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Deciding what to do after GCSE’s, where you should go and what you should 
study, is a complex and important task.  Choosing the right institution to suit your 
needs is as important as selecting the right courses. The Sixth Form at Drapers’ 
Academy offers a range of courses, excellent teaching and a team of highly skilled 
tutors who support our students. We are very proud of the personalised service we 
offer to all our students, whether they are applying for university, training through 
apprenticeships or seeking employment. 

The support from our sponsors, The Drapers’ Company and Queen Mary University of 
London, makes us unique. They provide incredible opportunities for our students, from 
work guidance at the BBC to shadowing with barristers in Chambers. Also on offer to all 
Drapers’ Academy Sixth Form students is a guaranteed place at Queen Mary, provided 
the entry requirements are met. We are launching a new programme with the Drapers’ 
Company where they will mentor 25 students through their A Level studies.  

We work hard to promote a wealth of enrichment activities and opportunities for 
all students to develop their life skills in preparation for the real world. We actively 
encourage the students to establish their own clubs and societies such as Amnesty 
International and you may find yourself building Santa’s Grotto for the Christmas 
Fayre or organising the annual Drapers’ Got Talent show.

You will find that life as a Sixth Former is very different from your life in school up to 
this stage. You will be treated as an adult and that means having increased freedom 
and more responsibility for organising your own work. This does not, of course, 
mean that we are not concerned about your progress - far from it.  We are proud 
of the quality of the teaching in Sixth Form classes.  Your tutor will regularly discuss 
your academic progress with you in order to ensure we maximise your achievements 
during your time with us.

We spend a great deal of time assisting students with their career choice. A 
dedicated in-school careers advisor supports our pastoral team with this. The 
nature of our relationships here is such that the advice you are given will be from 
people who know you well and have a genuine interest in ensuring you make the 
most appropriate decisions about your future.  We are very proud that every year 
the vast majority of Year 13 students go on to University. 

Ultimately, joining us as a student is a serious commitment as we are an academic 
Sixth Form offering traditional A Level courses. We place a strong emphasis on 
academic achievement and positive attitudes to learning.  However, it is hard to 
put into words just what it feels like to be part of our Sixth Form, so the best way to 
experience it is to contact us and arrange a visit during the day.  

Thank you for considering Drapers’ Academy and if you would like any further 
information please do not hesitate to contact one of the Sixth Form team at 
sixthform@drapersacademy.com. Good luck with your GCSE’s, we look forward to 
welcoming you soon.

Darren Luckhurst
Principal
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A guaranteed place at Queen Mary University of London (QMUL) for any student 
who achieves the required entry grades. Please be aware this is likely to be a 
contextualised offer.

A laptop to support your learning.

1:1 tutorial sessions with subject leaders.

Support from our sponsors that provide a rich insight into Higher Education.

An excellent choice of academic courses at A Level.

Tailored enrichment activities that support wider learning and opportunities to 
build a strong UCAS statement.

Professional links with The Drapers’ Company.

5 lessons of teaching per subject per week.

Highly experienced teachers.

Pastoral support to aid you through the transition from GCSE to A Level.

Academic mentoring and guidance from our experienced pastoral team.

Free use of our fitness suite.

Academic and personal mentoring from The Drapers’ Company.

Opportunity to study an EPQ in addition to A Levels.

There are many reasons why you should consider Drapers’ Academy for your A Level 
studies. Here are just a few...

W
hy Drapers’ Academ

y?
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“Throughout my time at Drapers Academy, the school has helped me to achieve 
things I never thought possible.  It has provided opportunities and connections to 
those, like me, who would never have dreamed of such chances. Teachers go above 
and beyond to ensure that students are supported not only in their academic studies 
but also any endeavours beyond the classroom. Small class sizes, modern facilities 
and a dedicated sixth form area ensure that we are set up to succeed. Outside of 
academia, the school offers opportunities for sixth formers that are truly accessible 
and enriching. The dedication shown by teachers to ensure that students here 
get to experience once-in-a-lifetime opportunities is astounding. From completing 
my Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award to facilitating the UK’s largest youth ballot to 
engaging young people in politics, I have been able to participate in things during 
my Sixth Form life that have allowed me to develop as a person, not only as a 
student. Furthermore, the guidance offered to students whether they are applying 
for university, apprenticeships or seeking work is plentiful.

I am proud to attend this school amongst peers who I respect tremendously. I have 
seen the school help students grow from young people who saw few opportunities 
for themselves into adults applying for top universities, apprenticeships, internships 
and jobs – with confidence that they will succeed. The school and its support are 
unique, and this is reflected in the success of students who attend the sixth form. 
I recommend this sixth form without reservation and hope anyone could envision 
themselves thriving here amongst our community.”

Daisy Robins  
Head Girl

“I made my decision to come to Drapers’ Academy after attending one of the open 
days. I witnessed a very exciting and generally creative atmosphere. This aspect of 
the school made the transition into the sixth form very straight forward. Drapers’ 
academy prides themselves in their recruitment of an excellent cohort of teaching 
staff. Due to this I am able to put the upmost confidence that my teachers will do 
their very best to support me in my educational journey.

It’s no secret that Drapers’ Academy has formed coalitions with many highly 
respected institutions and companies, this fact has allowed the school to present 
many opportunities for the students to come into contact with professionals who 
may be involved in an industry which may interest them. I am pleased with the 
approach the teaching staff take with interactions with the students, especially 
at sixth form. We are given responsibilities which are incredibly important, such 
as organising charity work, taking part in school sports such as football and a lot 
more. This allows us to fill an important role in the school society. The opportunities 
available have helped me develop in an educational aspect and more importantly, 
has helped me develop as an individual. The most important responsibility I have 
been given is the role of Head Boy which I have enjoyed, and I look forward to how I 
progress further in this Drapers’ community.”

Benedict Addo
Head Boy 
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Applying for Drapers’ Academy Sixth Form is an easy and straight forward process, 
and we are here to help you every step of the way. Just follow these seven steps and 
you will soon be on your way to a successful and prosperous future. 

1. Drapers’ Academy Sixth Form Open Evening

This year our Sixth Form Open Evening is being held virtually, and can be found 
online at www.drapersacademy.com. You can find out more information about each 
of our subjects, meet the teachers as well as existing Sixth Form students and take 
a tour of our facilities.

2. Research

Think about your future, what you want to do beyond your A Levels. Do you have a 
career goal in mind? Do you want to go to University? If so what might you want to 
study. The A Levels you choose to study now will help lead to that future.

3. Application Deadline

The application deadline is 11th January 2021. Applications can be made online: 
www.drapersacademy.com/sixthform.

4. Guidance Meetings

The Sixth Form team will meet with all applicants in January 2020 via Zoom. This will 
be an opportunity to discuss your course choices and give you a clear understanding 
of what GCSE grades will be required to get you onto the courses you would like to 
study.

5. Offer Letters Sent Out

Official offer letters will be sent out early in March 2021. These will be confirmation 
of the outcomes of your discussion with the Sixth Form team.

6. Induction Day

You will be invited to an induction day at the Sixth Form, this is an opportunity to 
get a feel for the working day at Drapers’ Academy and get acquainted with the 
building. This date is provisionally set for Monday 2nd July 2021, though this will be 
confirmed on your offer letter.

7. GCSE Results Day

Once you have your GCSE results on 27th August 2021, bring them straight over to 
us and we will confirm your enrolment there and then!

Application Journey
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es Our award winning building was opened in 2012 by Her Majesty, The Queen. Just 

some of the facilities we offer are listed below. Be sure to come along for a tour of 
the building to see all of these and more for yourself.

• Sports Facilities
 Including three grass pitches, and all weather astroturf, hard courts, a 
 climbing wall and state of the art fitness suite.

• Dining Room and Café
 Our school dining room and café are open to Sixth Form students throughout 
 the day, offering hot and cold meals, snacks and drinks. There is ample 
 seating, giving students an area away from the classrooms to socialise 
 between study periods.

• Library
 Our school library is open from 8.10am everyday, giving students access 
 to a wealth of knowledge to aid them in their studies. There are seating 
 areas, which provide students with a place to study and focus away from 
 the Sixth Form area itself.

• Art Studios
 We have three large art rooms, fully equipped to give students the space 
 needed to express their creativity.

• Science Labs
 We boast a state-of-the-art science centre based on the Faraday system 
 with the theatre, laboratory and classrooms all complemented by an 
 impressive glassed biome.

• Student WiFi
 Robust WiFi throughout the building available to all Sixth Form students.

8
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We have a dedicated team of specialist Sixth Form tutors who work with the 
students throughout the year to mentor and guide them through their studies.  
The tutors work with the students to stretch their academic vision by watching TED 
Talks and using ‘Vespa’ materials to encourage the students to achieve their full 
potential.  They monitor their academic progress and check their organisational and 
time management skills.  Years 12 and 13 are in mixed forms as the older students 
offer a great deal of support to the new Year 12 students as they start their A Levels.

We understand that life can be difficult at times and the tutors are always willing to 
listen, support and advise when the students need someone to turn to.  We offer 
objective, non-judgemental and empathetic guidance, either to manage decisions 
and choices or suggest experts who can help.  The tutor also plays a vital role in 
preparing students for life after Sixth Form in supporting them with their UCAS and 
employment applications. This year we have introduced Wellbeing Wednesdays, 
where students have time after school to take part in activities such as dodgeball, 
cooking and art to encourage a balanced mindset.

Every week the students have an undergraduate preparation lesson (UP). These 
lessons are designed to develop the ‘life skills’ required for future employment. 
These sessions are designed to build confidence and help prepare the students for 
a university application.

“Drapers’ Academy encapsulates the balance between encouraging the growth of 
learning potential and creating a safe environment, where there is always someone 
who will listen. The Sixth Form staff always prioritise my needs, the time and capacity 
they have to care is unlimited. Whether it is exam difficulties, university applications 
or if you are feeling down or anxious, there is no shortage of advice and support. 
Without this, the success of students would be unable to blossom to its full potential. 
Creating and maintaining a positive mindset and support system is just one of the 
many reasons I am able to thrive at Drapers’ Academy.”

Lydia Tyler
Year 13
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The Drapers’ Company provide our students with a wealth of opportunities. All 
our students attend a ‘Futures Evening’ where they meet a number of Drapers’ 
and interview them about their careers. The students then have the chance to visit 
them in their workplace. The students network and gain lots of guidance about 
career paths. This year the students were able to visit the headquarters of BBC3 and 
one group saw a satellite launch as they met the Chief Executive of the UK Space 
Agency.  The range of careers the students have access to is vast; from journalism to 
medicine and the armed forces to fashion design.

Many students have gained work experience to realise their potential. One student 
has just completed a week with a number of barristers in Chambers. Although she 
found it tiring, she was enthralled by the experience and it has confirmed her desire 
to read Law at university. Additionally they will support her through her degree and 
beyond.
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Also a team of Drapers’ come to the Academy and run CV and interview workshops 
with students. They cast their critical eye over all the CV’s and give them pointers 
on how to improve on them.

The Company also run a Drapers’ Den Competition. The winner goes on to compete 
against the other Livery Schools at Mansion House with the Lord Mayor. Our students 
work with Drapers’ and advertising agencies to pitch a product or service. Last year 
we won this competition with our ‘In The Box’ concept. It is an amazing experience 
for those involved and hones the students entrepreneurial skills.
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Queen Mary University of London are one of the country’s leading higher education 
institutions and is a member of the Russell Group of top universities. The university 
provides support and expertise to both staff and students, particularly in the 
Academy’s specialist areas of science and maths. Student Ambassador’s from the 
university regularly visit the Academy providing support to pupils and an insight into 
higher education. As a co-sponsor, Queen Mary University of London guarantees a 
place to all Academy Sixth Form students who achieve the required entry grades.

Any Year 12 student who is interested in Dentistry or Medicine have the opportunity 
to join the ‘Bridge the Gap’ programme where they are given support during their A 
Levels to prepare for the degree. They have a Q&A with the Head of Admissions and 
get to observe clinics within Barts Medical School.

A number of our students have taken the opportunity to study at QMUL, here are 
their perceptions.
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“I am a second-year medical student at Bart’s 
and the London. Before starting university, I 
had heard a lot about how overwhelming 
university life can be for medical students; 
they have no time to socialise, but I think 
it’s one of the best degrees to opt for. I 
have not just honed my interpersonal and 
communication skills but have also learnt a 
lot. I have met some great people and am 
hoping to make more amazing memories 
here. Bart’s is like a family. The university 
staff, seniors, graduates and colleagues 
look out for each other and try to help 
in every possible way. We have anatomy 
and physiology practicals, problem-based 
learning where we are given a patient case 
and we have to do research on the disease, 
clinical skills where we learn to do physical 
examination, hospital and GP placements 
and lectures. Although fun, it is hard to 
catch up at times. I had to experiment 
with my work regime a lot to catch up on 
the immense workload. I think the most 
important lesson I have learnt is that one 
should play hard and work hard. There 
should be a balance between the working 
regime and participation in social activities 
to ensure that one doesn’t burn out, has fun 
and gives their 100%.”

Khadeeja Haider Roy
Year 2 Medical Student
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“I was told that studies at university would be 
completely different to school as in there would be no 
extra help provided by the lecturers, I was also worried 
about looking for work experience for my course and 
obviously I had to start thinking about the job I wanted 
after university. I can’t say anything about any other 
universities but at QMUL the student experience is 
absolutely amazing. Our lecturers are friendly and 
completely approachable. They wait outside the 
lecture halls for at least an hour just in case we have 
any questions. On top of that they send us practice 
questions before exams. QMUL have student forums, 
buddy schemes and academic advisors set up so you 
will never be left without any guidance or help. We 
have a careers advisor for just our course who provides 
you with information about all kind of opportunities 
relating to your course so you don’t have to worry 
about work experience. We have lectures and labs every 
week where we first learn theory and then practice it to 
make our concepts solid. The course is great as it starts 
right from the basics so you don’t have to worry about 
picking a course you have no prior knowledge about. 
Our course has a modular exam style so you don’t have 
to stress about having to revise the entire year for final 
exams. Apart from education QMUL also provides a 
huge platform for socialising and recreation. You can 
go to comic cons with the anime club, play competitive 
video games, develop a formula one car, work on AI 
robotics, become multilingual or even learn different 
martial arts such as Jiu Jitsu and Wing Chun right at 
the university!”

Ibrahim Badar
Year 1  Software Engineering Student
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We are delighted to see all of our students secure university places, apprenticeships 
and employment following their A Level studies at Drapers’ Academy. Due to 
their dedication and excellent work ethic 83% of our cohort have secured places 
at university studying a wide range of subjects including agriculture, architecture, 
computer science, law, nursing and pharmacy.

Some notable successes this year are:

Jacob Dean

Jacob joined us from Marshalls Park Academy.  He has worked exceptionally hard, 
shown great tenacity and his intellectual curiosity has soared. All his efforts have 
been rewarded as he achieved an A* in History, an A in Psychology and a B in Drama.  
Jacob has decided to take a gap year while he decides what degree he wishes to 
complete. 

Anthony Nash

Anthony also came from Marshall Park Academy. He has been a superb role model 
in school and he has taken every opportunity given to him.  He secured a place at 
the London School of Economics to study Sociology but has decided to defer this to 
take a 2 year apprenticeship with Schroders.  He achieved A grades in History and 
Business Studies and a B in Sociology.

Feranmi Babajide

Feranmi has been at Drapers’ Academy since Year 7. She gained an A* in her EPQ, 
an A in History, a B in English Literature and a C in Politics.  Feranmi also won The 
Shine School Media Award for a magazine she developed and edited with the Sixth 
Formers at the Academy.  She is going on to read Modern History and Politics at 
Southampton University.

One of the aims of Drapers’ Academy Sixth Form is to prepare students to succeed 
in higher education.  This is evidenced by the continued success of our alumni.  The 
class of 2016 have just graduated. Mercy Oguns is completing her final placement 
on a midwifery degree and has so far delivered 48 babies! She will start work at 
Queens Hospital in Romford this autumn. Kamile Jankauskaite has just graduated 
with first class honours in Neuroscience from the University of Nottingham. Dolapo 
Alade is considering applying to study medicine after gaining a 2:1 in Physiology 
from the University of Bristol.  We look forward to them visiting us next year to 
speak to our new Year 12 students. 

Another alumni has been working with us during her gap year. After working with 
some of our younger pupils, especially in Drama, Jasmin Hassan has decided to 
become a teacher and will start her degree at Anglia Ruskin University in September.
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Jasmine Liddiard

“I am currently studying for my art foundation course at 
Camberwell College of Art. At the moment I am finding 
it very fast paced, however it is opening my eyes to the 
enormity of the art industry and the opportunities there 
are for me. Soon I will choose an area to specialise in 
and explore it in depth. Whilst at Drapers’ I feel like I was 
pushed out of my comfort zone in terms of my art ability 
and this helped prepare me for my studies now.” 

Anthony Nash

“I am currently working at one the the UK biggest 
companies, Schroders, right in the heart of the city of 
London. This was all down to meeting people from the 
city via the Drapers’ Academy as well as the fantastic 
help from the expert careers team at the school. 

I have a place at the London School of Economics and will 
decide whether I should take my place there or continue 
at Schroders and work towards further professional 
qualifications such as the CFA. 

I was able to gain a place at Schroders and at LSE thanks 
to the teaching and hard work put in by the sixth form 
team. They helped me fulfil my potential. The school 
raises aspirations and provides a large magnitude of 
opportunities to gain experience from.”

17



We attempt to give all students the opportunity to develop and excel in the Sixth 
Form.  There are a wide range of activities that they can all get involved in:

• Drapers’ Company funded music lessons
• Football
• Netball
• Yoga 
• Climbing Wall
• Use of the fitness suite
• Running lower school sports teams and clubs
• Music Lessons
• Supporting the MAT primary schools
• Support in a local care home
• Running the Shoe Box Appeal
• Museum visits
• Theatre Visits e.g. Wicked and the Magic Flute Opera
• Running Black History Month and Diversity Week 
• Sports coaching certificate
• University Visits to Essex, Kent, Oxford and Cambridge 
• Chelmsford Cathedral Outreach Initiatives
• Lower school literacy support
• Cultural Days
• Whole School Drama and Music Production
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Our aim is that all students will leave well equipped for the next stage of their lives, 
whether it is university, an art foundation course, a job or a ‘gap year’.  We want 
to make sure that our students stand out and hope they take the opportunities 
available to them.

All students have the chance to take an Extended Qualification Project (EPQ).  They 
can choose to research an essay, carry out a study or produce an artefact but they 
can choose the area of interest. These are thought of very highly by Universities 
due to the level of independent research involved. A member of staff guides the 
students through the process. We are always amazed at the creativity the students 
have. Over the past few years, we have had a wide range of projects.  

Some of our favourites have been:

• Can cheese prevent tooth decay?

• What is the relationship between sleep and IQ?

• Designing a modern day sports centre to fit in with London’s historical architecture.
 
• Can the arts have a positive effect on our mental health?

The Oxbridge and dental and medical students have a programme to prepare them 
for their application. We work with Bancrofts School, also founded by the Drapers’ 
Company, to support the students with admissions tests and interviews.

We encourage students to get involved in a number of projects to support their 
university application including the Sutton Trust, STEM and UNIQ Summer Schools 
and the Teach First Programme.
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All students must achieve an average points score of 5.6 (or 6.0 for Maths and 
Sciences) from their 8 best GCSEs.

Planned A Level Courses 2021 - 2023

Subject    Required GCSE         Grade

Art and Design   Arts related subject preferred           5

Biology    Science/Biology and Maths           6/7

Business   Business Studies            6

Chemistry   Science/Chemistry and Maths           6/7

Drama and Theatre Studies Drama (or previous Drama experience)          5

Economics   Maths              6

English Literature  English              6

Further Maths   Maths              8

Geography   Geography             5

German    German              6

Politics    English Language            5

History    History              6

Law    English              6

Mathematics   Maths              7

Physics    Science/Physics and Maths           6/7

Product Design   A Technology subject            6

Psychology   English, Maths and Science           5

Sociology   English              5

Consideration will be made if the required subjects have not been studied at GCSE.
We hope to run all subjects as advertised in the Prospectus and on our website, but 
should numbers in a class fall below a minimum threshold, we reserve the right to 
withdraw a subject. We will inform all applicants who have chosen a withdrawn 
subject as soon as possible to try to accommodate an alternative subject.
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Art and Design
Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in an Arts 
related subject 
preferred

Leading Teachers:

Mrs C Mulley
Mrs E Parry-Smith

Career Options:

• Architecture
• Art Conservation
• Art History
• Art Therapy
• Fashion Design
• Film/Video Production
• Fine Art
• Graphic Design
• Illustration
• Interior Design
• Jewellery Design
• Photography
• Product Design
• Textile Design
• Theatre Design
• 3D Design
• Web Design

Exam Board:

AQA

“The Art and Design A 
Level allows you to be as 
creative as you want and 
explore new ideas and 

ways of working, without 
restrictions.”

Art and Design Student, 

Year 13

Studying Art at A Level offers opportunities to use your creativity to 
express yourself. You will develop your understanding of creative 
processes, your ability to observe and to think, to solve problems and to 
communicate in a visual way. It will enable you to work independently 
and to make your own discoveries by exploring ideas, other artists’ 
work and different materials and techniques. Throughout the course, 
you will expand your knowledge and skills in a range of media and 
processes before specialising in one of the following areas for your 
assessed components:

Art, Craft and Design
A broad-based course exploring practical and critical/contextual work 
through a range of 2D and/or 3D processes and media associated with 
two or more of the titles below.

Fine Art 
Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one 
or more areas of study, for example, drawing, painting, mixed-media, 
sculpture, ceramics, installation, printmaking, moving image (video, 
film, animation) and photography.

Graphic Communication 
Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one 
or more areas of study, for example, interactive media (including web, 
app and game design), advertising, packaging design, design for print, 
illustration, communication graphics, branding, multimedia, motion 
graphics, design for film and television.

Textile Design 
Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one 
or more areas of study, for example, fashion design, fashion textiles, 
costume design, digital textiles, printed and/or dyed fabrics and 
materials, domestic textiles, wallpaper, interior design, constructed 
textiles, art textiles and installed textiles. Three-dimensional design: 
students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one 
or more areas of study, for example, ceramics, sculpture, exhibition 
design, design for theatre, television and film, interior design, product 
design, environmental design, architectural design, jewellery/body 
ornament and 3D digital design.

Course Content:

Component 1: Personal Investigation (60% of A Level)
In Year 12, you will firstly produce a short project exploring how to 
respond to a brief, how to fulfill the assessment objectives and how 
to manage your time effectively. You will then decide on a working 
title for your personal investigation. This is a practical investigation 
supported by written material. Students are required to conduct a 
practical investigation into an idea, issue, concept or theme, supported 
by written material.

Component 2: Externally set assignment (40% of A Level)
In Year 13, you will receive your exam paper with a choice of 
assignments set by AQA from which to choose. You will have several 
weeks preparatory time and 15 hours of supervised exam time to 
complete your assignment.

Assessment Criteria:

Combination of coursework and supervised exam time.

27
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Biology
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6/7 in Science/
Biology and Maths

Leading Teacher:

Mrs A Paolino

Are you interested in:

The human body?

How plants and animals 
adapt to extreme 
environments?

Understanding medical 
developments?

Our impact on the 
environment?

Career Options:

• Medicine
• Veterinary Medicine
• Biomedical Research
• Forensic Science
• Genetics
• Environmental Sciences
• Marine Biology

Exam Board:

AQA (7402)

Biology is the study of mechanisms that govern all living organisms. 
A Level Biology provides you with all the skills necessary to form 
connections and associations with the organisms and environment 
around you.

Course Content:

This course involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging 
from the intricacies of a cell in cellular biology through to the study of 
entire ecosystems and our impact on the environment. You will learn 
how the human genome has been sequenced and the resultant impact 
of this major scientific breakthrough on various scientific disciplines. 
You will study organ systems within the body, including the digestive 
system, circulatory system, nervous system and gas exchange system 
and learn how complex interactions between enzymes, transport 
processes and chemical reactions allow our bodies to function on a 
day-to-day basis, from responses to stimuli to the release of energy in 
respiration.

This course also examines structured communities within ecosystems 
and investigates energy flow and the recycling of important elements. 
You will look at gene technologies and learn how new and emerging 
research is influencing the design and implementation of industrial 
and medical processes. Throughout the course you will complete 
a minimum of 12 assessed practical investigations, two of which are 
completed on a Biology field trip at the start of Year 13. These practicals 
provide you with the skills and confidence to investigate the way 
organisms function and provide you with a practical endorsement for 
related university courses.

Assessment Criteria:

Students sit three papers at the end of the 2-year A Level course, which 
form 100% of the course assessment. Additionally, a minimum of 12 
assessed practical investigations are completed across the course.

(Paper 1) All content from Topics 1-4 & practical skills (2-hour written 
exam) – 35% of A Level

(Paper 2) All content from Topics 5-8 & practical skills (2-hour written 
exam) – 35% of A Level

(Paper 3) All content from Topics 1-8 & practical skills (2-hour written 
exam) – 30% of A Level

“It’s brilliant learning how 
we and everything around 
us function, plus how we 
are able to live, grow and 

evolve as a species.”

Biology Student

Year 13
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Businesses are all around us, making this a constantly developing, 
evolving and exciting subject. Study of Business requires a variety of 
skills, such as analysing, interpreting and responding to data, calculating 
financial ratios and communicating your analysis and arguments. 
A variety of contemporary issues will be investigated, including 
globalisation and how changing technologies affects businesses.

Course Content:

We study a variety of firms from different industries, asking the 
questions: What is a business? Why do businesses exist? What are the 
aims of a business? How do you measure success?

We then look at the role of managers, analyse different leadership styles 
and how decisions are made using scientific methods and intuition. 
You will examine the functional strategies businesses use to become 
successful and look at how they change to improve their performance. 
You will analyse the strategic position of businesses, using tools like 
financial ratios. You will consider external factors on businesses, such 
as the economy. You will see how firms choose their strategic direction, 
which markets to compete in and what products to offer. A key focus 
will be to investigate how firms manage change.

Assessment Criteria:

There are three 2 hour examinations. You will be assessed through a 
mixture of multiple choice, short answer (including calculations), data 
response and essay questions.

Business
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in Business 
Studies

Leading Teacher:

Mr J Pain

Are you interested in:

How the economy, 
political decisions, social 
trends and technology 
impact on business?

Setting up a business of 
your own?

Understanding why
businesses make the
decisions they do?

Business case studies?

Career Options:

• Management
• Accounting
• Financial Services
• Human Resources
• Marketing

Exam Board:

AQA 7132 / 7134

“The teachers are really 
supportive. Always 
available by email if 

you have any doubts. 
It’s challenging but very 

enjoyable!”

Business Student

Year 13
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An important and exciting subject which is widely accepted as a strong 
foundation for higher education and a broad spectrum of rewarding 
scientific careers is Chemistry.

Study A Level Chemistry to find out the answers to fascinating questions. 
The course will extend your knowledge about Chemistry in a range of 
different contexts and the impact it has on industry and many aspects 
of everyday life. You will learn to investigate and solve problems in a 
wide range of contexts and require a high level of study and application, 
but this is rewarded with a qualification which is extremely valued by 
all universities.

Course Content:

A Level Chemistry is split into 3 main areas:

Assessment Criteria:

All content is assessed at the end of Year 13 in three written 
examinations. There is no coursework element.

(Paper 1) Inorganic and Physical (2 hours) 35% of A Level

(Paper 2) Organic and Physical (2 hours) 35% of A Level

(Paper 3) Any Content and Practical Skills (2 hours) 30% of A Level

Naming organic 
compounds
Alkanes
Halogenoalkanes
Alkenes
Alcohols
Organic Analysis
Optical isomerism
Aldehydes and 
Ketones
Carboxylic acids 
and derivatives
Aromatic 
Chemistry
Amines
Polymers
Amino Acids, 
Proteins and DNA
Organic Synthesis
NMR and 
Chromatography

Organic
Periodicity
Group 2 (Alkaline 
Earth Metals)
Group 7 (Halogens)
Period 3 elements
Transition metals
Reactions of ions in 
aqueous solutions

Inorganic
Atomic structure
Amount of 
substance
Bonding
Energetics and 
Thermodynamics
Kinetics and rate 
equations
Chemical 
Equilibria, Le 
Chatelier’s 
principle and the
equilibrium 
Constant
Redox, electrode 
potentials and 
electrochemical 
cells
Acids and Bases

Physical

Chemistry
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6/7 in Science/
Chemistry and Maths

Leading Teacher:

Mr P Folgheraiter

Have you ever
wondered:

Why does ice float?

Why do onions make you 
cry?

How does aspirin stop 
pain in your body?

Can you turn lead into 
gold?

Career Options:

• Medicine
• Maths
• Computing
• Accountancy
• Geology
• The Oil Industry
• Food Technology
• Forensics

Exam Board:

AQA

“Chemistry is well 
organised and has 

a variety of teaching 
methods that keep you 
engaged throughout the 

course.”

Chemistry Student

Year 13
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Edexcel A Level Drama and Theatre is a course that will engage students 
through encouraging creativity, focusing on practical work which 
reflects 21st century theatre practise and developing skills that will 
support progression to further study of drama and a wide range of 
other subjects.

Course Content:

Component 1 - Devising
• Devise an original performance piece.
• Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner 
   as stimulus.
• Centre choice of text and practitioner.
• Performer or designer routes available.

Component 2 - Text in Performance
• A group performance of one key extract from performance text.
• A monologue/duologue performance/ design from one key extract  
   from a different performance text.
• Centre choice of performance text.

Component 3 - Theatre Makers in Practice
• Live theatre evaluation.
• Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text.
• Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete 
   performance text, in light of a chosen theatre practitioner.
• Centre choice of 15 performance texts.

Assessment Criteria:

This consists of two non-examination assessments components and 
one externally examined paper.

Drama and
Theatre 
Studies
Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in Drama 
or previous drama 
experience

Leading Teacher:

Miss F Lee

Are you interested in:

Performing

Theatre Studies

Exploring Plays from 
Different Historical 
Periods

Role Play

Career Options:

• Actor/Actress
• Stage Manager
• Arts Administrator
• Drama Teacher
• Television Production           
• Radio

Exam Board:

Edexcel

“Drama allows me 
to express myself 

through dramatic arts! 
The teachers are 

knowledgeable and 
encourage us to develop.”

Drama Student

Year 13
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Economics is the study of how the forces of supply and demand 
allocate scarce resources, for consumers, firms and at national level. 
In practice, it includes all sorts of real issues, such as the tax on sugar, 
the minimum price for alcohol, methods of reducing unemployment, 
whether income tax should be raised or cut and the impact of emerging 
foreign markets.

Quantitative skills are an essential aspect of the course, these include:

• Calculating and understanding ratios
• Fractions
• Percentages
• Index numbers
• Averages
• Graphs

Course Content:

Students will be introduced to the reasons behind price change, why 
markets don’t always work as expected and how and why governments 
then intervene, though not always for the better! We also look at topics 
including inflation, unemployment, international trade and economic 
growth, as well as analysing government policies such as taxation, 
economic growth and the Bank of England’s role in setting interest 
rates.

As your understanding deepens, we will consider the application 
of economic concepts to the world economy, firms’ behaviour and 
the labour market. You will discuss topics such as monopoly power, 
wage inequality, and bigger concerns such as the influence of China, 
developing economies, sustainability, globalisation, the EU and the 
Euro, as well as taking a look at the UK financial sector. All of this 
debated in the context of differing approaches to policy-making.

Assessment Criteria:

100% examination, comprising multiple choice, data response and 
essay questions.

Economics
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in Maths

Leading Teacher:

Mrs S Ahmed

Are you interested in:

Should we leave the EU?

Is the government right 
to cut spending?

Should we regulate
businesses?

Worldwide poverty and
inequality?

Current affairs and 
politics?

Career Options:

• Management
• Financial Services
• Economic Analysis
• Civil Service
• Local Government
• Politics

Exam Board:

AQA

“Economics is a 
fascinating subject. It has 
expanded my knowledge 

about so much.”

Economics Student

Year 13
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“Only the very weak-minded refuse to be influenced by literature and 
poetry.”

Cassandra Clare, Clockwork Angel

The AQA English Literature course is  academically challenging, highly 
rewarding and extremely popular. Students follow a lively and varied 
programme of study, with opportunities to read and discuss a range of 
texts, issues and authors.

Course Content:

Paper 1: ‘Love Through The Ages’
This paper involves the study of a Shakespeare play (‘Othello’), ‘The 
Great Gatsby’ and the AQA Anthology, ‘Love Through The Ages Pre-
1900’.

Paper 2:
In this paper you will prepare to answer questions on key set texts, 
as well as an unseen passage. The texts included will be ‘The Help’, 
‘Birthday Letters’ and ‘A Streetcar Named Desire.’

Independent Critical Study:
The coursework unit of A Level is a fabulous opportunity for students 
to improve their close analysis skills, as well as their appreciation of 
modern literature. 

Assessment Criteria:

The A Level is assessed through 80% exam and 20% coursework.

English
Literature
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in English

Leading Teacher:

Mrs F Haq

Are you interested in:

Reading widely?

Exploring and sharing 
ideas?

Developing your 
analytical skills and essay 
writing?

Discussing and debating 
literary texts?

Career Options:

• Journalism
• Publishing
• Teaching
• Advertising
• Legal Professions

Exam Board:

AQA 7711, 7712

“We delve deep into the 
words of different texts, 

with the freedom to 
interpret pieces of writing 

in ways we have not 
before.”

English Literature Student

Year 13

39



Fu
rt

he
r M

at
he

m
ati

cs

40



“Mathematics opens many doors but closes none”

Further Mathematics adds to the benefits shown on the Mathematics 
page. It is one of the fastest growing A Level subjects nationally. It 
is accepted for entrance to most degree courses. It is advantageous 
to students who are considering studying Mathematics, Physics, 
Computing, Economics or Engineering at University.

Course Content:

Further Pure Mathematics 1 (Paper 1)
Proof, Complex Numbers, Matrices, Further Algebra and Functions, 
Further Calculus, Further Vectors.

Further Pure Mathematics 2 (Paper 2) 
Complex Numbers., Algebra & Functions, Calculus, Hyperbolic 
Functions, Differential Equations.

Further Mathematics Option 1 (Paper 3) 
Further Mechanics 1 - Momentum and Impulse, Collisions, Centres of 
Mass, Work and Energy, Elastic Strings and Springs.

Further Mathematics Option 2 (Paper 4)
Further Statistics 1 - Linear Regression, Statistical Distributions (discrete), 
Statistical Distributions (continuous), Correlation, Hypothesis Testing, 
Chi Squared Tests.

Assessment Criteria:

All content is assessed at the end of Year 13 in four written examinations. 
There is no coursework element.

Further
Mathematics
Entry Requirements:

Grade 8 in Maths

Leading Teacher:

Mr N Pegg

Are you interested in:

The language of the 
universe?

How real life situations 
are modelled with 
Mathematics?

How important decisions 
are made based on 
statistics?

How Mathematics is 
the starting point for 
computer programming?

Career Options:

• Finance
• Computing
• Engineering
• Medicine
• Statistical Research

Exam Board:

Edexcel (9FM0)

“Teachers are always 
available to help. They 

are supportive and always 
make sure we understand 

a topic before we move 
on.”

Further Mathematics Student

Year 12
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There has never been a more important time to study geography.  Our 
rapidly developing understanding of climate change and its impact on 
our planet is making our subject increasingly important to young people 
today.  In an inspiring and current new syllabus, you will understand the 
interactions between physical and human geography whilst unpicking 
some of the important debates facing the world today.  With familiar 
GCSE topics such as Hazards and Urbanisation sitting side by side with 
brand new topics such as Earth’s Life Support Systems and Human 
Rights, there has never been a better time to study Geography at A 
level.  Geography is a great subject to pair with Sciences, Maths, English 
or other Humanities subjects because of the wide range of transferable 
skills it incorporates.  There will be a residential field trip as part of the 
course.

Course Content:

In year 12 you will study four topics:

• Earth’s Life Support Systems – Learn how our planet’s water and 
carbon cycles are under threat and what we can do to manage this.
• Glaciated Landscapes – See how we can learn about past climate 
changes from the study of landscapes created by ice.
• Human Rights – Examine the complex issues surrounding women’s 
rights as well as human rights in areas of conflict and low levels of 
development through a series of case studies.
• Changing Places – Explore how we view and represent local and far 
flung places differently, according to who we are.

In year 13 you will study three topics:

• Global Migration – understand the winners and losers of the global 
migration system.
• Oceans – Explore a variety of interlinked issues surrounding this 
fascinating topic from piracy to plastic to the acidification of our oceans.
• Hazardous Earth – Take an in depth look at how increasing numbers 
of people live with tectonic hazards and ways of building our resilience 
to cope with them.

You will also complete an Independent Investigation by writing a report 
based on your own fieldwork related to a topic of your choice.

Assessment Criteria:

(Paper 1) Physical Systems (1.5 hours) 22% of overall grade

(Paper 2) Human Interactions (1.5 hours) 22% of overall grade

(Paper 3) Geographical Debates (2.5 hours) 36% of overall grade

Independent investigation – Written report into a topic from the 
syllabus of your choice. 20% of  overall grade

Geography
Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in Geography

Leading Teacher:

Miss H Morgan

Are you interested in:

Issues surrounding 
human rights?

The impacts of increasing 
amounts of carbon in our 
atmosphere?

How the ever-increasing 
amount of plastic in 
our oceans impacts our 
health?

How we can build 
our resilience against 
tectonic hazards?

Career Options:

• Town Planning
• Conservation
• Meteorology
• Politics
• Finance

Exam Board:

OCR (H481)

“I love studying 
Geography, it is 

fascinating to find out 
about the natural world, 

its development and 
evolution through time.”

Geography Student

Year 13
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WHY STUDY GERMAN? Germany has a fascinating and sometimes 
turbulent history, and is now an economic powerhouse in the twenty 
first century and leading player on the world stage. The German 
language has the same roots as English, but a different rhythm and 
more complex grammatical structure.  This fascinating subject appeals 
to a wide variety of students,  attracting those with musical, scientific 
and artistic sensibilities and/or those with aspirations in international 
industry, commerce or diplomacy.

Course Content:

Aspects of society, culture and history of the German speaking world, 
including: 

• Social Issues and trends 

• Political and Current Affairs and 

• History Intellectual and Artistic Culture, past and present. 

Students will use authentic spoken and written sources from a variety 
of contexts and genres. Students will develop research skills in the 
language, including on subjects of personal interest related to the 
German-speaking world. There is a prescribed list of grammar for A 
level that students will be expected to study and apply in class and in 
their independent study. 

Literature:

• The study of two prescribed pieces of literature, one of which will be 
a film.

Assessment Criteria:

Speaking: The speaking exam will account for 30% of the overall grade. 
The exam requires students to demonstrate spoken skills when giving 
presentations, having discussions and responding spontaneously to 
different themes and initiating face-to-face interactions in the target 
language. 

Listening, Reading, Writing: Manipulate language accurately using a 
range of lexis and structure. Translate, summarise, listen for gist and 
meaning, adapt material for different audiences and registers, and read 
and respond in German or English on a range of authentic material. 
Show knowledge and understanding of different aspects of the target-
language culture and respond to these critically and analytically.

German
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in German

Leading Teacher:

Mrs Burr

Career Options:

• International

Exam Board:

Edexcel 9GN0

NEW
COURSE

2021
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Politics is around us all the time; it affects all of our lives daily. From the 
decision making processes about your health and education to whether 
the street lights are working and the roads are clean.

Government and Politics is a global subject that will challenge you 
to question how policies are made and how we are all affected. We 
welcome students onto the course who have a thirst for ideas, who 
are open to understanding alternative views, while further developing 
their own and who want to understand how government works in the 
UK and USA.

Course Content:

Component One (Year 12)
UK Politics:
• Democracy and participation
• Political parties
• Voting behaviour and the media
• Electoral systems

Component Two (Year 12)
UK Government:
• The constitution
• Parliament
• The prime minister
• Relationships between branches

Component Three (Year 13)
Political Ideas:
• Liberalism
• Conservatism
• Socialism
• Feminism

Assessment Criteria:

100% Examination for A Level.

Politics
Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in English 
Language

Leading Teacher:

Miss A Ludlow

Are you interested in:

Politics?

Current Affairs?

Do you have a:

Lively and enquiring 
mind?

Desire to explore new 
ideas?

Career Options:

• Lobbying
• Journalism
• Civil Service
• Local Government
• The City
• Parliament
• Media Management

Exam Board:

Edexcel

“This A Level has helped 
me understand how 

our country works. The 
subject is easy to learn 

and understand due to the 
teaching style.”

Politics Student

Year 13
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History is the essence of what makes us who we are. It has shaped us and 
guided us throughout the whole of human existence and has relevance 
in every aspect of modern life – from politics to the playground. The 
study of history helps us to understand past mistakes, deal with current 
problems and prepare for future challenges. It informs every moment 
of every day.

Pupils who study History gain key academic skills such as analysis, 
comprehension, emotional understanding and empathy, literacy skills, 
debating skills and decision making and above all will develop a greater 
appreciation of the world around them and their place in it. Whatever 
their pathway at the end of Year 13, the A Level History course will 
comprehensively prepare students for the next step.

Course Content:

Year 12
• Challenges to the authority of the state in the late eighteenth and 
  nineteenth centuries
• Paper 1: Britain, c1785–c1870: democracy, protest and reform 
• Paper 2: The unification of Italy, c1830–70 42

Year 13
• Paper 3: The witch craze in Britain, Europe and North America,
  c1580–c1750
• Coursework

Assessment Criteria:

Three examined papers (80%), plus Coursework (20%).

History
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in History

Leading Teacher:

Mrs L Little

Are you interested in:

Analysing information?

Discussion and Debate?

Research?

Independent reading?

Evaluating evidence?

Career Options:

• Law
• Teaching
• Finance
• Management
• Intelligence Work
• Publishing and 
Journalism

Exam Board:

Edexcel

“The History A Level 
has taught me about the 
development of British 
society and how the 

actions of the past impact 
our future.”

History Student

Year 12
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A Level Law enables learners to develop an understanding of both 
public and private law within England and Wales, and develop skills 
which will prepare them for further undergraduate study and future 
careers. The specification enables learners to develop their ability to 
analyse both legal rules and principles and factual issues. It enables 
learners to construct persuasive legal arguments and to evaluate the 
strength of such arguments. It also enables learners to develop the 
ability to think critically about the role of law in society.

Course Content:

In Year 12 students will:
• develop their knowledge and understanding of the English and 

Welsh legal system and areas of both private and public law within 
the law of England and Wales;

• develop an understanding of legal method and reasoning as used 
by lawyers and the judiciary;

• develop and apply the techniques of legal method and reasoning 
to analyse and offer answers to problems, based on legal 
principles, legislation and case law;

• and develop the ability to construct conclusions and communicate 
legal arguments by reference to appropriate legal authorities.

In Year 13 students will be able to:
• communicate persuasive legal arguments by reference to 

appropriate legal authorities;
• evaluate the strength of legal arguments;
• demonstrate critical awareness of the influence and operation of 

the law in society.

Assessment Criteria:

There are 3 written examinations:

Component 1: The Legal System & Criminal Law
2 hours

Component 2: Law Making & the Law of Tort
2 hours

Component : Further Law
2 hours

Law
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in English

Leading Teacher:

Ms L Morgan

Are you interested in:

Debating?

Thinking critically and 
independently?

Politics?

Current Affairs?

Career Options:

• Solicitor
• Barrister
• Legal Secretary 
• Business Management

Exam Board:

OCR

“I’m very grateful for the 
opportunity to study Law 

at A Level.”

Law Student

Year 12
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An A Level in Mathematics can be very enjoyable. The reasons why 
people opt to study Mathematics vary widely but include the desire to 
study something interesting, stimulating and challenging. You may also 
want to develop your problem solving and logical reasoning skills. It can 
provide you with the opportunity to understand real world problems 
and help to make the world a better place through mathematical 
modelling and reasoning. An A Level in Mathematics will open many 
career doors for you.

Included in the skills you will learn studying Mathematics are 
independent thinking, problem-solving, data modelling and analysis, 
logical thinking and organisational ability.

Course Content:

Pure Mathematics 1 (Paper 1)
Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane, 
Sequences and series, Trigonometry, Exponentials and logarithms, 
Differentiation, Integration, Vectors.

Pure Mathematics 2 (Paper 2)
Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane, 
Sequences and series, Trigonometry, Differentiation, Integration, 
Numerical methods.

Statistics and Mechanics (Paper 3)
Statistical sampling, Data presentation and interpretation, Probability, 
Statistical distributions, Statistical hypothesis testing, Quantities and 
units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces / Newton’s laws, Moments. 

Assessment Criteria:

All content is assessed at the end of Year 13 in three written 
examinations. There is no coursework element.

Mathematics
Entry Requirements:

Grade 7 in Maths

Leading Teacher:

Mr N Pegg

Are you interested in:

The language of the 
universe?

How real life situations 
are modelled with 
Mathematics?

How important decisions 
are made based on 
statistics?

How Mathematics is 
the starting point for 
computer programming?

Career Options:

• Finance
• Computing
• Engineering
• Medicine
• Statistical Research

Exam Board:

Edexcel (9MA0)

“Maths is one of the best 
subjects to develop your 
analytical, research and 
problem-solving skills.”

Mathematics Student

Year 13
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Physics is a vast subject, which is integral to our every-day lives as well 
as being a field striving to explain the lesser-known aspects of the 
universe. From the smallest pieces of matter to the furthest reaches of 
the galaxy, physicists endeavour to put the pieces of the puzzle of our 
existence together, why not join them?
 
The application of discoveries made in Physics has led to the 
development of virtually every item of a technological nature that you 
can think of. The course will extend your knowledge of Physics to a 
more detailed level and with the correct work ethic you could gain a 
highly respected qualification.

Course Content:

Unit 1: Advanced Physics I (34%)
Particles and radiation: constituents of the atom, stable and unstable 
nuclei, antimatter and photons, particle interactions, classification of 
particles, quarks and antiquarks, application of conservation laws, the 
photoelectric effect, collisions of electrons with atoms, energy levels 
and wave-particle duality.
Waves: Progressive waves, longitudinal and transverse waves, 
superposition and stationary waves, interference, diffraction and 
refraction of waves.
Mechanics and Materials: scalars and vectors, rectilinear motion, 
projectile motion, circular motion, moments, Newton’s laws, 
momentum, work, conservation of energy, bulk properties of solids and 
the young modulus.
Electricity: current-voltage characteristics, resistivity, circuits, potential 
dividers, emf and internal resistance.
 
Unit 2: Advanced Physics II (34%)
Further mechanics and thermal physics: simple harmonic motion, 
harmonic systems, resonance and damping, internal energy, gas laws, 
kinetic theory and specific latent heat.
Electric and Magnetic Fields and their consequences: point mass 
and radial gravitational fields, Newton’s law, gravitational potential, 
orbits and satellites, coulomb’s law, field strength, electric potential, 
capacitance, parallel plates, energy storage, charging and discharging, 
magnetic flux, moving charges in magnetic fields,  electromagnetic 
induction, AC currents and transformers.
Nuclear Physics: Rutherford scattering, types of radiation, decay, 
instability, size of nuclei, E=mc2, fission and safety aspects.
 
Unit 3: General and Practical Principles in Physics (32%)
Practical skills and data analysis: This is a third paper that may draw 
on any of the above topics. It will include synoptic questions and 
assessment of candidates’ understanding of experimental methods 
using the core practicals carried out in lessons.
Astrophysics: Telescopes, stars and cosmology.

Assessment Criteria:

This course is a linear A Level. All examinations will take place at the 
end of Year 13. The A Level qualification is made up of three papers 
covering each of the above units with equal weighting. Each will be 
two hours long.  A separate Practical Endorsement will be awarded to 
A level candidates who can demonstrate competency in the laboratory.

Physics
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6/7 in Science/
Physics and Maths

Leading Teacher:

Mr S Harvey

Are you interested in:

Solving problems?

Asking fundamental 
questions?

Experimentation?

Career Options:

• Physics
• Medicine
• Engineering
• Computing
• Architecture

Exam Board:

AQA

“Everything you think 
you know is wrong. The 

Physics A Level has 
opened my eyes to so 

much!”

Physics Student

Year 12
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This creative and thought-provoking qualification, Product Design,  
gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence 
to succeed in a number of careers, especially those in the creative 
industries.

They will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and 
economic influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying 
opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing products 
of their choice, improving every day life.

Students will gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, 
alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher education and 
employers.

Course Content:

(Unit 1) Examination-Technical principles
• Time : 2 hours - 30% of A Level
• Questions: Mixture of short answer, multiple choice and extended 
response.

(Unit 2) Examination- Designing and Making Principles
• Time : 1 hour 30 minutes - 20% of A Level
• Questions: Mixture of short answer, multiple choice and extended 
response.

(Unit 3) Controlled Assessment– Design and Make project
Practical application of technical principles, designing and making 
principles and specialist knowledge
• Substantial design and make task
• Design portfolio with photographic evidence of your product
• 45 hours - 50% of A Level

Assessment Criteria:

50% written examinations, 50% controlled assessment.

Product
Design
Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 in a Technology 
subject

Leading Teachers:

Mr G Bangs
Mr D Clark

Are you interested in:

Solving problems in every 
day life with a product?

Being creative and 
making products?

Interested in iconic 
products?

Interested in how 
products are made?

Career Options:

• Furniture design
• Interior design
• Engineering
• Architecture
• Manufacturing 

Exam Board:

AQA (7552)

“The controlled 
assessment is set out in 

a way similar to university 
projects, so it helps put 
us on the right track to 
the next big step in our 

education.”

Product Design Student

Year 12
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Have you ever wondered why it is that some people suffer from stress 
and mental illness? Why some people fear snakes yet a few keep them 
as pets? 

Psychology looks at questions like these in the study of the human mind 
and behaviour. It is a science with cutting edge research that has real 
world applications to issues in everyday life, ranging from things like 
depression to relationships, to understanding how our memories work.

Course Content:

Paper 1 – Introductory Topics in Psychology
• Memory, Attachment, Social Influence, Psychopathology
• 2 hours - 33.3% of A Level. 

Paper 2 – Psychology in Context
• Approaches, Biopsychology, Research Methods
• 2 hours – 33.3% of A Level. 

Paper 3 – Issues and Options in Psychology
• Issues and Debates, Relationships, Forensic Psychology, Stress
• 2 hours – 33.3% of A Level. 

Assessment Criteria:

100% exam. No coursework.

Psychology
Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in English, Maths 
and Science

Leading Teacher:

Miss L Ager

Are you interested in:

How the mind works?

Mental illnesses?

The effects of nature and 
nurture?

The scientific study of 
behaviour?

Career Options:

• Social Work
• Counselling
• Child Care
• Forensic Psychology
• Police
• Teaching
• Sport Psychology
• Clinical Psychology

Exam Board:

AQA

“The subject also opens 
up a wide range of career 
opportunities due to the 
skills you develop, such 

as social communication.”

Psychology Student

Year 12
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Sociology focuses on the relationship between individuals and the society 
in which they live. It encourages an investigation and understanding of 
cultural and identity issues found within modern society. In addition, 
it includes a study of research findings and evaluation of sociological 
research methods. 

Course Content:

The course is based on six modules. In Year 12 students are taught; 
The Family and The Sociology of Education which also covers Research 
Methodology and Theory.  In Year 13 the students are taught; Sociology 
of the Media, and Crime and Deviance which covers Theory and 
Methods. Topics that are covered in these modules include; why do 
girls do better in the education system than boys? Why is the divorce 
rate so high in modern Britain? What research methods are the best 
suited at looking at the trends in Britain? Whether or not Britain/the 
world is saturated by a culture that is determined by the media and the 
way that certain groups are represented by the media. Finally, which 
theoretical models give the most accurate and plausible account of 
how societies/the world operates?

Students are expected to read a quality newspaper: ‘The Guardian’, 
‘The Observer’, or The Independent’ at least once a week. Students 
are also encouraged to support their studies by listening to radio 4 
‘Thinking Allowed’ each week and watching Ted Talks on topics related 
to the course. 

Assessment Criteria:

The course is examined by three two hour papers. There is no 
coursework component.

Trips:

As part of this course students will visit Basildon Magistrates Court to 
watch the cases that are being tried. They will also attend a conference 
at Chelmsford Catherdal for a series of lectures on Crime and Deviance.

Sociology
Entry Requirements:

Grade 5 in English

Leading Teacher:

Mr L Bryant

Are you interested in:

People?

Social Issues?

Current Affairs?

Diversity and
difference?

Understanding society?

Social change?

Career Options:

• Social Research
• Teaching
• Social Work
• Police
• Criminology
• Journalism

Exam Board:

AQA

“It has given me a new 
way to look at life. I’m very 
grateful for the opportunity 

to study it.”

Sociology Student

Year 13

61



62



63



Drapers’ Academy is located in Settle Road, Harold Hill, Romford.

By Car: Our postcode is RM3 9XR. Settle Road is a turn off from Dagnam Park 
Drive. We are about a five to ten minute drive from Gallow’s Corner roundabout in 
Romford, or coming from the other direction, a five minute drive from Junction 28 
of the M25 (Brook Street roundabout).

By Public Transport: The buses 174 and 496 stop at the top of Settle Road, a quick 
two minute walk from the school. The nearest railway station is Harold Wood, where 
the 496 can be picked up. Both the 174 and 496 can also be picked up from Romford 
Station, making us easily accessible for anyone in the Havering area.
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www.drapersacademy.com
01708 371331 • sixthform@drapersacademy.com

Drapers’ Academy, Settle Road, Harold Hill, Romford RM3 9XR


