
 

 

Thursday 17th June 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we move into the last half term, our focus now turns to next year.  Even though 
we have to adapt to on-going Covid measures, we remain focussed on the education 
of our pupils and students.  This letter has some important points for parents/carers 
and their children to be aware of.  Please take the time to read through with your 
child. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
 
Thank you for continuing to ensure your son / daughter takes a test twice per week.  
We have been advised by the Local Authority and the Department for Education to 
remind parents of the importance of continuing with this approach.   
 
The LA have asked me to pass on the following statement: 
 
We have had some reports that parents/children are completing LFD tests if they are 
symptomatic, please remind parents that if anyone in the household has ANY of the 
symptoms of COVID-19, they need to have a PCR test as these tests are more 
accurate in determining if a person has the virus or is infectious. PCR tests will also 
identify if the positive case is a variant of concern. Havering LA. 
 
From our records we had 2 pupils and 1 member of staff initially test positive with a 
lateral flow test but fortunately the confirmatory PCR test came back negative. 
 
Nationally cases are rising due to the ‘Delta’ variant hence the importance of 
continued testing to add a layer of safety to our school community. 
IMPORTANT – I have been asked by Public Health to remind parents that ALL test 
results must be reported, even if negative.  You can report here: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
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Buses 
 
A reminder that anyone over the age of 11 must wear a mask while travelling on a 
bus.  Advice is to walk whenever possible, there are also obvious health gains with 
walking. 
 
#doingmybit 
 
As mentioned in previous letters, Havering LA’s strategy to support and keep us safe 
is called #doingmybit.  Hopefully you will have seen signs up in the community 
reminding us of the expectations and how we can continue to keep each other safe.  
Further details can be found here: https://www.havering.gov.uk/doingmybit  
 
Timetable change 
 
From Monday 21st June, we will be starting the 2021-2022 timetable early.  This 
means that each year group will move up to the next year.  We have done this so 
that Year 9s can start their GCSE options subjects earlier.  The additional teaching 
time for these subjects will hopefully enable them to be fully prepared for their GCSE 
exams in 2 years’ time. 
 
For other year groups we will continue to identify any skills or knowledge gaps and 
make appropriate provision for them. 
 
We have also introduced Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
(PSHEE).  This area of the curriculum will enable us more teaching  time to focus on 
issues such as mental health and wellbeing, an issue that unfortunately has become 
more prevalent in young people since the Covid-19 pandemic.   In order to factor this 
into the timetable we have needed to expand to a 2 week timetable.  This means we 
will have a Week 1 and a Week 2 alternating throughout the year.  Pupils, students, 
staff and parents will need to adapt to this and be organised for each day in the 10 
day cycle. 
 
Revised school times 
Start of the day 
 
Since September we have operated a staggered start to the day.  This meant we 
could not factor in regular tutor time or assemblies.  We adapted how we 
communicated messages to pupils but this could not replace face to face tutoring.   
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From Monday 21st June we will be reinstating tutor time.  Our Covid-19 risk 
assessment covers us to do this in a safe manner.  We also have almost 300 less 
pupils attending school due to Year 11 & 13 having left. 
 
From Monday 21st June,  pupils and students must arrive at school by 8.30am.  
The school will be open from 8.10am for pupils who wish to buy breakfast.  Our new 
menu from Olive Dining will have a varied choice of cooked and cold options 
available. 
 
Tutor Period begins promptly at 8.40am.  All pupils must be at their tutor room by 
this time. 
 
Entry to the school in the morning 
 
PE gates –Year 8 and Year 9 
Main entrance –Year 10, Year 11 and Year 13 
(please note, pupils move up a year, Year 7 will now be called Year 8 and so on) 
 
End of the day 
 
To avoid congestion in Settle Road and at the bus stops, we will continue to stagger 
the exit of pupils at the end of the school day. 
 
Pupil Exit Times 
2.50pm – Year 8  
3.00pm – Year 9 
3.10pm – Year 10 
3.20pm – Year 11 
 
Masks 
 
We still expect pupils and students to carry a mask in their blazer or bag.  Masks 
should be worn in areas of congestion and when mixing of bubbles is unavoidable 
e.g. while lining up beside a classroom that has an internal entrance.  Some 
discretion is required with this and therefore we ask that pupils and students have 
their masks with them all of the time.  We will be enforcing this from Monday so 
please ensure your child has a mask. 
 
 



 

 

Uniform 
 
Over the past week or so, we had a purge on uniform, equipment and masks.  Smart 
uniform is one of our strict standards, something families sign up to when they want 
their child to come to us.  Thank you for your support with ensuring your child 
attends school dressed properly.  This consistency has a positive knock on affect to 
other aspects of school life, hence why we are so strict with it.  
 
The governments extension to Step 3 of the roadmap out of lockdown announced on 
Monday 14th June is a serious reminder that we are not out of this pandemic yet.  As 
a school we will continue with a robust approach to our Covid-19 rules in order to 
maximise the safety of our school community.  As ever, thank you for your continued 
support and understanding. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr Darren Luckhurst 
Principal 
 
 
 
 


