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An introduction from the Principal 

 
This booklet will help you make your choice of subjects for Years 10 and 11.  
 
There are three reasons why the decisions you make are extremely important. Firstly, 
you will have to live with them for the next two years and you must be satisfied that 
your choices will allow you to enjoy your studies, as well as succeed in them. Secondly, 
the beginning of your career and your early prospects may be affected by what you 
choose. Thirdly, if you have further education (College or University) in mind you may 
possibly be beginning the process of specialisation, a process that could continue to a 
degree course. 
 
Each one of you will have good reasons for whatever choices you make. There is no 
golden rule that will fit everybody. The vital point is to approach the matter with 
careful, serious thought. 
 
Very few of you will already have chosen your career and some of you will remain in 
doubt for some time to come. There is no need to make any career decisions yet. 
Drapers’ Academy ensures that you follow a well-balanced course which will keep 
many doors open. Employers very rarely expect a new employee to have previous 
training in a particular job. They usually provide the training and prefer to see evidence 
of good, all round education backed by such qualities as reliability, determination and 
a capacity to work really hard. 
 
Each option subject can be taken to GCSE examination or an equivalent level. You 
should expect to sit a full GCSE examination in most of your option subjects and 
certainly in English and Mathematics. You should consider these very carefully in 
making your choices, especially if this involves practical or field work. In some subjects 
there may be visits to places of special interest, such as the theatre. Others may need 
specialist equipment or materials which we will do our best to provide. 
 
Do not choose subjects because they are the ones that your friends have chosen and 
you do not want to be separated from them. There are multiple groups so no 
guarantee you will be with your friends. Make sure that your choices are the right 
ones for you. 
 
From 2016 onwards, schools have been measured using a Progress 8 score. This is 
designed to encourage schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum at KS4. The 
Progress 8 measure is based upon student results across eight subjects: English,  
 



 
 
 
Maths, three EBacc subjects (Sciences, Geography, History, French or German) 
together with any other 3 subjects offered by the Academy. 
 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is another performance measure for schools and is 
a suite of ‘core’ academic qualifications (English, Maths, Science, History or Geography 
and a language) that is often looked upon favourably by colleges, universities and 
employers. 
 
Due to Government initiatives and the interests of our students, the Academy will be 
offering different pathways for students in Year 9. However, all students at the 
Academy will study English Language, English Literature, Maths and Science together 
with non-examined Physical Education. 
 
In this booklet there are brief outlines of the subjects. You may well want to know 
more about some subjects so do not be afraid to ask. Staff are accustomed to students 
asking questions about their subjects and your Form Tutor can also find out 
information on your behalf. 
 
Looking ahead to Years 12 and 13 (The Sixth Form) 
Although this booklet deals mainly with your courses in Years 10 and 11, you should 
remember that we offer Sixth Form courses. Our Sixth Form is open to all who can 
benefit from, and achieve success in, the courses on offer and satisfy our entrance 
requirements for access to these years. Unless otherwise stated you should choose 
to study GCSE any subject you may wish to study at A Level in the Sixth Form. Your 
Form Tutor can give you advice about this. 
 
Your choice of subjects now, as you plan for Year 10 and 11 courses, could affect the 
kind of curriculum you can follow in the Sixth Form. In turn, this could affect your 
choice of career and destination in Higher Education. That is why the choice you make 
now is so important and why we try to give you as much help and advice as possible 
so that you make the right long-term decisions.  
 

 
Mr D Luckhurst 
Principal 
 

 



 

Which way now? 

The aim of this booklet is to help you to choose the subjects you will study in 
Year 10 and 11.  

We are going to help you choose the subjects which are right for you. 

Your first step is to read this booklet carefully; it will give you an idea of the 
choices available to you.  It is a good idea to discuss your ideas with other people 
before making your final decision.  

Remember, once your decisions have been made it may not be possible to 
change your choices, so it is important to choose carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art? 

Religious Studies? 
History? 

Geography? 
German? 

French? 

Health and Fitness? 

Physical Education? Music? 

Hospitality and 
Catering? 

Dance? 
Business Studies? 

Drama? 

Child Development? Retail Business? 

Prince’s Trust? 

 

 
Triple Science? 

Graphics? 

Textiles? 

Resistant 
Materials? 

Information Technologies? 



 

Who should I discuss my choices with? 

There are many people who might be helpful to speak to when thinking about 
your choices. Talk to as many people as you can to get as much information as 
possible.  

Teachers are important as they can tell you about the subject and whether it 
suits you.  

Your parents will be able to help you put your thoughts in order.   

Older students in Years 10 and 11 can be useful people to talk to if they are 
studying the subjects in which you are interested.  

You will have an individual options interview with a senior member of staff who 
will be able to give you useful advice and guidance. 

Mrs Majmudar and Mrs Henderson, who are in charge of Careers, will also be 
able to give you detailed advice and there is also lots of information available in 
the Careers Resource room (upstairs opposite IT support). 

You should also be aware of the entry criteria for studying in the sixth form at 
Drapers’ Academy. These criteria are available on the school website.  
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What subjects will I be doing in Years 10 and 11? 

Core subjects which everyone takes 

There are some subjects which everyone will study in Years 10 and 11.  

 English Language and Literature, Mathematics and Science are 
compulsory. Everyone will continue to study these to GCSE level (except 
a select number of students will be may take Entry Level English). 

 Most pupils will be expected to choose a modern foreign language. 
 Most pupils will be expected to choose either Geography or History (or 

both if you wish). 
 All pupils also continue to take non-exam PE. 

Options Subjects which students choose 

 Pupils then have free choices from a wide range of subjects. 

Qualifications on offer 

We offer a range of qualifications in different subjects. 

BTEC TECH/ Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2 Awards – vocational qualifications 
that are assessed through coursework with some external assessment, BTECs 
and Cambridge National tend to be more practical. These qualifications are the 
equivalent to 1 GCSE, but are graded Pass, Merit, Distinction. 

GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) – the standard 14-16 
qualification, GCSEs, are generally assessed through examination.  The grading 
for GCSEs has changed for all subjects. All subjects will be graded from 9 (highest 
grade) to 1 (lowest grade). A breakdown of the new grading structure compared 
to the old system is below. 
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Alternative courses in Science 

We offer different science courses to suit students with differing general 
abilities. These are: Triple Science with GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
or Trilogy Science GCSE (2 GCSES studying a combination of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics).   

 

 

 

Triple Science is our most challenging science pathway.  We strongly 
recommend that students who wish to study any science in the Sixth Form, study 
Triple Science at GCSE level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIPLE SCIENCE 





 

Core Subjects 
(All pupils will study these subjects) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORE
SUBJECTS

(All pupils will study these subjects)





GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE

Why study this subject?

Regardless of what you plan to study after Y11, the skills you 
develop in English will be of vital importance to your future.  In 
addition, studying English supports you in growing as a person 
as you explore a range of themes, situations and emotions 
through literature. You will spend two years reading interesting 
texts, discussing important issues and developing your ability to 
communicate effectively. 

What is the course content?

During Year 10 and 11 students will study the AQA Specification 
for two GCSE qualifications: English Language and English 
Literature.  

The two year course covers reading and analysing literary 
fiction and non-fiction texts, creative and perspective writing as 
well as speaking and listening.  Students will also study prose 
and poetry from the nineteenth-century to date, and drama 
texts, including at least one Shakespeare play.  

Students must obtain their own copies of:

• An Inspector Calls 
• Macbeth
• A Christmas Carol 

These will be available to purchase through the Finance 
Department. 

How is the course assessed?

The course is 100% examination.  There are four examinations, 
divided as follows:

1. English Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing (50% of language final mark)

2. English Language Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives (50% of language final mark)

3. English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 
Nineteenth-Century Novel (50% of literature final mark)

4. English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (50% 
of literature final mark)

Students are also required to complete a speaking and listening 
assessment.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

• AQA GCSE English Language
• AQA GCSE English Literature

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

The skills you acquire, consolidate 
and secure during the study of English 
literature and language, equip you for 
a multitude of diverse career paths 
post-GCSE including:

• Journalism 
• PR and Publishing
• Teaching
• Public Services
• Media and Broadcasting



GCSE MATHEMATICS

Why study this subject? 

Mathematics is a core subject.  Why? First and foremost it is key 
to everyday life, as many aspects will be needed on a day to day 
basis in real life.

Maths helps us have better problem-solving skills. Maths helps 
us think analytically and have better reasoning abilities. Analytical 
thinking refers to the ability to think critically about the world 
around us.  Analytical and reasoning skills are important because 
they help us solve problems and look for solutions.

What is the course content?

The subject content for the two tiers is based on the Mathematics 
National Curriculum for England: 

Number & Algebra
• develop & use flexibly a range of methods of computation, & 

apply to a variety of problems
• explore a variety of situations that lead to the expression of 

relationships
• consider how relationships between number operations 

underpin techniques for manipulating algebraic expressions
• consider how algebra can be used to model real-life 

situations and solve problems

Geometry & Measures
• use a variety of different representations
• explore shape and space through drawing and practical work 

using a wide range of materials
• use computers to generate and transform graphic images 

and to solve problems

Statistics & Probability
• formulate questions that can be considered using statistical 

methods
• undertake purposeful enquiries based on data analysis
• engage in practical and experimental work in order to 

appreciate some of the principles which govern random 
events

• look critically at some of the ways in which representations of 
data can be misleading and conclusions uncertain

Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change
• now a standalone area of content

How is the course assessed?

All students in Year 10 and 11 follow 
the Edexcel GCSE Mathematics two-
tier course. 

This standard two-tier model has a:  
• Higher tier covering grades 9 - 5
• Foundation tier covering grades 

5 - 1 

100 % Linear Assessment

Three final exams (one Non-Calculator 
& two with calculator allowed).

Each exam is 1hr 30mins.

The 3 exams are equally weighted, 
80 marks per paper for a total of 240 
marks.
 i.e. each exam counts for one-third of 
the full GCSE.

What qualifications will I 
achieve? 

GCSE Mathematics

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

Here are the top 14 professions that 
qualifications in Mathematics can lead 
to :

• Mathematician                                        
• Statistician
• Physicist                                                      
• Mathematical Science Teacher
• Actuary                                                        
• Operations research analyst
• Astronomer                                                
• Economist
• Marine Architect                                       
• Civil Engineer
• Mechanical Engineer                                
• Aerospace Engineer 
• Chemist                                                       
• Accountant



GCSE TRILOGY SCIENCE

Why study this subject?

Science involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics 
which help you to make sense of the world around you, ranging 
from how the body defends itself against dangerous pathogens 
and keeps you safe to how forces help to keep cars and 
rollercoasters grounded when travelling at speed. Practical 
activities in Biology, Chemistry and Physics will provide you with 
a range of investigative skills, which, when combined with core 
scientific knowledge, will equip you with the necessary skills in 
life.  

What is the course content?

How is the course assessed?

Each paper is a 1 hour and 15 minute written exam worth 70 
marks (16.7% of GCSE). Questions range from multiple choice, 
structured, closed short answers and open response.

What qualifications will I achieve?

You will be awarded two GCSE levels for science based on your 
overall performance across the 6 papers.

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Pathologist
• Teacher
• Physiotherapist
• Doctor
• Forensic Scientist
• Pharmacist
• Therapeutic Radiographer
• Chemical Engineer
• Agricultural Research Scientist
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What is the course content? 
 

Biology Chemistry Physics 
Cell Biology Atomic Structure & the Periodic 

Table 
Energy 

Organisation Bonding, Structure & Properties of 
Matter 

Electricity 

Infection and Response Quantitative Chemistry Particle Model of Matter 
Bioenergetics Chemical Changes Atomic Structure 
Homeostasis and Response Energy Changes Forces 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution Rate and Extent of Chemical 

Reaction 
Waves 

Ecology Organic Chemistry Magnetism & Electromagnetism 
 Chemical Analysis  
 Chemistry of the Atmosphere  
 Using Resources  

 

How is the course assessed? 
 

Biology Chemistry Physics 
Paper 1 (topics 1-4)  Paper 1 (topics 1-5) Paper 1 (topics 1-4) 
Paper 2 (topics 5-7) Paper 2 (topics 6-10) Paper 2 (topics 5-7) 

Each paper is a 1 hour and 15 minute written exam worth 70 marks (16.7% of GCSE). Questions range from multiple 
choice, structured, closed short answers and open response.  

What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
You will be awarded two GCSE levels for 
science based on your overall performance 
across the 6 papers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
 Pathologist 
 Teacher 
 Physiotherapist 
 Doctor 
 Forensic Scientist 
 Pharmacist 
 Therapeutic Radiographer 
 Chemical Engineer 
 Agricultural Research Scientist 
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What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
 Pathologist 
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GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE

Why study this subject?

Science involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics 
which help you to make sense of the world around you, ranging 
from how the body defends itself against dangerous pathogens 
and keeps you safe to how forces help to keep cars and 
rollercoasters grounded when travelling at speed. 

Practical activities in Biology, Chemistry and Physics will 
provide you with a range of investigative skills, which, when 
combined with core scientific knowledge, will equip you with the 
necessary skills in life. 

Triple Science involves studying the three scientific subjects 
separately, with each subject covering the core content included 
in the Trilogy Science award along with additional content in 
each subject.

What is the course content?

How is the course assessed?

Each subject has two 1 hour & 45 minute written exams worth 
100 marks each (50% of GCSE). Questions range from multiple 
choice, structured, closed short answers and open response.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

You will be awarded three separate 
GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Pathologist
• Teacher
• Physiotherapist
• Doctor
• Forensic Scientist
• Pharmacist
• Therapeutic Radiographer
• Chemical Engineer
• Agricultural Research Scientist

 
 
 
 

GCSE Triple Science 

Why study this subject? 
 
Science involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics which help you to make sense of the world around you, 
ranging from how the body defends itself against dangerous pathogens and keeps you safe to how forces help to keep 
cars and rollercoasters grounded when travelling at speed.  
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combined with core scientific knowledge, will equip you with the necessary skills in life.  
 
Triple Science involves studying the three scientific subjects separately, with each subject covering the core content 
included in the Trilogy Science award along with additional content in each subject.  
  
What is the course content? 
 

Biology Chemistry Physics 
Cell Biology Atomic Structure & the Periodic 

Table 
Energy 

Organisation Bonding, Structure & Properties of 
Matter 

Electricity 

Infection and Response Quantitative Chemistry Particle Model of Matter 
Bioenergetics Chemical Changes Atomic Structure 
Homeostasis and Response Energy Changes Forces 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution Rate and Extent of Chemical 

Reaction 
Waves 

Ecology Organic Chemistry Magnetism & Electromagnetism 
 Chemical Analysis  
 Chemistry of the Atmosphere  
 Using Resources  

 

 
How is the course assessed? 
 

Biology GCSE Chemistry GCSE Physics GCSE 
Paper 1 (topics 1-4)  Paper 1 (topics 1-5) Paper 1 (topics 1-4) 
Paper 2 (topics 5-7) Paper 2 (topics 6-10) Paper 2 (topics 5-7) 

 
Each subject has two 1 hour & 45 minute written exams worth 100 marks each (50% of GCSE). Questions range from 
multiple choice, structured, closed short answers and open response.  
 
 
What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
You will be awarded three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. 
 
 
 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
 Pathologist 
 Teacher 
 Physiotherapist 
 Doctor 
 Forensic Scientist 
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How is the course assessed? 
 

Biology GCSE Chemistry GCSE Physics GCSE 
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Each subject has two 1 hour & 45 minute written exams worth 100 marks each (50% of GCSE). Questions range from 
multiple choice, structured, closed short answers and open response.  
 
 
What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
You will be awarded three separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. 
 
 
 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
 Pathologist 
 Teacher 
 Physiotherapist 
 Doctor 
 Forensic Scientist 

N.B. All pupils will also have core PE lessons each week.



OPTIONS
SUBJECTS
(You will select 4 option subjects)

Options 
Subjects 

(You will select 4 option subjects) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





GCSE ART AND DESIGN

Why study this subject?

Creativity is an important quality that many employers and 
further educational institutes look for in candidates.

This course encourages students to:
• actively engage in the process of Art & Design in order 

to develop as effective and independent learners, and as 
critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.

• develop creative skills
• develop competence in a range of media and techniques
• develop cultural knowledge and understanding
• develop critical understanding
• develop personal attributes including self-confidence, 

resilience, perseverance, self-discipline and commitment.

What is the course content?

Students will experience a range of processes, media, materials 
and techniques, some familiar and some new.  They will develop 
their understanding of Art, Craft and Design through practical 
activities of making and investigating and through evaluating their 
own work and the work of artists, crafts-persons and designers 
from different periods and cultures. Each project or extended 
collection of work must demonstrate an ability to sustain work 
from initial starting points to the realisation of intentions and 
include evidence of research, the development of ideas and 
meaningful links with critical and contextual sources. Students 
will be given the opportunity to write their own project briefs and 
will work in a wide range of media.

How is the course assessed?

Component 1 Portfolio of work

60% of the total grade.  
Students will submit a portfolio of work that has been carefully 
selected from work undertaken during the course. The work 
must be thoughtfully presented and show evidence covering 
the four assessment objectives.  All of the work presented is 
marked by the Art Department staff, then moderated by AQA.

Component 2 Externally Set Task

40% of the total grade.  
Students are expected to produce a personal response to their 
chosen starting point within the exam paper. 

The externally set task will consist of a period of preparation, 
followed by 10 hours of sustained focused study, under exam 
conditions.  A response to all assessment objectives is required. 
All of the work presented is marked by the Art Department staff 
and moderated by AQA.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

One GCSE, specialising in either:
 
Art & Design: A broad course in 
which students can explore and 
develop ideas associated with two or 
more of the endorsements.

Fine Art: Students can select from 
a range of study areas within fine 
art including painting and drawing, 
sculpture and mixed media including 
collage and assemblage.

Textile Design: Students can select 
from a range of study areas within 
textile design including printed and 
dyed materials, domestic textiles, 
constructed, embellished and stitched 
textiles, fashion and costume.

Three-Dimensional Design: 
Students can select from a range of 
study areas within three-dimensional 
design including ceramics, sculpture, 
installation, design for theatre, and 
jewellery, body adornment and 
architectural design.

Graphic Design: Students can 
choose to explore the following areas 
or combine them. These include; 
design for print, advertising and 
branding, illustration, package design, 
typography, multi-media and signage.

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

Art and Design can open the door to a 
wide variety of careers.  Here are just 
a few:

• Artist
• Art therapist
• Art teacher
• Fashion designer/costume designer
• Interior designer
• Surface decoration
• Graphic designer
• Illustrator
• Advertising/ Marketing/ P.R
• Merchandising
• Floristry
• Garden designer
• TV production

See the Art page on Frog for links to 
useful websites.



GCSE BUSINESS

Why study this subject?

This qualification equips learners with the skills and confidence 
to explore how different business situations affect business 
decisions. It is a well-rounded introduction to the subject. The 
qualification will encourage learners to make informed choices 
about a wide range of further learning opportunities and career 
pathways, as well as develop life skills that enable them to 
become financially and commercially aware.

What is the course content?

Business 01:
Business activity, marketing and people (Year 10)

Students are introduced to business concepts and issues 
concerning the activities of a business. They explore the 
purpose and role of a business from spotting an opportunity, 
through to the growth of an established business. They also 
look at the role of marketing and human resources.

Business 02:
Operations, finance and influences on business (Year 11)

Students take a closer look at the role of operations and finance 
in business activity. Operations include production processes, 
quality of goods and services, customer service, and working 
with suppliers. Finance covers its role, its sources, costs, profit 
and loss, cash and cash flow.

They also explore how business responds to external 
influences, such as ethical and environmental considerations, 
the economic climate and globalisation, and the interdependent 
nature of business.

How is the course assessed?

There are two examinations on this course and your grade is 
awarded through 100% examination.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE (9–1) in Business

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

Accountancy, banking, human 
resources, marketing, economics, 
management consultancy, 
entrepreneurship and many more. 

Try 
www.icould.com/stories/subject/business-studies-and-economics/

for some ideas.
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Why study this subject? 
 
This qualification equips learners with the skills and confidence to explore how different business situations affect business 
decisions. It is a well-rounded introduction to the subject. The qualification will encourage learners to make informed 
choices about a wide range of further learning opportunities and career pathways, as well as develop life skills that enable 
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What is the course content? 
 
Business 01: Business activity, marketing and people (Year 10) 
 
Students are introduced to business concepts and issues concerning the activities of a business. They explore the purpose 
and role of a business from spotting an opportunity, through to the growth of an established business. They also look at 
the role of marketing and human resources. 
 
Business 02: Operations, finance and influences on business (Year 11) 
 
Students take a closer look at the role of operations and finance in business activity. Operations include production 
processes, quality of goods and services, customer service, and working with suppliers. Finance covers its role, its sources, 
costs, profit and loss, cash and cash flow. 
 
They also explore how business responds to external influences, such as ethical and environmental considerations, the 
economic climate and globalisation, and the interdependent nature of business. 
 
How is the course assessed? 
There are two examinations on this course and your grade is awarded through 100% examination. 

Content Overview Assessment Overview Weighting 
• Business activity  
• Marketing  
• People 

Business 1: Business activity, Marketing 
and People (01)  
80 Marks  
1 hour 30 minutes exam paper 

50% of total GCSE 

• Operations  
• Finance  
• Influences on business  
• The interdependent nature of 
business 

Business 2: operations, finance and 
influences on business (02) 
80 Marks  
1 hour 30 minutes exam paper 

50% of total GCSE 

 

 
What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
GCSE (9–1) in Business 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 

Accountancy, banking, human resources, marketing, economics, 
management consultancy, entrepreneurship and many more.  
 
Try www.icould.com/stories/subject/business-studies-and-economics/   for 
some ideas. 



CHILD DEVELOPMENT LEVEL 1/2 AWARD

Why study this subject?

This qualification is for students wishing to develop applied 
knowledge and practical skills in child development. It is designed 
with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare 
students for further qualifications in Childcare, Health and Social 
Care, Psychology, Sociology and Biology.

What is the course content?

All students will study three mandatory topics as follows: 

Unit 1: Health and well-being for child development 
Unit 2: Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of 
children from birth to five years 
Unit 3: Understand the development norms of a child from birth to 
five years

How is the course assessed?

Assessment

Unit 1: Written paper (1 hour 15 minutes) - 50% of the course

Unit 2: Course work – 25% of the course

Unit 3: Course work – 25% of the course

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National 
Certificate in Child Development

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Nursery worker/Manager
• Primary school teacher
• Health visitor
• Midwife
• Doctor
• Social Worker
• Play Therapist
• Play specialist 

 
 

 
 

Child Development Level 1/2 Award 

 
 

 
Why study this subject? 
This qualification is for students wishing to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in child development. It is 
designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare students for further qualifications in 
Childcare, Health and Social Care, Psychology, Sociology and Biology. 
 
What is the course content? 
All students will study three mandatory topics as follows:  
 

 Unit 1: Health and well-being for child development  
 Unit 2: Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of children from birth to five years  
 Unit 3: Understand the development norms of a child from birth to five years 

 
Units Content 

Unit 1 

The first unit of study underpins all of the other learning in this qualification. Students will 
develop the essential knowledge and understanding in child development, covering 
reproduction, parental responsibility, antenatal care, birth, postnatal checks, postnatal 
provision, conditions for development, childhood illnesses and child safety.  

Unit 2 

In the second topic of study, students will gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies 
and young children and an understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing 
appropriate equipment to meet all of these needs. This topic will also cover nutrition and 
hygiene practices and students will be given the opportunity to investigate feeding solutions, 
comparing these to nutritional requirements and evaluating the outcomes. 

Unit 3 

In the third topic of study, students will gain an understanding of the development norms from 
birth to five years and the stages and benefits of play.  Students will gain knowledge of, and 
skills in, developing activities to observe development norms in children up to the age of five. 
This topic will include researching, planning and carrying out activities with a child and 
observing and evaluating these activities, as well as comparing the child to the expected 
development norms. 

 

How is the course assessed? 
Assessment 
Unit 1: Written paper (1 hour 15 minutes) - 50% of the course 
Unit 2: Course work – 25% of the course 
Unit 3: Course work – 25% of the course 
What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Child Development 
 
 
 
 
 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
Nursery worker/Manager 
Primary school teacher 
Health visitor 
Midwife 
Doctor 
Social Worker 
Play Therapist 
Play specialist   



GCSE DANCE

Why study this subject?

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages 
students to develop their creative, physical, emotional and 
intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the 
subject.

This specification recognises the role of dance in young 
people’s lives and students will study a range of dance styles 
and style fusions. Apart from the solo performance, they 
can choose any style in which to perform and choreograph, 
providing it meets the assessment criteria. 

The study of the anthology of professional works will develop 
their ability to critically appraise professional dance works and 
provide a springboard for engaging in practical tasks. 

What is the course content?

The programme of study consists of the following units, 
weighted as outlined below.

Component 1: Performance and Choreography

What is assessed?

Performance

Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one 
minute in duration)
Duet/trio performance (three minutes in a dance which is a 
maximum of five minutes in duration)

Choreography

Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half 
minutes) or a group dance for two to five dancers (three to three 
and a half minutes.

Component 2: Dance Appreciation

What is assessed?

• Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes 
and performing skills 

• Critical appreciation of own work 
• Critical appreciation of professional works

Questions

Based on student’s own performance and choreography as well 
as the GCSE Dance anthology.

How is the course assessed?

How theory is assessed:
• 40% of GCSE
• Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
• 80 marks

How practical is assessed:

Internally marked and externally 
moderated 
Performance
• 30% of GCSE
• 40 marks
Choreography
• 30% of GCSE
• 40 marks
Total component: 60%

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

AQA GCSE Dance

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Professional dancer
• Dance teacher
• Choreographer
• Work in arts administration for a 

dance company or theatre
• Yoga/Pilates instructor
• Marketing for dancers
• Dance photographer/videographer 
• Costume designer
• Physical therapist
• Dance medicine therapist



GCSE DRAMA

Why study this subject?

Drama encourages creativity, focuses on practical work and 
develops skills that will support progression to further study of 
drama and a wide range of other subjects. The ‘set texts’ will 
require students to articulate how they would perform in certain 
roles, and design for certain scenes, putting practical work at the 
heart of the subject.

What is the course content?

All students will study three mandatory components as follows: 

Component 1: Devising
40% of the qualification 

• Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus (free 
choice for the school)

• Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance
• Performer or designer routes available

Component 2: Performance from Text
20% of the qualification

• Students will either perform in and/or design for two key 
extracts from one performance text

• Performer or designer routes available

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice
40% of the qualification

• Practical exploration and study of one complete performance 
text

• Live theatre evaluation – free choice of production for the 
school

Component 3 is a written examination - (1 hour 30 minutes) 
consisting of two sections:

Section A: Bringing Texts to Life
• This section consists of one question broken into six parts 

(short and extended responses) based on an unseen extract 
from the chosen performance text

• Performance texts are not allowed in the examination as the 
extracts will be provided.

Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation
• This section consists of two questions requiring students to 

analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance they have 
seen with the centre

• Students can bring in theatre evaluation notes of up to a 
maximum of 500 words

How is the course assessed?

Marks are awarded through:
70% written (Coursework and exam) 
30% practical (Devised and scripted)

They will participate in a minimum of 
two performances, one devised and 
one from a performance text which 
has been studied as part of the course 
– the rest of the course will consist of 
coursework and a written exam.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

Edexcel GCSE Drama

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Actor
• Broadcast presenter
• Drama therapist
• Runner, broadcasting/film/video
• Theatre director
• Theatre stage manager
• Community arts worker
• Further education teacher
• Media researcher
• Producer
• Secondary school teacher
• Television floor manager
• Theatre manager

The skills developed in drama 
are transferable and useful in 
most occupations such as public 
speaking, teamwork, leadership and 
commitment. Colleges and universities 
often look highly on GCSE drama as it 
shows this particular skillset 



GCSE FRENCH OR GERMAN

Why study this subject?

Besides developing excellent linguistic skills and personal 
resilience, studying languages for GCSE will also:

• improve your employment prospects and potential earning 
power

• develop your social skills, confidence and problem-solving 
ability

• give you the skills to work or study abroad
• help you to understand other cultures and traditions
• enable you to meet new people and make new friends
• help you understand your own language better
• impress potential employers and universities
• be fun, exciting and challenging
• improve your memory
• give you the chance to visit a French or German speaking 

country to use your skills

It is a great way to earn the respect of a potential employer (or 
higher education provider) by showing that you have the personal 
skills and qualities necessary to make a success of a challenging 
subject.  A languages GCSE helps you stand out from the crowd!

What is the course content?

Students will have the opportunity to regularly practise the four 
key skills listed below, and will work individually, in pairs and in 
groups.  GCSE classes are generally smaller than those at Key 
Stage 3, and students will benefit from the chance to learn in a 
supportive and stimulating environment. 

• Listening - to understand spoken French/German in a variety 
of different contexts

• Speaking - to communicate with French/German speakers, 
at home and abroad

• Reading - to understand a wide range of texts in French/
German, such as magazine articles, information found on the 
internet and literary texts and to produce short translations 
from the target language into English

• Writing - to produce your own texts in clear and accurate 
French/German and to produce short translations from 
English into the target language

How is the course assessed?

All four skills will be assessed by 
external exams at the end of the 
course.  Each skill is worth 25% and 
we work hard to ensure students are 
fully-prepared, confident and keen to 
show what they can do.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

Edexcel GCSE in French or German

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Diplomatic service officer
• Education consultant 
• Teacher
• International aid/development 

worker
• Marketing executive
• Interpreter 
• Journalist 
• Business person/entrepreneur
• Detective
• Logistics manager



GCSE GEOGRAPHY

Why study this subject?

Geography will teach you about the world in which you live 
and the mounting challenges we are all facing in protecting our 
planet. These include the issues surrounding the current climate 
emergency, threats to our ecosystems and how to cope with 
rapidly growing cities and changing economies.

Studying geography will help you to develop many skills that 
employers find desirable such as ICT, numeracy and literacy, as 
well as a keen interest in the world around you.  It is an excellent 
subject to take to support the core subjects as it involves many 
skills and topics that will help with your Maths, Science and 
English.

What is the course content?

In an exciting new syllabus, you will study…

Physical geography topics including:
• Natural Hazards including earthquakes, tropical storms and 

extreme weather brought about by climate change.
• The climate emergency and how we can tackle it.
• River and Glaciated Landscapes, looking at processes and 

landforms and how we can manage these areas.
• The Living World including deforestation in the Amazon and 

the opportunities and challenges facing deserts.

Human geography topics including:
• Urban Issues and Challenges including detailed case studies 

of urban change in London and rapid growth in Lagos.
• The Changing Economic World including detailed case 

studies of Nigeria and economic futures in the UK.
• The Challenge of Managing Resources with a particular 

focus on how to feed the world.

As part of the course, you will also participate in two days of 
fieldwork in Stratford and Epping Forest.

How is the course assessed?

Exam board:  AQA

Paper 1:  Physical Geography: 1 hour 
30 minutes
Paper 2:  Human Geography: 1 hour 
30 minutes
Paper 3:  Issue evaluation and 
fieldwork: 1 hour 15 minutes.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE Geography

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

Geographers go on to careers in many 
fields including: 
• Finance
• Meteorology
• Travel and tourism
• Teaching
• Town planning
• Environmental conservation
• Surveying

A qualification in geography is 
regarded highly by employers because 
of the many transferable skills 
developed within the subject.



GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – GRAPHIC PRODUCTS

Why study this subject?

If you have an interest in the world of graphical communication 
(images) and would enjoy designing products using computer 
graphics, traditional drawing techniques and then make the 
your ideas using the CAD/CAM process, then this course is for 
you. The primary materials you would use in this Design and 
Technology subject would be paper and card.

What is the course content?

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate 
confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological 
world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider 
influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, 
cultural, environmental and economic factors.  Students will get 
the opportunity to work creatively when designing, making and 
applying technical expertise with practical outcomes.

The GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing 
and making principles, including a broad range of design 
processes, materials techniques and equipment. 

They will also specialise their skills in Graphical Products, 
which is concerned with visual imagery and the production of 
3 dimensional outcomes.  Students will be taught a wide range 
of graphical techniques to create, develop and communicate 
solutions to a problem.  The solutions will be modelled in 
compliant materials to convey 3D dimensional concepts to 
others, using variety on manufacturing techniques.

You will learn:
• To be creative and innovative
• To produce effect sketch design ideas against a design 

criteria
• To generate images using computer paint packages
• To manufacture products using CAD/ CAM
• To consider the environment and sustainability issues 
• To design products that meets the needs of consumer

How is the course assessed?

Controlled Assessment - 50% of the total marks

• A design and make project where students respond to a 
given design brief

• Students will be given 40 hours to complete the project 
during their lessons in Year 11

Written Examination Paper (2 hours) - 50% of the total 
marks

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE Design and Technology (AQA)

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Graphic designer 
• Computer game designer 
• Interior designer 
• Architect 
• Landscape designer 
• Illustrator 
• Product designer



NCFE IN HEALTH AND FITNESS LEVEL 1/2

Why study this subject?

It is an extremely rewarding course to do, but you must be 
prepared to work hard. It will act as a good stepping stone 
for those wishing to study Sport at College, either at A Level 
or BTEC Diploma level.  Those wishing to pick this subject 
should have a keen interest in sport and the way the human 
body works and prepares itself for physical activity.   As well as 
already participating in a range of PE extra-curricular activities. 

What is the course content?

The lessons will be based in a classroom and you will learn the 
theory content of the course.  There will be 3 theory lessons 
per week, with the opportunity for some of these lessons to 
be taught practically to complete your coursework. The exam 
board will release a synoptic project in the December of year 11 
which will be your coursework assignment. The topics covered 
are as follows:

• Understand and identify the main body systems and their 
functions 

• Understand the Principles of Training and FITT 
• Explore how physical activities effect the body in the short 

and long term 
• How relevant fitness test can be used for specific health 

and skill components of Fitness 
• Understand different lifestyle analysis tools and how to 

apply them 
• How to create a Health and Fitness programme

How is the course assessed?

1. 60% of your marks are based on your controlled 
assessment coursework, which is set by the exam board in Year 
11.   This is completed in lesson time and your own time as 
homework to strict deadlines.  It is then marked by your teacher 
and moderated by an external examiner. 

2. 40% of your final mark will be based on the 1 hour 30 
minute exam in year 11.   This could include any of the topics 
covered during lesson time and requires you to pass it in order 
to pass the entire course. 

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

Upon completing this course you 
will achieve a certificate for the 
NCFE technical award in Health and 
Fitness.  The grade of a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction will be awarded applicable 
to your level of coursework and exam.   
These grades are equivalent to GCSE 
grades and carry the same weighting.

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

This subject could lead to various 
careers in the world of sports, 
including:

• Sports coaching
• Sports Therapy
• Physiotherapy
• Sports Psychology
• Nutrition
• Personal Training



GCSE HISTORY

Why study this subject?

‘History is the story of us, the human race - why we are here and 
why our world is like it is’.

The GCSE History course provides students with a varied 
and interesting range of topics designed to develop existing 
knowledge and introduce exciting new stories from World History, 
many of which have had a major impact on the world we live in 
today.  

History provides you with a wide range of skills that employers 
value. They know you understand what motivates people. They 
know that you are able to gather and read different kinds of 
information and can check it for biased views or propaganda. 
You are also able to interpret sources, diagrams and data, 
communicate effectively and write your ideas down clearly and 
concisely.  

What is the course content?

Firstly, as part of the Historic study and Historic environment 
paper students delve deep into the fascinating world of Medicine 
through time. From early 13th century beliefs in the supernatural 
and the role of religion in medicine, we look at the gruesome 
practices of early doctors, involving bloodletting and leeches. 
We chart the development of our understanding of medicine 
and medical practices, right through to modern discoveries of 
vaccines and antibiotics. 

Henry the VIII is the focus of our British Depth study as we 
uncover the dramatic story of the King who was never meant to 
be King. We will look at the arrogant, young, renaissance Prince, 
who dreamt of emulating the warrior kings of old, and the old 
stubborn King who refused to accept the ruling of the church and 
changed England forever. 

In contrast, the period study takes a more modern approach, 
focusing on the drama and espionage of the Cold War and 
the relations between the superpowers that were the USSR 
and USA.  Students will learn how the development of nuclear 
weapons created a tension that threatened to spill out into a third 
world war, for example during the Cuban Missile Crisis. They will 
look at the reasons for the building of the Berlin Wall as well as 
the factors that led to its destruction. 

The Nazis and Weimar Germany are our final topic for the 
modern depth study in paper 3. Students will gain a detailed 
insight into the twists and turns that led to Hitler and the Nazi 
party taking control of Germany and their impact on the lives 
of the people. From the ill-fated decision to sign the Treaty of 
Versailles, to the impact of the Wall Street Crash, we chart the 
development of the Nazi party from a small right wing fringe party 
to an all-powerful dictatorship and Hitler’s infamous persecution 
of Jews and minority groups.  

How is the course assessed?

100% examination split into 3 
written exams
• Paper 1 Medicine: 1 hour 15 minutes
• Paper 2 Cold War and Henry VIII: 1 
hour 45 minutes
• Paper 3 Germany: 1 hour 20 minutes

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE History 

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

History can be useful in many job 
sectors including:

• Law
• Journalism
• Publishing
• Marketing, sales and advertising
• Broadcast media and performing 

arts
• Law 
• Police force
• Civil Service 
• Education



HOSPITALITY & CATERING LEVEL 1/2 AWARD

Why study this subject?

This new Technical Award in Hospitality and Catering has been 
designed to give learners an introduction to life and work in 
the catering industry. Learners will get the chance to develop, 
practice and demonstrate these skills, making a variety of food 
products. They will need to consider satisfactory/unsatisfactory 
nutrition, clients’ needs and environmental factors to do with the 
dishes that they produce.  This subject is suitable for those with 
a keen interest in commercial employment opportunities and 
an understanding of factors such as nutrition that affect menu 
planning and production. As a key part of the course is a written 
investigation and evaluation.

What is the course content?

The course will allow learners to develop a knowledge of 
preparation, cooking and presentation techniques/skills in order 
to produce high quality food products.    They will work both 
collaboratively and independently to create food products for 
different user groups.  They will learn to develop menus and will 
create detailed plans to prepare their chosen dishes.  

Although the course has a practical aspect learners are 
expected to create in depth written research and an 
investigation focussing on satisfactory/unsatisfactory nutrition, 
as well as focussing on equipment, costings and environmental 
issues and impacts within the catering industry.  

They will also develop an awareness of commercial practices 
and employment opportunities. Good literacy skills are essential 
to be able to explain and evaluate final practical outcomes.

How is the course assessed?

The controlled assessment task is worth 60% of the final grade, 
4 hours of cooking and 5 hours of written project work.

The written exam is worth 40% of the final grade. It is a 1 hour 
and 30 minutes exam. The course is graded Level 1 Pass, 
Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction and Level 2 
Distinction*.  The examination consists of multiple choice, 
and in-depth scenario questions relating to all areas of the 
Hospitality & Catering Industry.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

A Level 2 in Hospitality and Catering 
at a Pass, Merit or Distinction.  (A 
‘Pass’ is equivalent to a GCSE level 4 
or above).

WJEC examination board

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Baker
• Barista
• Cake decorator
• Chef
• Catering manager 
• Restaurant manager
• Butler
• Bar person
• Waiting staff
• Food technologist



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES LEVEL 1/2 AWARD

Why study this subject?

The course is designed to give students a real understanding of 
their digital environment, develop key skills, and prepare them 
for their future use of IT in their chosen careers across a wide 
range of job roles.

What is the course content?

The course focuses on data, how it is collected, used, 
processed, interpreted and presented within the framework 
of an IT project life cycle. It will allow learners to be confident 
IT users across a range of digital technology, developing their 
transferable skills and knowledge to continue to be confident IT 
users with new technology as it emerges.

There is also an emphasis on Cybersecurity, including topics 
such as DDOS attacks, Black Hat Hacking and White Hat 
Hacking. Students will look at consequences and prevention of 
these areas.

Students will also develop an understanding of key IT legislation 
including GDPR, The Data Protection Act, The Computer 
Misuse Act, to name a few.

How is the course assessed?

The OCR Cambridge Nationals Certificate Level 1/Level 2 in 
Information Technologies is assessed through a combination 
of coursework (50%) and exams (50%). Both are externally 
assessed by OCR Examination Board. 

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

Each Unit Assessment is graded 
at Pass, Merit, Distinction and 
Distinction* at Level 1 and Level 
2. They must complete both units 
of assessment to achieve the 
qualification. 

Level 2 is the equivalent of a GCSE 
Level 4 pass.

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

As well as allowing progression 
to A-levels and further education, 
possible career paths include 

• Cybersecurity
• Project Management
• IT Legislation
• Digital Marketing
• Business Administration



MUSIC LEVEL 1/2 AWARD

Why study this subject?

• This course offers a more practical approach to music 
making than the GCSE pathway and builds on knowledge and 
skills more relevant to today’s contemporary musicians and 
technologists, and allows students to place more emphasis on 
their own areas of expertise and interest

• As recognised in the Music Education in England 
review (DfE; 2011) other proven benefits of a quality music 
education include “Increased self-esteem and aspirations; 
improved behaviour and social skills; and improved academic 
attainment in areas such as numeracy, literacy and language.”

Students are given the opportunity to develop:

• Instrumental skills through the provision of free weekly 
instrumental tuition

• Understanding of musical theory
• Creativity through the study of a range of genres and 

composition and improvisation
• Solo and ensemble performance skills 
• Understanding and knowledge of music related 

technologies and software
• Awareness of career paths within the music industry and 

related sectors 
• Investigative, analytical, critical and aural skills
• Teamwork, autonomy, planning and problem solving skills

What is the course content?

This is a performance course and as such students will 
be required to attend instrumental lessons, maintain daily 
independent practice and take part in a number of public 
performances.

Students complete three coursework projects; Music 
Knowledge Development (20%), Live Music Performance (40%) 
and Instrumental Study (40%)

How is the course assessed?

The programme is assessed through coursework only with 
no final written exam but does include a 30 hour performance 
based project conducted under controlled assessment 
conditions. All coursework is graded  Pass, Merit or Distinction 
enabling a Distinction* grade overall (equivalent to a grade of 
8.5 at GCSE)

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

RSL Level 2 Certificate in 
Performance for Music Practitioners

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• touring or recording musician
• composer
• teacher
• music journalism
• sound engineer
• producer
• event management
• tour/stage/production manager



PRINCE’S TRUST ACHIEVE PROGRAMME (NON GCSE)

Why study this subject? 

As part of the programme, you will have the opportunity to 
explore a range of modules designed to develop confidence and 
key skills to be able to live, learn and earn.

• Personal and social development: By working in small 
groups and learning to work with others

• Life skills: Through fun and interactive sessions, you’ll learn 
how to manage money, be healthy and stay safe

• Active citizenship: You’ll work as part of a team to make a 
difference to your local community

• Enterprise project: This is a Dragons’ Den style challenge. 
Ready to put your entrepreneurial skills to the test? 

• Preparation for work: Create a tip-top CV, practise for 
future interviews and explore your skills and talents through 
undertaking work experience

What is the course content?

How is the course assessed?

Students complete coursework linked to each module.  Some 
modules include practical activities, for example participating 
in exercise and enterprise.  There is no exam element to any 
module.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

Each of the units can be delivered at 
Entry Level 3, Level 1 or Level 2.

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

Modules cover a range of skills which 
could be used when applying for any 
career opportunity.

 
 

 
 

Prince’s Trust Achieve Programme (non GCSE) 

 

 

 

 

 

Why study this subject?  
 
As part of the programme, you will have the opportunity to explore a range of modules designed to develop 
confidence and key skills to be able to live, learn and earn. 

 Personal and social development: By working in small groups and learning to work with others 
 Life skills: Through fun and interactive sessions, you'll learn how to manage money, be healthy and stay safe 
 Active citizenship: You'll work as part of a team to make a difference to your local community 
 Enterprise project: This is a Dragons' Den style challenge. Ready to put your entrepreneurial skills to the test?  
 Preparation for work: Create a tip-top CV, practise for future interviews and explore your skills and talents 

through undertaking work experience 

 
What is the course content? 
 

Modules Units covered 
Skills for school Planning for Personal Development 
Personal, Social Development Teamwork, Participating in Exercise, Personal Project 
Life Skills Managing Money, Digital Skills, Preparing for a Healthy Lifestyle 
Active Citizenship Community Project 
Enterprise Projects Undertaking an Enterprise Project 
Preparation for Work Presentation Skills, Leadership Skills, Work Experience, Career Planning, 

Customer Service 
 

How is the course assessed? 
 
Students complete coursework linked to each module.  Some modules include practical activities, for example 
participating in exercise and enterprise.  There is no exam element to any module. 

What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
Each of the units can be delivered at Entry Level 3, Level 1 or Level 2. 
 

 Minimum 
Units 

Minimum 
Units 

Maximum 
Credits 

Award 2 6 18 
Certificate n/a 21 36 
Diploma n/a 39 57 

 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
Modules cover a range of skills which could 
be used when applying for any career 
opportunity. 
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Why study this subject?  
 
As part of the programme, you will have the opportunity to explore a range of modules designed to develop 
confidence and key skills to be able to live, learn and earn. 

 Personal and social development: By working in small groups and learning to work with others 
 Life skills: Through fun and interactive sessions, you'll learn how to manage money, be healthy and stay safe 
 Active citizenship: You'll work as part of a team to make a difference to your local community 
 Enterprise project: This is a Dragons' Den style challenge. Ready to put your entrepreneurial skills to the test?  
 Preparation for work: Create a tip-top CV, practise for future interviews and explore your skills and talents 

through undertaking work experience 

 
What is the course content? 
 

Modules Units covered 
Skills for school Planning for Personal Development 
Personal, Social Development Teamwork, Participating in Exercise, Personal Project 
Life Skills Managing Money, Digital Skills, Preparing for a Healthy Lifestyle 
Active Citizenship Community Project 
Enterprise Projects Undertaking an Enterprise Project 
Preparation for Work Presentation Skills, Leadership Skills, Work Experience, Career Planning, 

Customer Service 
 

How is the course assessed? 
 
Students complete coursework linked to each module.  Some modules include practical activities, for example 
participating in exercise and enterprise.  There is no exam element to any module. 

What qualifications will I achieve? 
 
Each of the units can be delivered at Entry Level 3, Level 1 or Level 2. 
 

 Minimum 
Units 

Minimum 
Units 

Maximum 
Credits 

Award 2 6 18 
Certificate n/a 21 36 
Diploma n/a 39 57 

 

What careers could this subject lead to? 
 
Modules cover a range of skills which could 
be used when applying for any career 
opportunity. 
 



GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Why study this subject?

Drapers’ Academy is situated in Harold Hill, which is part of 
Greater London, one of the busiest cities in the world.
It is estimated that up to 8.7 million people live here. Each one of 
us makes decisions every day. Some decisions are big, others 
are small. BUT! … How do we decide what is right or wrong? 
And? … Will all 8.7 million of us agree?  

However you decide, you will certainly find another Londoner 
who disagrees with you. But are the decisions really up to us 
anyway? Is it possible that there is some kind of God directing 
our lives? Or does science prove that God does not exist?  In 
GCSE Religious Studies, we ask BIG questions. … About who 
we are, how we act and what we believe? We see how other 
people interpret the world, how this affects their decisions every 
single day …

We even question how this affects our own lives - and the other 
8.7 million people we share our lives with.

So, the BIG question for you is why shouldn’t I study Religious 
Studies at GCSE? 

What is the course content?

At Drapers’ Academy, we currently study the AQA GCSE 
Religious Studies A syllabus.  Our GCSE covers TWO of 
the major world religions (Christianity and Islam) and four 
contemporary ethical themes, ensuring our students have a 
diverse choice of intriguing subjects to explore. 

The course is split into TWO components:
Component 1:  The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 
and practices for both Christianity and Islam.
Students will study the influence of the beliefs, teachings and 
practices studied on individuals, communities and societies. 
For Christianity beliefs and teachings, the students will cover: 
Key beliefs; Jesus Christ and salvation. For Christian Practices, 
the students will cover: Worship and festivals  including their 
importance for Christians in Great Britain today. The role of 
the church in the local and worldwide community including the 
work of one of the following: Catholic Agency For Overseas 
Development (CAFOD), Christian Aid, Tearfund. For Islamic 
beliefs and teachings the students will cover:  Key Beliefs 
including predestination and human freedom and its relationship 
to the Day of Judgement. Authority including the role and 
importance of holy texts such as the Qur’an and Hadith For 
Islamic practices the students will cover: Worship including the 
role and importance of the Five Pillars; Duties and festivals 
including the  role and significance of Ramadan, the Hajj and 
Jihad and their importance for Muslims in Great Britain today.

Component 2: Thematic studies (Religious, philosophical 
and ethical studies)
Students will study a total of four themes from Component 2; 
Theme A: Relationships and families; Theme B: Religion and 
life; Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment and Theme F: 
Religion, human rights and social justice.
Students will be made aware of different religious perspectives 

on the issues studied within and/
or between religious and non-
religious beliefs such as atheism and 
humanism. 

Students will also study religious, 
philosophical and ethical arguments 
related to the issues raised, and 
their impact and influence on the 
modern world. This will involve in 
depth studies of the following topics: 
Sex, marriage and divorce; Families 
and gender equality; Abortion and 
Euthanasia; Animal experimentation; 
The origins and value of the universe; 
The origins and value of human 
life; Religion, crime and the causes 
of crime; Religion and punishment 
(Corporal punishment, Death penalty 
and Forgiveness); Human rights (Incl. 
Status of Women in Religion); Wealth 
and poverty. 

Students will also study religious, 
philosophical and ethical arguments 
related to these issues and their impact 
and influence on the modern world.  
Students will be expected to show their 
understanding of religion through the 
application of teachings from religion 
and beliefs (Component 1). They will 
also be expected to make specific 
references to sources of wisdom 
and authority including scripture and/
or sacred texts from Christianity and 
Islam.

How is the course assessed?

100% examination split into 2 written 
exams
• Paper 1: Component 1: The study 
of religions: Beliefs, teachings and 
practices: 1 hour 45 minutes
• Paper 2: Component 2: Thematic 
studies: 1 hour 45 minutes

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE Religious Studies 

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Politics
• Law
• Police force
• Media and journalism
• Entertainment
• Civil Service



GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – RESISTANT MATERIALS

Why study this subject?

If you enjoy design and manufacturing real products using wood, 
metal and plastics then this course will enhance your interest. 
You will be given the opportunity to make products from jewellery 
boxes to coffee tables and often incorporate electronics like 
phone docking speakers.

What is the course content?

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate 
confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological 
world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider 
influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, 
cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get 
the opportunity to work creatively when designing, making and 
apply technical expertise.
The GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing 
and making principles, including a broad range of design 
processes, materials techniques and equipment. 

They will also specialise their skills in Resistant Materials which 
will involve designing and making products using three main 
materials: - wood, metal and plastic.

Students will have to follow a design process which involves 
describing a problem, research, analysis, writing a specification, 
sketching ideas, developing a solution, planning, making, testing 
and evaluating.

The use of Computer Aided Design and Manufacture will be used 
to improve the quality and manufacture of the projects.

Students will learn:

• To be creative and innovative
• To produce effect sketch design ideas against a design 

criteria
• To manufacture products using CAD/ CAM
• To consider the environment and sustainability issues 
• To design products that meets the needs of consumers
• To critically evaluate a product based on a specification

How is the course assessed?

Controlled Assessment - 50% of the 
total marks

• A design and make project where 
students respond to a given design 
brief
• Students will be given 40 hours 
to complete the project during their 
lessons in Year 11

Written Examination Paper (2 
hours) - 50% of the total marks

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE Design and Technology (AQA)

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Product designer
• Construction
• Carpenter
• Engineering
• Furniture designer



RETAIL BUSINESS LEVEL 1 / 2

Why study this subject?

The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Retail Business offers 
a learning experience that focuses learning for 14-16 year olds 
through applied learning, i.e. acquiring and applying knowledge, 
skills and understanding through purposeful tasks set in sector 
or subject contexts that have many of the characteristics of real 
work. This course is graded as Pass, Merit and Distinction. Some 
of the topics that are cover in the course are understanding how 
retail businesses prepare for changes in the retail environment, 
being able to propose changes to retail operations and being 
able to recommend solutions to retail business issues.

What is the course content?

Unit 1- In this unit you will learn about the principles of customer 
service and how retailers use these to set the standards that 
are at the heart of the customer experience. You will develop 
research skills so that you can investigate the quality of the 
customer experience across different retailers, analysing 
and presenting your findings. You will explore and gain an 
understanding of how customer service affects the behaviour of 
both customers and
employees.

Unit 2- Through this unit you will learn about the issues faced 
by retailers in today’s highly competitive market. You will gain 
knowledge of the retail sector and how its retailers organise their 
businesses to respond to change. You will be able to use the 
knowledge and understanding you gain in order to recommend 
how different types of retailers can respond to issues.

Unit 3- With this unit you will learn about the everyday activities 
of a retailer and how different retailers organise these activities. 
You will also learn how retailers prepare for changes by re-
organising their operations. You will use what you learn to 
propose to retailers how they could organise their operations to 
respond to change.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1 Customer Experience
The applied purpose of the unit is to 
review the quality of the customer 
experience in a retail organisation. 
Why is customer service so important? 
In this unit you will learn about the 
principles of customer service and how 
retailers use these to set the standards 
that are at the heart of the customer 
experience. This unit is graded as a 
project-‘NEA’.

Unit 2 Retail Business
Through this unit you will learn about 
the issues faced by retailers in today’s 
highly competitive market. You will 
gain knowledge of the retail sector 
and how its retailers organise their 
businesses to respond to change. 
You will be able to use the knowledge 
and understanding you gain in order 
to recommend how different types of 
retailers can respond to issues.

• 75 minute examination; 
• Short and extended answer 
questions, based on stimulus material 
and applied contexts; 
• Each question will have an applied 
problem solving scenario; 

Unit 3 Retail Operations
With this unit you will learn about 
the everyday activities of a retailer 
and how different retailers organise 
these activities. You will also learn 
how retailers prepare for changes by 
re-organising their operations. You 
will use what you learn to propose to 
retailers how they could organise their 
operations to respond to change.  This 
unit is also graded as a project-‘NEA’.

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

WJEC Award in Retail Business

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

Retail management, merchandising, 
logistic, law, human resources, 
marketing, and many more. 

Try
www.icould.com/stories/subject/business-studies-and-economics/

for some ideas.



GCSE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – TEXTILES

Why study this subject?

This course predominately prepares you for the world of fashion 
and textiles. You will be trained to design and make fully 
functioning clothing products for a client.

What is the course content?

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to 
participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 
technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn 
from wider influences on Design and Technology including 
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic 
factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively 
when designing and making and apply technical and practical 
expertise.

The GCSE allows students to study core technical and 
designing and making principles, including a broad range of 
design processes, materials techniques and equipment. 

For students with genuine interest in fashion design they will 
develop specialist skills in textiles and given the opportunity 
to design and make quality ‘real life’ products, using different 
types of fabrics, techniques and processes relevant to today’s 
environment. 

Students are required to fully demonstrate their design and 
technology capabilities by combining skills with knowledge 
and understanding, in order to design and make quality textile 
products, such as clothes, accessories (belts, bags, hats) etc.  

During the two-year course, students will be involved in studying 
different fashion trends and forecasts, fabrics, design for retail 
and commercial purposes.  Planning and organisation can be 
undertaken using computers, either to aid design work or the 
making of the product.  Students will be given the opportunities 
to explore different means of fabric embellishment, for example 
screen printing, batik, tie dye, silk painting as well as using a 
laser cutter.

How is the course assessed?

Controlled Assessment - 50% of the 
total marks
• A design and make project where 
students respond to a given design 
brief
• Students will be given 40 hours 
to complete the project during their 
lessons in Year 11

Written Examination Paper (2 hours) - 
50% of the total marks

What qualifications will I 
achieve?

GCSE Design and Technology (AQA)

What careers could this 
subject lead to?

• Fashion Designer
• Textile Designer
• Interior Designer
• Fashion Retail



PUBLIC SERVICES LEVEL 1 / 2 BTEC FIRST AWARD

Why study this subject? 

BTEC First in Public Services can help you take your first 
steps towards a career supporting the public. You will learn 
the essential skills for a wide range of careers, from the armed 
services and police force to roles at local authorities and central 
government. 

You will gain a broad knowledge and understanding whilst 
developing essential skills required to support progression into 
employment or higher level qualifications in this area. 

The course aims to help you develop essential skills and 
attributes prized by employers, further education colleges and 
higher education institutions. 

What is the course content? 

You will be studying the core units of: 

• The Role and Work of the Public Services - this unit will 
enable you to explore how the public services are grouped 
and their roles and work. 

• Working Skills in the Public Service Sector - this unit is 
designed to give you an understanding of public service 
customers and the working skills public service personnel 
use to meet the needs of their customers. 

In addition, you will be studying a range of topics including 
teamwork, emergency incidents, volunteering, navigation and 
health and fitness. 

How is the course assessed? 

You will be assessed via a range of methods including 
worksheets, written/oral questions, external tests, projects, 
reports, presentations and practical observations. You will build 
a portfolio of evidence as you progress through the course. The 
majority of the course is internally assessed through this portfolio 
with one unit externally assessed through an exam. 

What qualifications will I achieve?

BTEC L1 Introductory in Public Services 

What careers could this 
subject lead to? 

BTEC First qualifications offer 
an introduction to work in a 
vocational sector. Combined with 
other qualifications, these can enable 
you to go on to further study, to an 
apprenticeship, or into employment. 

• Working for local government and 
local councils.

• Roles that invlolve working with the 
public.



 

Your final choice 

Once you have had the chance to consider all the options available, you need to 
decide which subjects you want to do. 

Remember, once you have started your course in Year 10 you will not be 
allowed to change subjects. 

You will be invited to a 1-1 Options meeting with a senior member of staff on 
January 27th 2022 or in the week following.  At this meeting you will discuss and 
agree your Option choices. You will receive and complete your individualised 
Options Form at this meeting. 

On the final page of this booklet there is a page for you to jot down your 
thoughts and ideas for your Options. This will help to ensure that your meeting 
goes well. 

Will I always get my first choice? 

Sometimes, if a subject does not attract enough students it may have to be 
withdrawn. Occasionally, it is not possible to give a student the exact 
combination of subjects they would like to study.  In these instances, we aim to 
ensure that the student gets one of their ‘reserve’ subjects instead.  

We try our best to ensure that all students get the subjects of their choice, but 
we cannot give guarantees.  

 

 

 

Notes page for you to record your ideas for your Options Choices  
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Name:        Form: 

 

1. Future Career: 
I do/do not know what I want to do for my career. I enjoy … 
 
 

2. History or Geography (underline which one best describes you)  
History: I like/love history and am doing well in it. I might need it for my 
future career. 
Geography: I like/love geography and am doing well in it. I might need it 
for my future career. 
Both: The humanities subjects are my favourite subjects and I want to do 
both of them. I will probably study some of them at A level. 
 

3. Modern Foreign Languages (underline which one best describes you) 
French: I have studied French during KS3. I am going to achieve the EBACC 
as I know that Universities look for this.  
German: I have studied German during KS3. I am going to achieve the 
EBACC as I know that Universities look for this.  
 

4. Options subjects (underline which ones best describe you) 
 I enjoy writing 
 I enjoy practical subjects 
 My future career choices will probably need me to study … 
 I am creative 
 I enjoy puzzles and solving problems 
 I enjoy working with others 
 I prefer to work on my own 
 I work well independently 

Now using this booklet jot down some possible options you would like to study 
during year 10 and year 11:  

 

______________       ______________       _______________        ______________ 

 

_____________       ______________ 




