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20th July 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you are all well and that this week’s mini heatwave was not too debilitating. We got through it, as 
we always do, when challenge comes our way!  In more ways than one this year has been very positive, 
despite living with Covid rules for half of it.  School life is almost back to what we used to call normal.   
 
It was very pleasing to see how resilient our Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students have become by 
demonstrating a really positive and hard-working ethos towards their examinations.  I sincerely hope 
come August, they receive the grades they deserve. 
 
This term, pupils and students across all year groups have experienced various trips including camping 
at Mersea Island, days out at Stubbers Adventure Centre, trips into London and a rewards trip to the 
cinema to name just a few.  Our curriculum is so much more than just what is taught within the classroom.  
Pupils and students have missed experiencing trips so it’s great to see them being able to enjoy 
themselves and have so much fun once again. This has had such a positive impact on our pupils and 
students this term and we will continue to offer many varied and exciting trips in the forthcoming year.  
 
Please see our newsletter for details of all the wonderful events that our pupils and students have 
experienced this year. 
 
 

Important information to note 
 
 Planned INSET Days for staff 

 
School will be closed for all pupils and students on Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2022. 
 
 Staggered start to term for pupils and students (week beginning Monday 5th September) 

 

 Year 7 will start with us on Monday 5th September.  Pupils will receive induction activities and 
specific details will be sent to Year 7 families in due course.    
 

 Year 12 will also start on Monday 5th September at 08.30am.  We have planned induction 
activities during the first few days. Subject lessons will begin on Thursday 6th.  Specific details to 
follow. 
 

 Year 8 return on Tuesday 6th September at 08.30am.  Entry will be via the PE gate  
 

 Year 9 return on Tuesday 6th September at 09.05am.  Entry will be via the PE gate 
 

 Year 10 return on Tuesday 6th September at 09.40am.  Entry will be via the PE gate 
 

 Year 11 & 13 will return on Tuesday 6th September at 10.10am.  Entry will be via the Main doors 
 

 Year 12 also arrive on Tuesday 6th September at 10.10am.  Entry will be via the Main doors 
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 The School Day Timings 
 
From 5th  September, the start and finish times for each year group are outlined below. This pattern will 
be revised during the year and parents will be notified of any changes.   
 

Year Arrival time Finish time 

7, 8, 9 8.30am 
 

Pupils & students arriving after 8.30am will be 
considered late for school and will attend a 

detention that day. 

3.10pm 

10, 11, 2.55pm 

Sixth Form 3.00pm 

 
The school building is open daily from 8.10am to pupils and students (Eligible pupils can attend breakfast 
club in The Oak Centre from 7.40am) . Breakfast (including free porridge for everyone!) is available in 
the Dining Room and Café each day.  Please note, following requests, we have increased the daily 
spend limit to £8.00. 
 
 
 Travel to school 
 

 Walking / cycling / scooting – The Government are keen to encourage as many people who 
can to walk or cycle or scooter to school.  This has many benefits for health and fitness.  We have 
two bike sheds to accommodate many cycles / scooters (please note e-scooters are banned from 
being used to travel to and from school). 
 

 Driving / school streets – Parents/carers may choose to drive their children to school.  However, 
from September there are restrictions daily from 8.00am – 9.00am and 2.30pm – 3.30pm in the 
following roads: 

 

Settle Road 

Oakley Drive 

Sheffield Drive 

Sheffield Gardens 

Mawbery Grove  

 

Fixed penalty notices will be issued by the Local Authority if you enter these roads during these 

time. Therefore, please ensure your children are dropped off outside of these areas with enough 

time for them to arrive at school by 8.30am. Please be mindful of our neighbours and observe all 

local restrictions when dropping off or collecting your child. 

 

A short walk from a local road will not only have health benefits for your child but also save on your 

journey time too. 

 

For further information please click here for the letter we sent to parents/carers last month. 

 

https://drapers-academy.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Drapers-School-Streets-Letter-comms.pdf?t=1658322450
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 Attendance 
 
It is imperative that pupils and students attend every day. Holidays during term time are not 
authorised and fixed penalty notices to parents / carers will be issued. Any pupil or student who does 
not attend school for 10 days or more will be below 94% attendance across the academic year and 
will have missed over 50 hours of learning. Please support us in aiming for higher attendance. 
 
In regards to holiday requests, it is extremely rare that such requests are authorised.  All parents / 
carers requesting such leave of absence will require a meeting with Mrs Monk, the Vice Principal. 
 
 

 Equipment 
 

It is vital that pupils organise their bags daily and ensure they have the correct equipment to include 
pens, highlighters, pencils, eraser, ruler, calculator and glue stick. Our equipment shop is open in 
the library each day from 8.10am – 8.40am if pupils wish to purchase equipment.  

 
 

 Uniform 
 
Please visit our website for full uniform details as well as ordering from the school shop, 
Uniform4Kids.  It is the expectation that pupils return in their full school uniform, including plain black 
shoes.  Pupils should also always bring a school bag.  Coats must be plain dark blue or black 
with no prominent graphics or logos. The school uniform shop will be at the Academy during August 
on the following dates; Wednesday 3rd August and Wednesday 31st August. 
 
 

Lastly, a staff update.  We have a few staff moving on to seek different challenges and enhance their 
career or to relocate.  I would like to thank them for all their contributions at the school and wish them 
every success for the future.  This term we say goodbye to the following staff: 
 

Name Position 

Miss L Adamcikova Teacher of MFL 

Mr P Archer Teacher of English 

Miss F Butterfield Teacher of Geography/ Achievement Leader 

Mr L Hayden Teacher of Science 

Miss E Hill Teacher of Psychology  

Miss J Hassan Cover Supervisor / LSA / Drama Teacher 

Miss M Hussein Teacher of Sociology / Deputy Head of SENCo 

Mrs R Kanabar Teacher of Art 

Miss Y Lam Academic Mentor / Tutoring Programme 

Mr N Pegg Teacher Maths / Head of Faculty   

Miss F Simpson Teacher of English 

Mr R Zaman Teacher of English / Law 
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Mr Pegg was appointed in January 2007 as Deputy Lead for Maths at the predecessor school known 
then as Kingswood School.  He was soon promoted to Head of Maths and has led the maths faculty 
since. He ensured that pupils and students under his watch were able to flourish with their mathematical 
abilities.  Mr Pegg will be retiring at the end of term although we hope to see him return to assist our 
pupils and students in the future.  We thank him for his commitment and dedication to our pupils, students 
and staff alike. 
 
 
We continue to recruit the best possible staff to positions within Drapers’ Academy.  I am pleased to 
introduce the following new staff to you: 
 

Name Position 

Miss M Behjet Head of Maths Faculty 

Mr N Farrell Teacher of English  

Miss A Hafeez Teacher of Science 

Miss A Knight STEM Lead in Science 

Mr B Lawrence Teacher of English 

Mr C Luziani Teacher of MFL 

Miss M Mendonca Teacher of Psychology/Sociology 

Mrs V Mistry Teacher of Geography 

Miss A Oyebola Teacher of Psychology/Sociology 

 
We also welcome back Mrs Stringer-Ruff after her maternity leave.  She will resume her Year 
Achievement Leader post overseeing Year 7. 
 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all parents and carers for your continued 
support this year.  
 
I wish you all well, stay safe, and have an enjoyable summer break. 

 
With very best wishes 
 

 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 
 


