
Foreword
Dear pupils, students, parents, carers and our extended community,

After a long but very positive school year I welcome you to our Summer 2019 newsletter.  As ever, this term 
has been pretty full on to say the least.  Our Year 11s and Year 13s continued their motivation to do well 
right up until their last examinations.  Preparation is key to doing well and we hope that they all achieve the 
grades they truly deserve.  I wish all of our pupils and students who are leaving us this term, the very best 
of luck for their futures.

As I’ve said before, schools should not just be about examination grades. Of course they are very important 
and remain a priority, but in order to do well in them you should also be involved in the wider school 
curriculum; trips, competitions, employment skills sessions, musical events, expeditions, theme weeks, 
literacy competitions, debating, overseas trips, charitable work, sporting activities, technology projects, 
independent learning awards etc. The list is endless, and you’ll find lots of inspirational examples of these 
within this newsletter.

Enrichment matters because it helps to develop young people’s cultural capital.  Cultural capital is the 
accumulation of knowledge, behaviours, and skills that a person can tap into to demonstrate their cultural 
competence.  Evidence suggests that the cultural capital passed on through families helps children do better 
in school.  This occurs at an enhanced level for pupils who are privately educated.  Therefore, it is imperative 
that Drapers’ Academy increases its young people’s cultural capital in order for them to be able to compete 
at the highest level in this challenging world we all live in.

Our strict uniform policy throughout the school and into the Sixth Form, and the importance of dressing 
smart, is another aspect of developing our young people’s cultural capital.  Encouraging young children to 
speak using grammatically correct English, reading widely, improving their handwriting and behaving with 
decorum inside and out of school are also important skills that will improve future career success.
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I make no apology for our high 
aspirations, we have been promoting 
this aspect of our curriculum since 
the Academy first opened and we 
will continue to do so, broadening 
the minds of our young people in 
our quest for them to lead full and 
happy lives long after they leave us.

Have a fun filled and enjoyable 
summer!  

Best wishes,

Mr Luckhurst, Principal Introducting my new team of Prefects for 2019-2020
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SDiversity Week - Mr Luck

Diversity Week took place Monday 1st July to Friday 5th July. At Drapers’ Academy, we held a number 
of activities planned to help celebrate LGBT+ Equality in Education, along with hundreds of thousands of 
pupils and school staff across the UK. These included…

• Staff and students wearing ‘Rainbow Ribbons’ and Pride Stickers to show support for Diversity Week
• Displaying posters of Drapers’ Diversity Icons in the Street (made by members of Drapers’ LGBT+ Club)
• Hosting a Drapers’ Variety Show 
• A bake sale for ‘Diversity Role Models’/’Just Like Us’
• Staff and Sixth Formers purchasing and wearing rainbow lanyards
• A fantastic display with reading linked to LGBT Equality being created in the library by Miss Gray
• Flying the Rainbow flag outside of school for the week.
• Form activities looking at the stories of people who have grown up LGBT, facts linked to LGBT equality 

and its impact on Mental Health, and an LGBT quiz!

Pupils and staff engaged with the activities enthusiastically throughout the week, and the issue of LGBT 
Equality was certainly brought to the fore. Pupils commented on important this issue is to them, and staff 
were able to demonstrate their support also. Planning for next year’s event is already underway!

D
IV

ER
SI

TY
 W

EE
K

100% Attendance Reward Trip - Mr Luck

On Monday 1st July, 185 staff and students left the academy bright and early to enjoy a rewards trip to 
Thorpe Park. The Heads of House decided on the location as a reward for having 100% attendance this 
academic year, and the trip was advertised and encouraged through our house assemblies. As well as this, 
pupils who completed an Independant Learning Project in Year 7 were also given the chance to attend.

Pupils had the opportunity to roam the park and had a great time getting on as many roller-coasters as 
they could in the time available – some of them giving rides such as ‘Saw’ and ‘Stealth’ a go, despite never 
having been on a roller-coaster!

Pupil behaviour was exceptional, and many are already plotting their way onto next year’s trip by maintaining 
their 100% attendance! Many thanks for the following staff who attended and escorted groups around the 
theme park; Scott Richardson, Charlotte Winn, Jamie Batt, Katie Castellani, Dawn Stringer-Ruff, Angela 
Paolino, Tracy Phillips, Julie Humphries, Sharifa Rahman, Pasquale Folgheraiter.
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DofE Training Day – Epping Forest – 8th June 2019 - Mrs Paolino

On Saturday 8th June, Bronze and Silver DofE participants attended a training day in Epping Forest to 
develop their navigating and map reading skills in preparation for their upcoming expeditions in June and 
July. It was a miserable start to the day with wind, rain and a distinct chill in the air. Nevertheless, the 
pupils got on with the activities planned and spent the morning practising map reading and bearings, using 
compasses. After a quick lunch they set off for an afternoon walk to put their learning into practice and were 
rewarded with the sunshine for their 2.5 hour walk through the forest. All participants had an opportunity 
to lead their walking group for a short section of the walk and were able to practise their map reading and 
leadership skills along the way.
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DofE Practice Bronze Expedition – Danbury – May 2019 - Mrs Paolino

DofE participants at Drapers’ Academy completed their practice Bronze DofE expedition in Danbury, 
Chelmsford, from Thursday 2nd May to Saturday 4th May. For many pupils this was their first experience of 
camping and hiking and demonstrating camp craft skills. On the first day the participants had an intensive 
training day, during which they learnt map reading skills, use of compasses, taking bearings and the 
countryside code. In the afternoon they put together their route cards for their trek over the following days. 
Pupils did really well navigating their route and overcoming obstacles along the way. They now go on to 
complete their assessed expedition in the New Forest in July.



DofE Practice Silver Expedition – South Downs – June 2019 
- Mrs Paolino

From 11th June to 14th June our Silver DofE participants and two of our Gold participants took part in their 
practice Silver expedition in the South Downs in preparation for their assessed expedition in July. The pupils 
were faced with challenging terrain over their three-day walk, including the infamous Ditchling Beacon 
climb on day 1! Unfortunately, the weather was not kind to them and they spent a soggy, chilly three days 
camping and walking around the Hassocks and Pyecombe areas. Despite the poor conditions the students 
persevered and proved themselves to be competent navigators as well as displaying excellent camp craft 
skills. We are sure that this group of participants will go on to achieve success in their assessed expedition 
in a few weeks time.
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DofE Practice Gold Expedition – Lake District – June 2019 
- Mrs Paolino

This year Drapers’ Academy is excited to be able to offer the Gold level for the Duke of Edinburgh award 
to students over 16 years of age. From Tuesday 18th to Saturday 22nd June, our first gold expedition 
took place in the Lake district, with four students taking to the hills for a 3-day, 2-night practice expedition 
in preparation for their assessed expedition in Snowdonia in July. This expedition involved building and 
developing their navigational skills through tougher, wild country terrain whilst battling the ever changing 
elements. Students also experienced two nights of wild camping, a first for all, and have all mastered the 
use of a shovel! A tough but very regarding few days were had by all.
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DofE Gold Assessed Expedition – Snowdonia  – July 2019 
- Mrs Paolino

We were delighted to see the first group of students from Drapers’ Academy successfully pass their Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh expedition. Students had learnt from their practice expedition and came prepared to walk 
for 4 days and 3 nights in the Snowdonia National Park. 

The weather was kind and allowed them to enjoy the breath-taking scenery that their route took them 
through. They enjoyed drinking from rivers and wild camping in remote locations. The final day saw them 
summit Snowden, at 1085 metres is the highest mountain in Wales! A fantastic achievement for them all.
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Debate Challenge - Ms Morgan

On Monday 20th May, five students from Drapers’ Academy travelled to St Edward’s Church of England 
Academy to compete in the annual ESU London Debate Challenge. The London Debate Challenge gives 
Key Stage 3 students across the capital the opportunity to develop the skills required for effective debating 
through a mixture of expert training and competition.

During the day students participated in a number of fun and practical workshops before embarking on three 
rigorous rounds of debate.

The first debate motion was: ‘This House would abolish the British Monarchy’. It was clear that both team 
proposition and team opposition had researched this area well. Drapers’ Academy represented the opposing 
side in this motion and spoke strongly about the historical significance of the British Monarchy as well as the 
financial incentives made from the Royal estate.

The second motion was: ‘This House would tax sugary food and drinks’. This time Drapers’ Academy 
represented the proposing side. We made arguments about the health implications of sugar and the ultimate 
costs this would have on the NHS. We spoke about the responsibility the government has in protecting and 
educating British citizens.

The final motion was: ‘This House would ban gambling’. This time Drapers’ Academy represented the 
opposition side of the debate. This was a healthy debate with strong arguments being made about the 
restriction of individual liberty and the potential dangers of gambling.

All debates were judged according to the high standard of official ESU criteria by a qualified debate judge. 
Drapers’ Academy narrowly missed out on first place, which went to St Edward’s Church of England 
Academy. However, we did finish in second place and received such a high score that there is a chance we 
will be invited to the London final.

A massive well done to the following students who represented Drapers’ Academy in this competition and a 
thank you to Miss Ludlow for taking the students.
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Carnegie Book Shadowing - Ms Morgan

The Carnegie Medal is the longest and most prestigious literary award for a book published for young adults 
in the UK and authors call it ‘the one they want to win’. The award itself is judged by adults but running 
parallel is the Carnegie Shadowing Scheme. This is where groups of young adults in schools across the 
country read and discuss the eight short-listed titles and vote for their own winner. 

For the first time this year, students from Drapers’ Academy participated in the Carnegie Shadowing Scheme. 
The group consisted of Literacy Ambassadors spanning year 8, year 9 and year 10. The students had to 
read all eight books and discuss them at our fortnightly meetings. At the end of each meeting we gave each 
book a mark out of five. 

This year’s selection of books was particularly interesting. There was a distinct emphasis on slam poetry 
and verse novels. This engaged many of the students. 

Our favourite books were as follows:

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds. This is a powerful and beautifully crafted verse novel that considers 
the implications of gun violence. The entire story happens in the course of one lift ride where the reader 
follows main character Will. Will has to ask himself if revenge for his brother Shawn is really what he wants.

Rebound by Kwame Alexander. Another verse novel with hip hop rhythms and the bounce of basketball, this 
book is set in 1988 and follows twelve year old Charlie Bell who is mourning the loss of his father. Over the 
course of one hot summer, Charlie falls in love with basketball. This is an affirmative tale that will lift readers. 

The overall winner of the Carnegie Medal was announced on Tuesday 18th June as Elizabeth Acevedo for 
The Poet X. The Poet X is written in a slam poetry style and follows an artist called Xiomara as she tried 
to make sense of where she fits in with her community and family. This is the first time in the programme’s 
eighty-three year history that the medal was awarded to a ‘writer of colour’. 

We have several copies of each of the eight short-listed books in the library. Please come and read for 
yourself.
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Pupils and their families, along with Governors and staff enjoyed a fantastic evening at The Annual Art 
Exhibition.  GCSE and A Level Art work were showcased, with a wide and varied range of themes. There 
were also special guest appearances from Year 9 pupils who have excelled this year.  Specialisms extended 
from traditional Fine Art, through to Art Textiles, Graphics and Three-Dimensional Design. 

Visitors to the exhibition have been impressed by the high standard of the work on show, many of whom 
wrote lovely testaments in our comments book. 

Pupils have worked extremely hard to develop their own creative and unique approaches and this was very 
clear in the work exhibited.
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The Lion King - Mrs Smith

155 KS3 students were invited to attend ‘The Lion King’ Theatre production in London’s West End. The busy 
hustle and bustle of London made this trip an adventure. The students thoroughly enjoyed this experience 
as they took away a memory that only theatre goers would understand! This trip allowed students to see 
an amazing professional musical . Some students commented that it was the best thing that they had ever 
seen! The Lion King trip was a great success!



Garsington Opera Project - Mr Hayward

Drapers’ Academy were invited to take part in a large scale performance with the Garsington Opera Company 
,along with five other schools across London. We were privileged to have a professional composer, soprano 
singer, director and vocal coach working with our pupils. There were two full day workshops; pupils created 
their own song to perform as part of a modern rendition of Don Giovanni.

The final performance was at the Old Library at the Guildhall in London. Lady Mayoress, Alderman and 
Sheriff Keaveny and Mrs Keaveny were in attendance. 

Our pupils gave an exceptional performance as you can see from the photographs. We are extremely proud 
of the way pupils conducted themselves and look forward to further opportunities like these in the future.
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Junior Music School Festival 
- Mrs Dunn

Drapers’ Academy choir performed a narrated piece 
with five songs integrated alongside the Primary 
Schools of Harold Hill.

Kiyana Lewis, Year 8, attends our Creative Writing 
Club regularly, and her story called ‘True Imagination’ 
was chosen to be presented at the Queens Theatre. 
Musicians also took part in the band from Drapers’ 
Academy. It really was a night to remember and 
boosted the confidence of all pupils that took part.



Priory Residential Home Visit - Mrs Dunn

A small group from Drapers’ Academy Choir went on two visits to the Priory Residential Home. It was a 
resounding success! We took 10 pupils from Years 7 and 8. We sang a number of songs to the Residents. 
They joined in many of the songs. We gave out some instruments for them to play along with us. The staff 
at the home were extremely accommodating and provided cupcakes and drinks for us. Pupils had a good 
opportunity to talk to the Residents afterwards. A great time was had by all.
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The Prince of Peace returned with Isaac Chamberlain - Mrs Richardson

On the 30th April, Dr Mark Prince OBE returned to speak to Year 10 about the dangers of knife crime 
and the impact that making poor choices can have on so many lives.  Prince brought professional boxer, 
Isaac Chamberlain, along with him to speak to the students at Drapers’ Academy. Chamberlain made his 
professional debut in January 2015, defeating Moses Matovu in a four-round points victory. In September 
2016, Chamberlain won the BBBofC Southern Area cruiserweight title with a points victory over Wadi 
Camacho.  He fought London rival Lawrence Okolie on 3 February 2018 at the O2 Arena in a Sky Sports 
card headlined “British Beef”, losing a wide unanimous decision after having been knocked down twice. 
In preparation for the fight, Chamberlain visited Ukraine to spar with cruiserweights Oleksandr Usyk and 
Mateusz Masternak. Chamberlain has worked as a sparring partner for WBC heavyweight champion 
Deontay Wilder.  Pupils were inspired by his talk and queued patiently to meet both Prince and Chamberlain.
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Walton-on-the-Naze - Miss Morgan

This summer term saw our annual GCSE trip to Walton on the Naze with year 10 pupils. All of them enjoyed 
scouting the beach for fossils and crabs as well as conducting their fieldwork investigation in preparation for 
their summer 2020 exams. These investigations are an important part of the geography GCSE and Year 10 
really worked hard on the day collecting evidence and working as a team. Now back at school, our results 
have been analysed and they are ready to take their exam successfully.

Naples - Miss Alphonse

During the Easter holiday, I was lucky enough to take 37 Year 10 pupils accompanied by two Year 12 
volunteers to Naples, Italy. It was the first international residential run by geography and I am happy to say 
it was a complete success! The pupils had the opportunity to browse the Italian markets and sample gelato, 
observe some historic ruins in Pompeii and conquer a 1,281m high volcano much to the relief of Mrs Brooks. 
The last day looking at archaeological exhibit from the lost cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii prompted 
an opportunity for some epic photography skills before we returned home. I would like to say a huge thank 
you to the teachers who accompanied us (Mr Brooks, Mrs Knight, Mr Thompson and Mr. Agguini) and for 
enthusiastic, engaged and upstanding pupils that participated.  #arewethereyet #pyroclasticflow #perfecto!
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On Monday 24th June, our librarian, Mrs Debbie Gray arranged a superb visit from author Tony Lee. Tony 
Lee is a number 1 New York Times best-selling writer and has written for various UK and US comic publishers 
including 2000 AD, IDW Publishing, DC Comics, Marvel Comics, Del Rey and Walker Books. He has also 
worked on X-Men Unlimited, Doctor Who, Super-boy, Star Trek, Starship Troopers, Sherlock Holmes and 
Spider-Man. In addition to this he has also written audio plays for Big Finish and ITV, novels aimed at 
reluctant readers and screenplays for film and TV, including episodes of the BBC One drama Doctors. An 
excellent opportunity for Drapers’ Academy students.

The purpose of the visit was to run workshops with Year 7 students to encourage literacy and engage 
reluctant readers. The sessions were very interactive and Tony’s enthusiasm for reading was infectious. 
There was plenty of laughter, suspense, fun and even a couple of jumps had by all! Tony’s main message 
to students, especially the reluctant readers, was to continue searching for their ‘channel’ and to try lots of 
different types of literature until they find what is right for them. As well as the workshops, Tony spoke to lots 
of students at break time and lunchtime. He informed them about events such as ‘Comic Con’ which brings 
together stars from TV, film and comics. This galvanised many of our comic fans to attend the Olympia event 
this July. 

A thoroughly enjoyable event and one that we hope has inspired students to read and to read more widely. 
A massive thank you to Mrs Gray for arranging this visit.
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Mersea Island - Mr Luck

On Wednesday 26th June to Friday 28th June, 160 Year 7 pupils and 20 staff made the journey down the 
A12 to Mersea Island for the annual Year 7 residential trip. 

The purpose of the residential is to give pupils a chance to take part in a number of outdoor pursuits, as well 
as helping to develop important life skills such as organisation, teamwork and resilience as well as giving 
them a chance to make new friends across their year group. The main aim, however, was to have fun!

On arrival, the pupils were organised into their tents in which they would stay for the 2 nights. The separate 
boys and girls camps contained ten tents each, in which eight pupils could reside. After unpacking and 
setting up their camp, they were soon into their activities. 

The activities vary widely at Mersea Island; from Archery to orienteering, the pupils took part in a dozen 
different activities across the 3 days. As well as this, the Thursday night culminated in a disco (although this 
coincided with the football!). 

Our pupils’ behaviour was fantastic! Staff at the centre commented on how polite, considerate and respectful 
pupils were during activities and around the site.

Huge thanks go to the staff who gave up their evenings to ensure the trip was possible. They are as follows; 
Doug Bannister, Laura Duck, James Embling, Francesca Lee, Angela Paolino, Nadia Abdullah, Jamie 
Batt, Charlotte Winn, Clare Dyson, Josh Reed, Jo Taylor, Sharifa Rahman, Billie Dove, Nick Giles, Dave 
Thompson, Nikki Brooks and Jasmine Hassan. A big thanks also to Tracy Phillips and Tracy Underwood 
who attended with 10 pupils just for the day on Thursday.
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We were kindly invited to an Apprenticeship Exhibition organised by the Stationers’ Company. The 
event was held at the Mansion House. Students  had the opportunity to speak to people from a range of 
professions; from Barclays through to BT and The Independent, about the new degree Apprentiships that 
they are offering. Degree Apprentiships are becoming more attractive and are a popular alternative to the 
conventional degree as the student pays no fees and is trained in-house by the company that they work for. 
Students also earn a wage whilst in training. 

Our students were able to network with some of the representatives who were attending and were able 
to discuss the possibility of work experience. One of our ex-students, Abbianca Makoni, was at the event 
informing students about opportunities in the media. This will add to their CVs and enhance their applications 
to either university or work.
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Apprenticeship Exhibition - Mr Bryant

Here is a picture of just some of the 12 students 
who went to Queens College Cambridge. Students 
were given information about applying to Cambridge, 
the application process, how to write an impressive 
personal statement and entry requirements. Lots of 
great information. They then had a tour of the College 
and finally, a lovely (free) lunch. 

We had half an hour to spare before returning so we 
popped into the Anthropology Museum. Students 
were keen to return and many have stated that they 
seriously intend to apply.



Shine Media Awards - Mr Bryant

On Monday the 1st of July, Miss Ludlow, Feranmi Babjide (Year 13) Daisy Robins (Year 12) and Jesse 
Olarewaju (Year 12) made their way to Stationers Hall for the 2019 Shine Media Awards. The Sixth Form 
humanities magazine, ‘It’s Complicated’ had been short listed for a number of awards. 

After a morning networking and meeting other schools, it was time for the award ceremony to start. First up 
was Feranmi who won best photograph for her photo of Head Boy, Liam Aguiyi. Daisy went on to win best 
fashion feature for her pieces: ‘On the Rise of Thrifting: A Moral Blessing or an Elitist Curse’. The next award 
was for the prodigious ‘Shine Scholar of the Year’. The winner of this award wins a day’s work experience 
at the Daily Mail. Feranmi beat fierce competition to win this award! A huge achievement! 

Miss Ludlow was also highly commended for ‘The Inspiration Teacher’ award and the magazine won the 
‘Overall Best Magazine’ award!

A huge success for Drapers’ Academy! Well done to all our sixth forms who got involved in the project.SI
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Kent University - Mr Bryant

The final day of our Futures Week and a visit to Kent University. Students heard presentations about student 
life, finance and courses available at Kent. A great day and many students asked very intuitive questions. 
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MQMUL - Mr Bryant

This term Queen Mary’s University of London visited Drapers’ Academy. They gave an insight as to the 
advantages of studying at the university. After a general introduction the students split into two groups; one 
had a presentation on the sciences at QMUL, whilst the other group (pictured) had a presentation on the 
humanities.

Lucy Trotman, from QMUL, told our Lower Sixth students that due to the fact that they attend Drapers’ 
Academy, they would receive a contextual offer - one A’ level grade less that other applicants from other 
schools. In addition our students may well be eligible for a bursary of £ 1,200 to help them with their 
undergraduate studies.

We then visited QMUL at the Mile End Campus.
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Drapers’ Academy Spelling Bee - Mr Bannister

On Tuesday the 9th of July, Drapers’ Academy hosted the annual Harold Hill Spelling Bee Competition.

Pupils from the local primary schools had been intently revising for this special competition. As the pupils 
gathered, from Key Stage 1 and 2, they watched on as Drapers’ Academy pupils contested the Key Stage 
3 competition, showing the younger pupils how it is done. From Year 7 we had, Jessica Hampton, Kyrea-
May Baldwin, Rashida Sillah and Aaron Livingstone. From Year 8 we had, Nick Nkansa-Dwamena, Hamza 
Hussain, Raheel Rahman and Kyanna Lewis. These pupils were an excellent example to the younger 
pupils, spelling even the trickiest of words correctly, with year 8 winning by a single point! 

It was then the turn of Key Stage 1. This was a tense round, resulting in joint first place between Broadford 
School and Drapers’ Brookside. Finally, we saw Key Stage 2 battle it out. With the final scores level, the 
competition went into a tie-breaker round, with Broadford School the overall winners.
 
The Spelling Bee was a real celebration of literacy and a fantastic end-of-term event.
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As part of our Year 12 Futures Week, we hosted representatives from QMUL. Lucy Trotman gave excellent 
presentations on ‘How To Decide on a University’ and ‘How To Write a Personal Statement’. She also spoke 
to our A level science students about opting for STEM subjects at university. This picture shows two of our 
ex students; Kai and Khadeeja who currently study at QMUL, taking Q+A from our students about their 
lives as undergraduates.

Tilly Franklin spoke to a selected group of lower 
sixth students about the possibility of working in 
Investment Banking. The rest of the lower sixth 
were given a presentation about the School 
Leavers Scheme by Miss Armstrong.

The Futures week is an opportunity for our lower 
sixth to consider what pathways they are most 
interested in; be that Apprenticeships, Degree 
Apprenticeships, University, work or taking a 
Gap Year. Traditionally, in excess of 80% of our 
students apply for university and conventional 
degrees.

As part of our Futures Week we were pleased to 
invite Dominic Gordon from Newcastle University 
(London Campus). He spoke to students about the 
UCAS application system that students use to apply 
to university.

We are developing a really strong relationship with 
Newcastle University and a number of our students 
are attending a summer school in Newcastle that will 
entitle them to a lower offer from Newcastle should 
they apply. We also a representative in from Wadham 
College to talk to our top end students about applying 
to Oxbridge.
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A group of 11 children from the SEND Department had the opportunity to represent Drapers’ Academy 
at an annual sports event organised by the charity ‘Presidents Sporting Club and Essex Disabled Sports 
Foundation’.  The event was held at the Chelmsford Sports Centre. After the event each child received a 
specially printed T shirt as a reminder of the day.

The children enjoyed a variety of activities organised.  The weather did not dampen the spirits of our children 
and they participated in boxercise, athletics, go karting, dance and hockey. Special guests Frank Bruno, 
Trevor Brooking, Peter Shilton and the Mayor of Chelmsford attended. Our children did extremely well and 
enjoyed a fun packed day filled with activities, with each activity being led by pupils from Felsted School.  
The event ended at 2.00pm our children left armed with their medals exhausted but happy to have been 
part of such an exciting day.
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Mega May - Mrs Monk

The year we held an attendance challenge called Mega May.  Assemblies were held encouraging pupils to 
attend 100% during May half term.  Prizes and rewards were available for all those successful.

The prizes included:-

100% Attendance  Free Ice Lolly
Runner Up Best Form Each Year Breakfast Reward 
Best Form from Each Year Breakfast Reward 
Overall Best Form  Breakfast + Chocolates
One Pupil from Each Year £10 Amazon Voucher 
One Pupil from Year 7-10 £50 Harvester Voucher

It was a very successful event which focussed pupils
on the importance of attendance. 

We intend to run this event again next year!
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Year 11 Leavers Ball - Mrs Monk

On Wednesday 10th July, the Year 11 leavers celebrated the ending of their GCSE exams with a Leavers’ 
Ball at Stockbrook Manor Country Club in Billericay.  The amazing location overlooking the Essex countryside 
was enhanced by the beautiful dresses and smart suits worn by the pupils.

The evening was a great success which included canapés, fruit cocktails, a lovely two course meal and 
a school quiz, ending with the announcement of the King and Queen of the Ball, Mikey and Rhiannon.  A 
thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by both pupils and staff!
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Sports Awards 2019 - Mr Stallard

We had our annual sports awards evening on Tuesday 
16th July this year with our special guest Reuben 
Arthur.

The evening was a great success with over 200 
awards being given out to various pupils for their 
sporting achievements, both in teams and individual.  
Some award highlights were the year 8 boys football 
team winning team of the year for the second year in 
a row for reaching the Havering cup semi-final and the 
multitude of schools records being broken this year; 
12 in total.

The final award (Elite sports person of the year) 
went to Thomas Gunning for all that he has achieved 
already in his sport of Golf.

Thomas has now also been regraded in his handicap 
to 8.  Reuben then gave a passionate speech on how 
he has ended up achieving so much already in his 
career and the influences both at home and in school 
that has helped guide him to this success.

A speech that will definitely inspire our pupils in the 
future.

PE



Jake’s Robot - Mr Bangs

If you thought that you had seen a futuristic robot walking around the school in past few weeks, then you 
would be right! Meet Barry, Jake’s Robot!

It was built by Jake Merritt in Year 9, and it has taken him most of this year to finish! He completed the project 
during lunch and after school, building the robot from a ‘Meccano’ kit using thousands of pieces. It runs from 
a mobile phone and can be programed to move, talk, dance and even mimic your actions. 

The project has sparked so much interest that Jake will be running an after school engineering club from 
September building more robots with enthusiastic pupils from year seven, eight and nine.
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New Laser Cutter - Mr Bangs

The new laser cutter in Technology this year has really made a difference to pupils lessons. The image below 
shows example work from Key stage 3 projects, produced with  finishing details using this excellent piece 
of equipment. The projects include year 7 desk tidy, year 8 mood light and year 9 phone docking speaker. 



The Brilliant Club - Mr Luck

Over the past term, a number of our pupils have successfully completed assignments linked to the ‘Brilliant 
Club’. We have had pupils and students from all 3 key stages engage in university style lectures, seminars 
and assignments, and all have done fantastically well.

The KS4 and 5 students took part in an assignment looking at ‘Global Poverty; What Should the Rich of 
the World Do About it and Why?’. Pupils had 5 seminars, two tutorials, numerous homework tasks and a 
2500 words essay to write answering the question. Their PhD tutor, Temi Ogunye from LSE, was extremely 
complimentary of the pupils. Here they are below at their graduation ceremony, and their marks are also 
attached.

Key Stage 4 Update

Key Stage 5 Update
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Israel Oyewole 1st 

Nick Nkansa-Dwamena 2:1 

Plamen Vasilev 2:1 

Lewis Makolli 1st 

Jessica Fartade 2:1 

Andrew Porter 2:1 

Valeria Brkic 2:1 

Julia Brkic 2:2 

Rowa Bashir 2:1 

Ciara Timcke 2:1 

Drenusha Bajra 2:1 

Naomi Jackson 2:2 

 

1st = Performing to an excellent standard at GCSE 

2.1 = Performing to a good standard at GCSE 

2.2 = Performing to an excellent standard at KS3 

3rd = Performing to a good standard at KS3. 
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At KS4 (Year 9 and 10) 

 

Grade Marks What this means 

1st 70+ Performing to an excellent standard 
at A-Level 

2:1 60-69 Performing to a good standard at A-
Level 

2:2 50-59 Performing to an excellent standard 
at GCSE 

3rd 40-49 Performing to a good standard at 
GCSE 

Working towards a pass 0-39 Performing below a good standard 
at GCSE 

Did not submit DNS No assignment received. 

 

FAUST Joe 66 – 2.1 

POVILONIS Deivinas 59 – 2.2 

KORTEN Evie 68 – 2.1 

HEFFERN Mathew 66 – 2.1 

FLINT Samantha 65 – 2.1 

HANN Sophie 63 – 2.1 

SAMIMI Siawash 69 – 2.1 

OSIYEMI Joshua 68 – 2.1 

TURNER Amy 72 – 1st 

JOY Daniel 65 – 2.1 

 

At KS5 (Year 12) 
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At KS5 (Year 12)  

Grade Marks What this means 

1st 70+ Performing to an excellent standard 
at undergraduate level 

2:1 60-69 Performing to a good standard at 
undergraduate level 

2:2 50-59 Performing to an excellent standard 
at A-Level 

3rd 40-49 Performing to a good standard at A-
Level 

Working towards a pass 0-39 Performing below a good standard 
at GCSE 

Did not submit DNS No assignment received. 

 

ROBINS Daisy 71 – 1st 

TINUBU Timi 66 – 2.1 

BUTT Adam 69 – 2.1 

RAYMENT-WHITE Aaleia 66 – 2.1 

SHAH Nikita 65 – 2.1 

HUSSAIN Niyaz 72 – 1st 

TYLER Lydia 70 – 1st 

AHMED Mahpara 64 – 2.1 

 

 

 

 

KS3 Update 

12 of our KS3 pupils took part in a similar assignment entitled ‘Disease Detectives’. Pupils focussed 
on the world of microbiology before attempting a 1500 word essay linked to the spread of 
pathogenic diseases such as Malaria. Natalia Barrahona-Torres, the PhD tutor from UCL, was 
extremely complimentary of how polite, engaged and enthusiastic our pupils were. Again, please 
find a photograph and list of their results. 
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Key Stage 3 Update

12 of our KS3 pupils took part in a 
similar assignment entitled ‘Disease 
Detectives’. Pupils focused on 
the world of microbiology before 
attempting a 1500 word essay 
linked to the spread of pathogenic 
diseases such as Malaria. Natalia 
Barrahona-Torres, the PhD 
tutor from UCL, was extremely 
complimentary of how polite, 
engaged and enthusiastic our 
pupils were. Again, please find a 
photograph and list of their results.
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Over the last term Year 8 and 9 pupils were set the challenge of writing their own brief for an independent 
learning project. The project could be about anything that inspired or interested them as long as they were 
developing a new skill and evidenced their learning over time in any format they wanted. This included 
a presentation, video documentation or a creative outcome. Vinney Denis-Hurlock created a stunning 
prosthetic piece made from a tin can and stated, “I really enjoyed this project and learning how to create 
prosthetic makeup as this is what I want to do for a career.”

All works were proudly displayed in an exhibition at Drapers’ Academy with many staff and pupils commenting 
on the huge variety of our pupil’s interests and outstanding quality of work. Some key projects that stood 
out included Rianna Phillips and Taylor Plowman’s sketchbook of special effect makeup. Rianna and Taylor 
worked diligently to recreate many different characters including red riding hood. They then photographed 
them in different settings to create a theatrical scene. Caitlin Kilroy and Amanda Ezeani worked as a team 
to explore the idea of beauty across different cultures. Amanda created some very life like drawings whilst 
Caitlin used makeup to explore the theme. The girls stated that they wanted to “Spread positivity and learn 
about different cultures”.

Tommy Hunt, Charlie Knibbs and Adam Harrad worked as a team to build a functioning mini remote control 
car. They stated, “We had to research the parts that were needed and how much they would cost as well 
has how to fit the pieces together to make a working vehicle. We learnt how to construct a small functioning 
vehicle with limited parts. We really enjoyed working together on this project and learning how to make 
something function”.

A huge congratulations to all pupils who took part in developing their own independent learning projects. 
They have thoroughly enjoyed the experience and had fun whilst learning! We look forward to seeing the 
wonderful work created next year.

EN
G

LI
SH Creative Writing Club - Mr Archer

How do great writers become great?
They write! 

Another great term in the ‘Creative Writing Club’ with lots of imagination and inspiration being shared and 
developed. We have welcomed new members this term, who have brought their own unique styles and 
interests to the group, making for a more varied and eclectic mix of writers. This term we have been focusing 
on two projects: 1) BBC Radio 3’s Proms Poetry competition, where pupils have attempted to write their 
own poems inspired by a piece of music from this year’s Proms in the Park. The winning entry will attend 
the event where an actor will read out their poem. This is national competition with our pupils entering into 
the 11-18 age category, where competition will be fierce.   2) English National Heritage folklore inspired 500-
word story. Good luck to all taking part. 

A huge congratulation goes to Kiyana Lewis in year 8, as he story was selected to accompany the ‘Queens 
theatre choir’ performance. Kiyana attended the event to narrate her story ‘Pure Imagination’. Mr Luckhurst 
also attended the event and highly praised Kiyana’s ‘wonderful story’ afterwards, stating how ‘impressed’ 
he was with her. Well Done Kiyana!  A special mention goes to Ms Dunn (music department) who has 
collaborated and supported pupils in the club this term. Thank you!  Creative writing Club will continue next 
year, so if you are interested in writing please do come along and get involved in some exciting new projects 
we have coming up.  Have a great summer and keep writing!



Barclays Lifeskills - Mrs Majmadar

We had the opportunity for our pupils in Y7-Y10 to participate in the very popular Barclay’s lifeskills 
programme which you may have seen on TV. The programme is a series of workshops delivered in school 
to inspire young people to get the skills they need for a better future through classroom activities, encounters 
with employers and though valuable real-life experiences. At Drapers’ Academy we choose two topics which 
we felt would benefit our young people in making decisions in the future. Volunteers from Barclays took the 
timeout of their busy schedules to support our pupils in these workshops and came from variety of job roles 
such as fraud investigation, branch manager, financial analyst, business manager, personal banker and 
forensic accounting etc.

Online digital awareness workshops helped our pupils to explore what is meant by online reputation and 
why it is important?  Why the misuse of social media can affect future education and job prospects,  helping 
them to think about creating a positive digital footprint. Working in small groups with volunteers our pupils 
were able to discuss and identify ways to make a positive rather than a negative reputation online.

The money skills workshop helped our pupils to understand and compare their attitudes to money and 
spending; explore the differences between needs and wants as well as to think about how to plan for future 
purchases. Working in small groups with volunteers the interactive activities helped them to consider what 
financial skills they would need to develop to make them successful in the future, prepare them for the world 
of work and keep them updated on 21st century financial issues.

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y
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Wishing you all a good Summer holiday. We look forward to welcoming the pupils back to school on
Monday 9th September 2019


