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22nd July 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you are all well. Wow, what a year that was! As we reach the end of the school year, it is a 
shame that we have finished with all of the school completing online learning.  This was sadly 
unavoidable and even this week we have staff isolating due to being pinged by the NHS app – 
creating a new word in our vocabulary – ‘pingdemic’. 
 
 Planned INSET Days for staff 

 
Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September will go ahead as planned.  School will be closed for all 
pupils and students on these two days. 
 
 
 Staggered start to term (week beginning Monday 6th September)  All pupils are invited to 

come into school to take a Lateral Flow Test with our trained testing team prior to returning to 
school.  Please read the separate letter outlining the timetable for this.  Please read carefully 
and note the arrival times, these must be followed, not earlier and no later please. 

 

 Year 7 will formally start with us on Tuesday 7th September (having tested on Monday 
6th September): Pupils must arrive at 8.30am.    Pupils will receive induction activities 
and specific details will be sent to Year 7 families in due course. They have missed 
out on our usual transition day and therefore need some additional support and guidance 
settling in to their new school, as well as adapting to additional rules concerning Covid-19.   
 

 Year 12 will also start on Tuesday 7th September at 11.00am (having tested at 9.45am 
on this day).  We have planned three days of induction activities.  Subject lessons will 
begin on Thursday 9th September.  Specific details to follow. 
 

 Year 8 return on Thursday 9th September at 9.00am (having tested on Tuesday 7th 
September)  

 

 Year 9 return on Thursday  9th September at 9.30am (having tested on Tuesday 7th 
September)  

 

 Year 10 return on Thursday 9th September at 10.00am (having tested on Tuesday 7th 
September)  
 

 Year 11 will return on Thursday 9th September at 10.20am (having tested on Tuesday 
7th September)  
 

 Year 13 return on Thursday 9th September at 10.00am for testing, followed by an 
assembly starting at 10.45am 
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 The School Day Timings 
 
From Friday 10th September, we will resume the normal start time for school, for all year groups, 
but we will continue with the staggered finish to each school day.  This pattern will be reviewed 
regularly and any necessary changes made accordingly. 
 

Year Arrival time Entrance Form Time 
Starts 

Finish time 

7 8.30am PE Gate 8.40am 3.15pm 

8 8.30am PE Gate 8.40am 3.15pm 

9 8.30am PE Gate 8.40am 3.15pm 

10 8.30am Main Door 8.40am 3.00pm 

11 8.30am Main Door 8.40am 3.00pm 

Sixth Form 8.30am Main Door 8.40am 3.00pm 

 
The school building is open from 8.10am.  Breakfast is available in the Dining Room.  Please note 
that there is now a limit of £8.00 spend per day. 
 
 Travel to school 
 

 Walking / cycling / scooting – The Government are keen to encourage as many people 
who can to walk or cycle or scooter to school.  This has many benefits for health and fitness.  
We have two bike sheds to accommodate many cycles / scooters (please note e-scooters 
are banned from being used to travel to and from school). 
 

 Buses – Pupils and students who travel on buses are still required to wear a face covering.   
 

 Driving – Parents/carers may choose to drive their children to school.  Settle Road 
becomes very congested at peak times and I urge you to drop off and collect away from 
the school.  However, please be mindful of residents and local parking restrictions.   

 
 School Safety   
 

 Hand sanitising – although we have hand sanitising facilities all over the school, we are 
still advising pupils to carry with them a pocket-sized bottle of hand sanitiser.   We ask 
pupils to hand sanitise before entering school each morning and regularly throughout the 
day. 

 

 Tissues – these will be available to support the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it!’ approach.  However, 
pupils are advised to bring their own packet for personal use. 

 

 Water – Pupils should continue to bring in their own bottle of water as fountains are still 
not available for personal use, only refilling. 
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 Equipment 
 

The loaning of equipment, including pens is still not allowed, therefore it is vital that pupils 
organise their bags daily and ensure they have the correct equipment to include pens, 
highlighters, pencils, eraser, ruler, calculator and glue stick.  We will have limited supplies of 
pens and pencils in cases of genuine need and these will be disinfected before donating. 

 
 School Events 

 
Regrettably we had to cancel or postpone many events over the last academic year.  We will 
keep you informed as to our plans according to guidelines given by the Government and the 
Local Authority for the forthcoming year.   

 
 Visitors to the school 

 
Any specific visits will remain by appointment only and will need to be conducted within 
guidelines or online using Zoom. To book an appointment, you must email 
admin@drapersacademy.com with details of your request.  If you do visit the school for an 
appointment, please observe all signage explaining our requests re masks and social 
distancing. 
 

 Uniform 
 
Please visit our website for full uniform details as well as ordering from the school shop, 
Uniform4Kids.  It is the expectation that pupils return in their full school uniform, including plain 
black shoes. 

 
Other than the changes described, we will endeavour to run the school as normal.  Our priorities 
of providing an excellent quality education for all pupils and students have not changed.  We will 
ensure this continues and happens in the safest way possible. 
 
It is a rapidly changing world that we continue to live in and things could change by September.  
As ever, I will update you of any significant changes. If you have any suggestions or concerns 
please let me know by writing to me using the school’s admin email address. 
 
Lastly, a staff update.  We have a few staff moving on to seek different challenges and enhance 
their career.  This term we say goodbye to the following staff: 
 

Name Position 

Mrs S Ahmed Teacher of Maths 

Miss M Behjet Teacher of Maths 

Mrs L Dunn Teacher of Music 

Miss P Miller Teacher of English/Achievement Leader 

Mrs L Morgan Teacher of History/Law 

Mrs K Stanley Teacher of Drama 
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Finally, congratulations to Miss Richardson, Vice Principal who has secured a Headship at a school 
in Hertfordshire.  We wish her well in her new role.   
 
We continue to recruit the best possible staff to positions within Drapers’ Academy.  I am pleased 
to introduce the following new staff to you: 
 

Name Position 

Ms G Dineen Vice Principal 

Miss M Griffin Teacher of PE 

Mr P Latchford Teacher of Geography 

Miss R Mosaheb Teacher of English 

Mr P Roberts Teacher of English/Achievement Leader 

Miss G Taylor Teacher of Music 
Miss N Bryant Teacher of Maths 

Mr A Mundy Teacher of Maths 
Mr A Oldfield Teacher of History 

Miss T O’Connor Teacher of Science 

Miss G Taylor Teacher of Music 

Ms S Foss Learning Support Assistant 

 
The past academic year has probably been the most difficult ever.  I remain pleased that as a 
community we have stuck together and supported one another.  We will continue to do so because 
that is the right thing to do and ultimately the right thing for the young people.  I reiterate my thanks 
to you for your continued support.  I hope that the children and young adults acknowledge all that 
we as parents, carers, grandparents, support staff and teachers have gone through to do our best 
for them.  
 
I wish you all well, stay safe, and have an enjoyable summer break. 

 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 
 


