
 

 

Wednesday 30th March 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  It has been great to be writing to you at the end of a term and 
not having to include a complex timetable of testing for you to fathom out and ensure your 
children arrive at the correct time and correct day!!!  Where have the past two years gone?  
Much has changed over this time but now we are re-establishing the school as it was before.  
 
In the summer term we look forward to having our major events such as sports day, Year 7 trip 
to Mersea, Year 8 and 9 trip to Stubbers Outdoor Activity Centre, Sports Awards Evening and 
the Year 11 Leavers Ball to name but a few.   
 
We also have a significant focus on our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils as they prepare for their 
forthcoming GCSE and A Level examinations.  Pupils and students in these year groups must 
ensure they plan out their revision over the two weeks of the holiday.  This may also include 
attending revision sessions in school. 
 
 
Living with Covid 
 

 Face Masks  
 
There is no longer a requirement for pupils and students to wear facemasks.  However, a small 
number of pupils and students do continue to wear masks in school.  Next term we will discuss 
the reasons for this with each individual to ensure there are no underlying mental health issues 
(worries and concerns) that the individual may have. 
 

 Hand sanitisers 
 

We will continue to provide these around our building because we feel they are a good 
additional hygiene measure to have, irrespective of Covid. 

 Tests  

The Government have announced access to free tests will cease after 1st April.  Free PCR 
tests, for those with Covid-19 symptoms, are also being removed from April, except for certain  
risk groups, with details to be announced from the Government.  Anyone with symptoms of 



 

 

Covid-19 is no longer required to either test or self-isolate. Any Covid related absence continues 
to count towards a pupil or students sickness absence. 
 

Further details of the Government’s ‘Living with Covid-19’ can be found here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19  

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Through no fault of their own, children have missed too much education over the past two 
years.  Therefore it is as important as ever that they attend every day.  Punctuality is as 
important as attendance.  If you are late, you have missed something.  Besides, if you are 
frequently late to work you may get sacked.  We have a responsibility to educate children of the 
importance of punctuality.  Pupils and students must arrive to school by 8.30am and will be 
sanctioned with a detention if they do not.  It is you and your child’s responsibility to get to 
school on time. 
 
 
Olive Dining 
 
From Monday 25th April, pupils and students will have to eat their main meal on a plate within 
the dining area.  During the pandemic, we used disposable boxes to assist with social 
distancing and as there is no longer a need for this, main meals will not be available for take-
away.  This will also help to keep costs down as well as being beneficial for the environment.  
We will continue to work with Olive to explore ways to reduce waste even further. 
 
As of Monday 25th April, pupils will have to use their thumb/finger print for purchases.  PIN 
numbers will no longer be able to be used.  This will help us speed up the queues and also 
ensure the correct pupil is charged for their food. 
 
 
Negative behaviour and social media issues 
 
I have written in previous letters concerns we have regarding negative behaviour on social 
media and how this has a negative impact in school.  In the worst instances this term, 
arguments that happened online over a weekend have twice resulted in pupils assaulting one 
another.  This behaviour is totally unacceptable and could result in your child being expelled 
from school.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19


 

 

As part of our PSHE curriculum, we teach the pupils about online safety and appropriate use of 
the internet (including social media).  However, we do not purchase the mobile devices and we 
ask that parents and carers take some time to ensure their child uses social media and other 
online media appropriately.   
 
The following link provides parents with 10 tips for talking to your child about the use of social 
media and the internet.  I urge you to please have a read. 
 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/social-media/ 
 
 

 Mobile phone policy 
 
Since the pandemic, we have had to deal with an exponential number of mobile phone related 
issues.  Pupils and students have become far too dependent on these devices.  Due to this, 
next term we will be revising our mobile phone policy.  I will be writing to parents and carers 
once we have made the relevant updates. 
 
The current rules are quite clear.  Phones are to be switched off and out of sight at all times.  
Pupils who have their phones out will have them confiscated.  Repeat offenders will have their 
phone confiscated for 5 school days on the second occasion and 20 school days if there is a 
third instance. 
 
Pupils videoing incidents and posting online will be suspended from school.  Online bullying will 
not be tolerated and could result in being internally excluded or suspended from school.  
Serious incidents may result in expulsion from school (permanently excluded). Our Safer 
Schools Officer, PC Hopkins, will also be informed. 
 
 
Uniform 
 
We pride ourselves on our high standards of uniform.  The two week break should give you time 
to update any missing items.  Pastoral Manager’s should be informed in writing of any uniform 
related issues.  Details of our uniform requirements can be found here  
 
https://www.drapersacademy.com/111/uniform  
 
As well as uniform, this is a good opportunity to replenish your child’s stationary.  
 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/social-media/
https://www.drapersacademy.com/111/uniform


 

 

New Bus Route 
 
In case you have not already heard, I am pleased to inform you that the 497 route has been 
extended.  We hope this improves overcrowding as well as the frequency of buses for our 
community and help with punctuality too! Further information can be found here 
 
https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/bus-route-497 
 
Staff update 
 
One member of staff is leaving us at the end of this week.  Mr Butler (Geography) started with 
us at the beginning of the pandemic, not meeting his classes in person for a whole term!  I 
would like to thank Mr Butler for his contributions to Geography and wish him good luck in is 
promotion to Head of Geography at his new school.   
 
We welcome to our school, Mr Burke, who will replace Mr Butler. 
 
We welcome back from maternity, Mrs Winn (PE) and Mrs Castellani (Maths). 
 
Arrangements for the last day of term – Friday 1st April 2022 
 
There will be staggered finish times as follows: 
 
  Year 7   1.00pm 

Year 8   1.05pm 
Year 9   1.10pm 
Year 10  1.15pm 
Year 11/12/13 1.20pm  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. I wish you and your 
family a safe and enjoyable Easter break.  School resumes Tuesday 19th April at 8.30am for all 
pupil and students.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 

https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/bus-route-497

