
 

 

18th October 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
Year 11 GCSE Preparation 
 
I am writing to communicate our plans for Year 11 pupils over the coming weeks and months, in the run 
up to GCSE Exams, beginning in May 2023. I apologise for its length, but I wanted to communicate as 
much of this information as possible.  
 
Following our excellent set of results for last year’s Year 11 pupils, we want to ensure we build upon this 
success with our new Year 11 cohort.  Pupils are fortunate to have a dedicated team of teachers, Heads 
of Faculty, and a Year Leadership Team (YLT), to support and guide them throughout the year.  
 
Year 11 Mock Exams – Monday 7th November – Friday 18th November 2023. 
 
Year 11 pupils will be sitting mock exams in the Sports Hall during these two weeks.  As with the Summer 
exams, the two weeks are designed to give pupils a further opportunity to demonstrate their ability in 
their chosen subjects, to sit exams in their full range of subjects, and to give teachers and the YLT the 
necessary information to support pupils.  In addition to this, Year 11 pupils will continue to develop their 
revision skills, with the use of techniques shared in school, and revision websites such as Seneca 
Learning and SAM Learning. 
 
The Mock Exam timetable will be shared with all pupils once finalised – this will be before the October 
Half-Term.  However, teachers and Heads of Faculty will already have communicated plans with Year 
11 pupils on what papers they will sit, and what needs to be revised. If you would like some more 
information, please contact myself (aluck@drapersacademy.com), or the Year Leadership team.  
 
Compulsory Revision Monday 17th October – Wednesday 3rd November  
 
To support pupils in their Mock Exam preparation, we are delighted that our Science, Maths and English 
teams will be putting on extra exam prep for the upcoming Mock Exam series. We have stated that this 
revision is compulsory - all pupils will be expected to attend.  If pupils do not attend, this will be followed 
up by the YLT.  Pupils should go to these faculty areas on the afternoon of their revision.  Teaching staff 
will also communicate locations for these sessions during lesson time.   
 
Monday – English 
 
Tuesday – Maths 
 
Wednesday - Science 
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Seneca Learning and Independent Revision 
 
As mentioned above, we are delighted to tell you that all pupils in Year 11 now have access to Seneca 
premium.  Seneca premium is a fantastic resource that is proven to boost exam grades.  It was developed 
with the cognitive science behind learning in mind, and has been used in school for years to improve 
pupil attainment. 
 
The Year Leadership Team will be sharing log-in details with pupils during the next week or so, before 
half-term.  A letter will also go home to parents with log-in details and how to connect your account to 
your child’s – this will allow you to get instant feedback on how much revision your child is completing. 
 
Seneca will form a specific part of your child’s independent revision and preparation for both Mock Exams 
and the actual exams taking place next Summer.  However, this should also include the production of 
other revision materials such as flashcards, the completion of past exams papers, and more. Please find 
the list of qualification and exam boards below in order to support you and the pupils in preparing for 
exams. 
 

Subject Exam Board 

English Language and Literature AQA 

Maths Edexcel (Pearson) 

Science AQA 

RE AQA 

Design and Technology  AQA 

Business Studies OCR 

French and German Edexcel (Pearson) 

History  Edexcel (Pearson) 

Geography AQA 

Catering WJEC 

IT OCR 

Child Development OCR 

 
As you may be aware, the library is open after school for all Year 11 pupils from 3.00 – 5.00pm. Many 
pupils make use of these facilities, and use it extremely effectively.  We would like to encourage as many 
pupils to stay behind and make use of the free WiFi, desk space, teacher support and sometimes treats 
during this time. 
 

  



 

 

Finally, FROG has a huge bank of revision resources for pupils to access. In addition, we have a 
dedicated page to suppor our Year 11 pupils (https://www.drapersacademy.com/523/year-11-exams).  
 
Intervention 
 
Lesson attendance and punctuality is the key element to success in GCSEs.  However, we understand 
that sometimes pupils require some extra support.  This will only ever be a ‘light touch’ in terms of a 
boost in attainment, primarily due to the limited time and resources available.  However, at Drapers’ 
Academy we are creative with how we support pupils, both in and out of class, and we are able to offer 
some extra support. Parents/carers will be made aware of available intervention by myself, the YLT or 
faculty leaders.  Some of these have already begun, and pupils are already reaping the benefits. 
 
Online Tuition 
 
As part of the government’s ongoing Covid Catch Up Strategy, we are able to offer some online tuition 
to pupils.  These sessions would take place in the pupils’ own time, on subjects of their choice.  If you 
would like to register your child’s interest, please complete the form using the link below.  If you have 
any questions, or would like to discuss further, please contact aluck@drapersacademy.com.  Please 
note, there is limited capacity for tuition, so please sign up as soon as possible. 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=g0e2b2rxMEaEevqu8X4fr3bADR0guXVElvRC
QJGYxYJUNjRKVjA2STUyVDNCQU05UzBEWlRKMEwzVi4u  
 
How is my child doing? 
 
Once again, DPR is the primary tool by which you can track your child’s attainment and progress.  Each 
subject is mapped using KOs (Knowledge Objectives) which break the subject down into smaller 
sections.  Pupils are then graded accordingly. A guide on how to use DPR can be found on our website. 
 
If you would like log-in information, please email DrapersDPR@drapersacademy.com   
 
I would like to discuss my child’s progress 
 
If you would like an update on your child’s academic progress, please feel free to email either myself 
(aluck@drapersacademy.com) or Mr Roberts, Year Achievement Leader  
(proberts@drapersacademy.com).   Mrs Harper, our Pastoral Manager, is also available to support with 
any other concerns you may have (dharper@drapersacademy.com). We are happy to communicate by 
email, over the phone, or in a face-to-face meeting. 
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My child doesn’t know what they would like to do after Year 11 
 
Our careers hub actively engage with the Year 11 pupils to ensure they have the necessary information 
to make an informed choice about what they would like to do post-GCSEs.  If you would like more 
information and support regarding careers, please email one of the members of staff above and we can 
help coordinate this support. 
 
My child would like to join our Sixth Form 
 
Over the past 10 years, our Sixth From has grown into a highly successful and popular establishment to 
study for A Levels.  The ambition of our pupils and staff is reflected in our current university applications 
for this year; over 10% of the current Year 13 have applied to Oxford, Cambridge and medicine.  We 
only have 100 places but give priority to the Year 11 pupils at the Academy.  If you are interested in 
taking A Levels, please ensure you attend the Drapers’ Academy Sixth Form Open Evening on Monday 
28th November from 6pm until 8pm.  A letter containing more information regarding Open Evening will 
be sent out after the October Half-Term by the Sixth Form team. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr Luck 
Assistant Vice Principal 


