
 

 

14th December 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the end of term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the  
continued support you have given us and your children and ensuring they attend school 
regularly and on-time. Given the amount of school time that has been missed over the 
past 20 months or so we made it our priority this term to ensure classroom learning was 
maximised. 
 
I am also writing to you to share our arrangements for our return to school in January 
following updated guidance from the government, as the country increases restrictions 
following the concerns around the Omicron variant. 
 
Behaviour in Lessons 
 
Behaviour in lessons and around school is very good.  The vast majority of our pupils do 
the right thing and their behaviour is impeccable.  However, a minority do not and during 
this last half term, we have adapted our behaviour systems to be more consistent with 
how we challenge behaviour that disrupts learning.   
 

 If a pupil has disrupted a lesson and was withdrawn from class during period 1 to 
4, they receive a 50 minute detention that day.  If the withdrawal happens during 
period 5, the detention is set for the following day.  Although legally we do not 
have to inform parents of such a detention, we feel it is the right thing to do.  We 
communicate this to you via a text message.  

 

 If a pupil refuses to attend and walks out of school, they are suspended (what was 
previously known as excluded) for a day.  We then expect a parent/carer to attend 
a post suspension meeting to discuss the pupil’s negative behaviour.  The pupil 
will complete their detention on the day they return. 

 

 If a pupil is withdrawn from 2 lessons, they will spend a day in the ‘Reflection 
Room’.  This is a school based exclusion and recorded on their record as a high 
level sanction. 

 
We have made this necessary change in order for teachers to be able to teach 
uninterrupted lessons.  We have altered our long term schemes of learning to focus on 



 

 

the fundamentals of our curriculum to ensure pupils are ready for their GCSEs.  We 
cannot afford to have wasted learning time. 
 
From January, there will be further changes following a significant review undertaken this 
past half term.  You will receive a letter during the first week back, outlining the specifics 
of these changes. 
 
I make no apology for the high standards we expect at Drapers’ Academy and the 
sanctions we use when pupils do not adhere to them. 
 
Equipment 
 
There is an expectation that all pupils bring to school with them the correct equipment for 
school so that they are ‘Ready to Learn’.  They must have a suitably sized school bag.  If 
you are seeking ideas for additional Christmas presents for your child, a fully loaded 
pencil case would be great!  (Pencil case containing the minimum of, black pens, pencils, 
ruler, eraser and Casio calculator).   
 
Regular equipment checks will be made by Form Tutors.  Failure to bring equipment will 
mean a 20 minute ‘Ready to Learn’ detention. For those without equipment, they will 
have to purchase items from the school shop if they wish to avoid a detention. 
 
Covid-19 Updates 
 
The government has issued specific advice and guidance for parents and carers which 
can be found using this link: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-
about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak 
 
The key messages from this guidance are:  
 
 nationally, education and childcare settings are open, and attendance is mandatory 

(for schools)  
 over the holidays, staff, secondary students and college students should continue to 

test regularly if they are attending settings that remain open  
 secondary schools and colleges have been asked to prepare for on-site testing at the 

beginning of the spring term  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


 

 

 face coverings are advised for students, staff and visitors in communal areas and in 
classrooms if advised to do so by Public Health officials in outbreak situations  

 
We will continue to respond to any changes in government guidance as they arise. 
 
Our changes / reminders: 
 

 Face Masks – all members of school, except those exempt, have to wear a mask 
while in the communal areas of the building.  Thank you for providing your child with 
a face mask.  We will continue to hand out masks to those who forget to bring one 
to school.  If your child uses a bus, they must also wear a mask while on board. 
 

 Testing   
 
o It is crucial that members of the school community (pupils, students and staff) 

test twice per week.  This will help to minimise the virus entering the school.   
 

o New government guidelines stipulate that if you become a close contact of 
someone with Covid-19 and have been fully vaccinated, you should take a lateral 
flow test (LFT) every day for 7 days.  We have test packs ready for collection if 
this is necessary. 
 

o Return to school.  Every pupil and student will be tested prior to their return to 
school in January.  Please see how we are staggering the start back to school at 
the end of this letter. 

 

 Vaccines 
 
On the 14th December we were informed that 12 to 15 year olds will be offered a 
second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid 19 vaccine in school.  We have no 
further information at this stage. 
 
Over the Christmas holidays, parents can already book first vaccinations for their 
child, if aged 12 or over, through the NHS booking system. Second doses will be 
available for eligible children by Monday 20th December. 
 
Further information on vaccination for 12 to 15 year olds is available on the NHS 
website.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/?utm_source=14%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine-for-children-aged-12-to-15/?utm_source=14%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

 Visitors 
 

Due to the current situation regarding the Omicron variant, we are limiting face to face 
meetings and preferring to use phone or Zoom calls.  If you do have a meeting in school, 
you will be expected to wear a mask.  The meeting will be conducted in front of a screen 
or at distance to ensure social distancing.  We will monitor this carefully and follow 
government advice accordingly. 
 
 
Staff Leavers 
 
This term we have one member of staff leaving, we would like to say thank you and 
goodbye to Ms Ager – Teacher of Psychology and Deputy Head of Sixth Form. We wish 
her well for the future and thank her for all her contributions to the school including being 
a previous Head of House as well as her contributions to help establish our Sixth Form. 
 
     
Last Day of Term – Friday 17th December 2021 
 
As noted in a previous letter 
 
Christmas Jumper – Charity Event 
 
All pupils, students and staff are invited to participate in this Christmas Jumper Day. Entry 
will cost £1 and will be collected at the start of the school day. All monies raised will go 
towards our local charity, St Francis Hospice. 
 
ALL pupils are expected to wear full uniform (there are no exceptions).  Those wishing to 
wear a Christmas jumper will be permitted to take off their blazer.  
 
 
  



 

 

Early finish 
 
As usual, the school will close early on Friday 17th December. Pupils and students will 
have lessons Period 1 and Period 2, an extended break, followed by a celebration 
assembly (within their form rooms). They will then be dismissed as follows: 
 

 Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 12.00pm 

 Years 7, 8 and 9  12.15pm 
 
Food will be available to pupils before school and during the extended break time. 
 
 
Testing and Staggered start to the Spring Term 
 
Due to the government requirement to test pupils and students following the Christmas 
holiday, we need to stagger the return of pupils in order for us to achieve this.  This 
approach is designed to break chains of transmission in education settings after the 
Christmas holidays when pupils and students may have been mixing with different 
people. 
 
The Department for Education have also asked that schools encourage students to 
continue twice-weekly testing at home during the spring term, following the initial on-site 
test. All the education workforce should continue to test – twice-weekly at home – on 
return in the spring term. On Wednesday 1st December, pupils and students were 
provided with enough tests to get them through until Christmas.  Should however they 
need another box, pupils can collect from the main office.  
 
Testing schedule 
 
The following two dates are when testing in school will occur.  Your child’s specific 
timeslot will be sent to you in due course: 
 
Tuesday 4th January 
 
Sixth Form testing  9.45am – 10.45am 
Year 11 testing  10.45am – 11.45am 
Year 10 testing  12.00pm – 1.00pm 
Year 9 testing  2.00pm – 3.00pm 
 



 

 

Wednesday 5th January 
 
Year 7 testing  8.45am – 9.45am 
Year 8 testing  9.45am – 10.45am 
 
Parents will only be contacted if the result is positive. Following a negative result from the 
lateral flow test, pupils and students return to school on the following days.  
 

Return to school schedule 
 

Please note the specific date and time your child should return to school, when they 
arrive they must go straight to their form room. 
 
Wednesday 5th January 
 
Year 9 return   8.30am 
Year 10 return  9.10am 
Year 11 return  9.50am 
Sixth Form return  10.30am 
 
Thursday 6th January 
 
Year 7 to arrive at  8.30am 
Year 8 to arrive at  9.10am 
 
Year 9  to arrive at  9.45am 
Year 10 to arrive at  9.45am 
Year 11 to arrive at  9.45am 
Sixth Form to arrive at 9.45am 
 
By Thursday 10.00am, school will be operating at normal times.  
 
 
  



 

 

Revised dismissal times 
 
Over the past term,  Year 11 and 10 lessons finished at 3.00pm and Years 7, 8 and 9 at 
3.15pm.  From Wednesday 5th January, the end of day times will be as follows: 
 
Years 7, 8 & 9 2.55pm 
Sixth Form  3.00pm 
Years 10 & 11 3.10pm 
 
Due to bus availability, we have amended our timings by 5 minutes as well as swapping 
over Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 3. 
 
I appreciate that this is a complex and somewhat mammoth letter and I appreciate your 
time going through this with your child. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all the very best for the festive 
season and a safe and Happy 2022.  Stay safe! 
  
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 
  



 

 

Appendix 1 
 
A grid showing the return dates and times for each year group.   This information is the 
same as in the letter.  Some of us find it easier to read from a table, others prefer a list  
 

Year Group Sixth Form 11 10 9 8 7 

Test  
Date 

Tuesday 4th January Wednesday 5th January 

Test Time 
slot 

09.45 – 10.45 10.45 – 11.45 12.00 – 13.00 14.00 – 15.00 09.45 – 10.45 08.45 - 09.45 

First Day of 
Term 

Wednesday 5th January Thursday 6th January 

First Day  
arrival 
time* 

10.30am 09.50 09.10 08.30 09.10 08.30 

Second 
Day of 
Term 

Thursday 6th January Friday 7th January 

Second 
Day arrival 
time* 

09.45** 08.30 08.30 

 
 
*On arrival for the first and second day of term, pupils are to go straight to their form 
room. 
 
**Please note, on Thursday 6th January, Years 9 – 13 arrive later than the normal day at 
09.45am and go straight to their form room. 
 
For those pupils dropping off siblings at local schools or coming into school with siblings, 
they may wait in the library until they need to attend their Form time. 
 


