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9th September 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We express our deepest sympathies for the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  Her unrelenting 
public service to the United Kingdom and to her other realms and territories is unparalleled.  I know that 
you join with us in thanking her for such dedicated service. 
 
Drapers’ Academy will observe the mourning period and continue to support our pupils, students and 
staff.  Our school will continue to function as normal, including any scheduled activities, events and trips.  
We have altered our assembly rota, replacing the upcoming rewards assemblies with a focus on The 
Queen, her life, her passing and her link with The Drapers’ Company.   
 
As you will be aware, Drapers’ Academy was fortunate to be officially opened by Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II on 26th October 2012.  What you may not know is that she was in fact a Draper.  75 years 
ago, the then Princess Elizabeth was made Free of the Company by patrimony on 20th May 1947. Her 
father, the then Duke of York became a Draper 28 years prior, in 1919. The Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Gloucester are also distinguished Drapers. 
 
We are very proud of our connection with Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth II.  Our flag pole is currently 
at half-mast and will continue to be throughout the period of mourning.  However, the flag will return to 
full mast for a 24-hour period beginning at 13:00 BST on Saturday to mark the proclamation of King 
Charles as King, before returning to half-mast.  As per protocol, we have also draped black fabric across 
our paintings and pictures of Her Majesty. 
 
As I write this letter we await Government and Department of Education advice regarding Her Majesty’s 
funeral and if a national holiday is scheduled the school will be closed that day, but outside of this, school 
hours will continue as normal. 
 
If you think your child may be experiencing particular upset due to the passing of Her Majesty The Queen, 
please do let us know so we can provide additional support if needed.  We have a dedicated counsellor 
if the need arises. 
 
I will continue to keep you updated if the situation changes. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 
 


