minutes late. 

 Bus journeys – our biggest issue that is affecting pupils arriving on time are the demands 

place on the buses.  Pupils have reported to us that buses are full, do not stop, drive past 

even when not full etc.  I will again write to TfL, this is something I have continued to do, 

especially the past 18 months.  I urge parents to do the same, please use the following 

link: 

https://tfl.gov.uk/help-and-contact/contact-us-about-buses 
 

 Another issue is the traffic on Settle Road.  Four schools use Settle Road and the 

congestion at the start and the end of the day has become a real issue.  As well as traffic 

delays affecting Dagnam Park Drive and consequently the bus times, vehicles parked on 

the pavement, cars turning in the road, irate drivers accelerating fast when they can etc. 

has become a safety issue for pedestrians. 

The Local Authority have opened up a consultation for local residents and users of the 
road.  I urge all of you to engage in the consultation via this link: 
 
https://consultation.havering.gov.uk/.  Please see attached letter and notes for more 
details. 
 
Please note, the car park that was used as a turning circle is closed.  The car park is 
owned by Havering Local Authority and is in need of repair.  We are unable to open this 
until it is repaired. 
 

A reminder - We have a system to assist you reporting your child’s absence.  It is called 
Studybugs and you can download the app from our website (found in our quick links).  We hope 
this system makes this process easier for you.  
  
               https://studybugs.com/ 
 

https://tfl.gov.uk/help-and-contact/contact-us-about-buses
https://consultation.havering.gov.uk/
https://studybugs.com/


 

 

 
It is an expectation of ours that parents / carers ensure their child is in school each day and on 
time.  We will work with you if there are issues.  A polite telephone call or email is often the best 
way to access this support. 
 
Covid Risk Assessment 

The following measures are in place to help minimise the transmission of Covid-19 
 

 Twice weekly testing – staff, students and pupils.  We regularly distribute test kits.  The 

use of these kits have prevented several Covid positive pupils, students and staff coming 

into school and spreading the virus.  We encourage pupils / students to test Sunday and 

Wednesday evening. 

 Hand sanitisation – to be used on entry to the school and during the day.  Many pupils 

now carry their own. 

 Our day cleaner constantly wipes down surfaces throughout the day. 

 We encourage sensible social distancing i.e. do not speak closely to another person’s 

face. 

 Ventilated rooms – windows and doors are opened regularly to help circulate the air. We 

also have computer controlled ventilation in every room. 

 We have always had a no-touch policy that is strictly enforced. 

I would appreciate it if you could please read through this letter with your child so they 
are aware of the reminders outlined within it. 
 
As ever, thank you for your continued support.  I hope you are able to enjoy some quality time 
with your family over the October half term break.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 


