
Foreword
Dear pupils, students, parents, carers and our extended community,

Welcome to our third revamped newsletter.  As ever, it is full of exciting happenings from our wonderful 
school.   I’m always amazed to see how much we enrich our curriculum by providing additional opportunities 
for our pupils and students to develop soft skills that employers and universities look for.  A highlight for 
me from the last term was our success in ‘The Annual Livery Awards’ final, a version of Dragon’s Den, at 
Mansion House, London.  Our Sixth Form triumphed over notable competition from Crayford Academy and 
Mossbourne Community Academy.  Our team generously donated £1000 of their winnings towards the 
Harold Hill foodbank.

One of our key priorities is to improve the literacy skills of our pupils.  An obvious statement but have you 
ever considered why literacy is so important for children?  Literacy is an individual’s ability to read, write, and 
speak in English, and compute and solve problems at levels of proficiency necessary to function in jobs and 
in society, to achieve one’s goals, and to develop one’s knowledge and potential.  You cannot achieve and 
do well in life without a minimum standard of literacy. 
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Ms Morgan, one of our history teachers, is also our Lead 
Practitioner for Literacy.  Her role is to assist with departments 
to understand how they can support and improve the 
literacy skills by delivery in their subjects.  We also have 
implemented a series of regular reading tests to monitor the 
progress of reading ages of our pupils.  It always shocks me 
when pupils have below standard reading scores.  Reading 
is not just the responsibility of schools and should also be 
a priority within the family home.  I used to look forward to 
Easter, not just because of the chocolate Easter eggs but 
also the number of books I would receive from my family, 
usually based on science and nature.  I urge you as parents 
to prioritise reading, in whatever form, may that be books, newspapers, magazines, web blogs etc. the more 
varied the better.  This is the best way to increase your child’s range of vocabulary.

Schools are forever evolving and at Drapers’ Academy we are no different.  One significant change that I 
have seen since becoming Principal has been the increase in parental engagement.  Our last two parent 
evenings are testament to this whereby Year 8 and Year 10 had a parent turnout of 87% and 90% respectively 
and many who could not attend spoke to staff by phone.  Thank you for your support with attending these 
crucial meetings and remember, throughout the year, you can access our Dynamic Progress and Reporting 
system (aka DPR) to see how your child is progressing within their subjects. 

I wish you all a very restful and happy Easter holiday.

Best wishes,

Mr Luckhurst, Principal



London Chamber Orchestra
Spring term has seen the beginnings of the 10th annual Music Junction project in conjunction with the 
London Chamber Orchestra. 

The programme, aimed at young musicians of all abilities, provides the opportunity to compose and rehearse 
alongside inspirational professional musicians and to devise a piece for performance alongside the LCO at 
London’s prestigious Cadogan Hall. Many Drapers’ pupils have been chosen to act as mentors for younger 
and more inexperienced musicians which is a great experience for them.

After four workshops the project is in full flow with pupils having developed the piece and are now busy 
rehearsing to make sure they are ready for the big performance on May 9th.

Russell Hayward, Teacher of Music

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
The drama department took the lovely year 11’s to see
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time this
term for their GCSE exam – all enjoyed it and were inspired
by this terrific show.

Della Smith, Teacher of Drama 

Choir
The Drapers’ Academy Choir had a great opportunity
to sing at the Jack Petchey Awards on 24th January at
the Queens Theatre. They opened the event with their
version  of  ‘The  Climb’.  As  you  can  see  from  the
photographs, their performance was inspirational and
really brought an excitement into the theatre in anticipation
for the Jack Petchey award winners from Havering. They
really are going from strength to strength.

Laura Dunn, Teacher of Music

Jack Petchey Awards
The Drapers’ Academy Choir sang at the Jack Petchey awards at the Queens Theatre. They opened the 
awards evening and they sang ‘The Climb’. They are gaining in confidence and are becoming a force to be 
reckoned with. They were extremely nervous however they managed to deliver a powerful performance.

Laura Dunn, Teacher of Music
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10Da1 went to Queens Theatre last, in the 
evening. Hewitts Dance School invited us along 
to watch their performance of ‘Aladdin’. A special 
mention to Maria Popa (year 7) and Beth Wicks 
(year 11) who starred in it. It was an amazing show 
and they all came out with beaming, beautiful and 
bright smiles! They really enjoyed themselves 
and had a wonderful time! Very inspired!

Laura Duck, Teacher of English
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Romeo and Juliet: RSC at the Barbican
Set in a world very like our own, this Romeo and Juliet is about a generation of young people born into 
violence and ripped apart by the bitter divisions of their parents. 

What if your first true love was someone you’d been told to hate? Shakespeare’s most famous story 
explodes with intense passion and an irresistible desire for change but leads all too quickly to devastating 
consequences. 

The English Faculty trip to the Barbican had the students’ buzzing! 

Words from the Elizabethan era, danced and dazzled in their ears alongside intense visuals that complimented 
the superb pulsating baseline. Contemporary? Yes! An added bonus was that some students met the ‘actress’ 
playing Mercutio! Controversial to some traditional interpretations? Absolutely! The inquisitiveness of our 
students allowed them to develop a deeper understanding of the text and experience it ‘live’.

Engaging, imaginative and inspirational.

Matthew Roberts, Teacher of English

Macbeth - The Young Shakespeare Company
In February The Young Shakespeare Company cafe to perform Macbeth for Year 10. This was an energetic 
performance that was truly gripping from beginning to end. Pupils has the opportunity to ask the performers 
questions about the characters and their motivations, and the end; providing an insight into the play to 
support their study of the text at GCSE.

Fariha Haq, Head of English Faculty
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Crime and Punishment Guest Speaker
Drapers’ Academy Key Stage 4 pupils had an excellent opportunity to meet Ian 
Bickers who has worked in UK prisons for over fifteen years. Both year 10 and 11 
pupils discussed important questions regarding the prison population and the ratio 
of men to women in the system. 

Both year 10 and 11 study a unit of work titled “Crime and Punishment” in preparation 
of their GCSE examinations. The pupils were engrossed in dialogue with a range 
of topics being discussed from the costs of maintaining prisons to the rights of 
offenders in prison. The visit from Mr Bickers was an eye opening experience for 
some pupils who were really able to contextualise some of ideas they have been 
studying in more detail.

Lyndsey Morgan, Lead Practitioner
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The Doctors Show
On Tuesday 12th February, Drapers’ GCSE History students went 
on a trip to the Civic Centre in Chelmsford to watch a theatre 
production named ‘The Doctors Show.’ The Doctors Show is a light-
hearted play which tells the story of Health and Medicine in Britain 
since the Middle Ages. Students were quick to comment that they 
enjoyed watching the show which uses the latest in virtual reality 
imaging.  

One of the most engaging and useful aspects to the show was that 
key events and developments in medieval Britain, the Renaissance, 
the Industrial Period, and Modern Britain were brought to life. 
Students were given the opportunity to debate what had changed 
and stayed the same between the time periods, while others 
discussed exemplary work at mini intervals during the performance. The advice offered gave students 
confidence when reflecting upon their exams and others rejoiced in their ability to accurately mark sample 
texts, as if they were assistant examiners! 

All in all, the trip was very successful. Not only was it educational, and hugely beneficial to the students, but 
it was also very fun. 

Billie Dove, Teacher of History
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Secondary Maths Challenge
On the 3rd of April 2019 our year 9 pupils took part in the secondary maths Challenge tournament delivered 
in partnership with the Jack Petchey Foundation. By combining a series of mental arithmetic and problem 
solving tasks, the tournament certainly helped our pupils to become confident mathematicians, developing 
mathematical fluency and improving problem solving skills. The teams played against each other in a series 
of rounds, which comprised of the Game of Hex, Gridlines Geometry Game, The Make 24 Game and 
Algebra Challenge Round.

Following the tournament, a team of six pupils were selected to represent Drapers’ Academy in the heats, 
where the pupils will compete against 80 schools from around London, on the 3rd of May 2019 at Norlington 
School, East London. The Secondary Maths Challenge aims to support the new National Curriculum which 
foregrounds fluency, reasoning mathematically and solving problems and our pupils were thoroughly excited 
in competing against their peers.

Preethi Johnson, Teacher of Maths
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Independent Learning Project
Over the last term year 7 pupils were set the challenge of writing their own brief for an independent learning 
project. The project could be about anything that inspired or interested them as long as they were developing 
a new skill and evidenced their learning over time in any format they wanted including a presentation, video 
documentation or a creative outcome. 

An overwhelming 106 Year 7 pupils took part! All works were proudly displayed in an exhibition at Drapers’ 
Academy with many staff and pupils commenting on the huge variety of our pupil’s interests and outstanding 
quality of work. 

Some key projects that stood out included Leshai McNeil, Angelica N’Danou and Erica N’Danou’s short and 
very humorous stop frame animation about a magician who makes a growing potion that goes wrong by 
landing on a piece of bacon. The girls made figures from plasticine and created a stage for their film. They 
said, 

‘We have learnt how to use new technology to create an animation. We really enjoyed making the project, 
as it was very fun! It also taught us patience and time management.’

Another project that stood out was Georgia Chilvers and Sienna Nicksons T-Shirt designs that were based 
on the universe and llamacorns. The girls developed their designs using ipads and then ironed these onto 
some plain shirts. Miss Armstrong stated ‘if the girls tweaked their project by showing a business element, it 
could be entered for the A-level EPQ’. This goes to show the amazing standard of their work! Georgia and 
Sienna stated,

‘We really enjoyed making our project, as it was fun to do and we had never done it before.’

This term pupils in years 8 and 9 will also be given the opportunity to develop and create an independent 
learning project. We cannot wait to see the work they hand in. 

Dawn Stringer-Ruff, Associate SLT
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Creative Writing Club
The Creative Writing Club is about celebrating, sharing, and producing fantastic pieces of writing; be it 
fiction, poetry, or drama etc. Members of the club have recently celebrated their writing by entering BBC 
radio 2’s 500 word writing challenge. The winning entries will have their short story read out on BBC radio 2 
by Chris Evans and will win 500 books for the school amongst other prizes.

This is a huge achievement for all in the club, who worked extra hard alongside their current commitments 
- well done all involved! We are currently working towards our next project, which is in conjunction with the 
music department – watch this space for more information! If you like being creative, enjoy reading or just 
want to see what it’s all about, come along to room 107 at lunchtime on Wednesdays.

Paul Archer, Teacher of English

The siege of winter still maintained a firm grip over the forest. In fact, it seemed to thrive over its disconsolate 
captives. Regiments of spiteful snow immobilised any remaining pieces of vegetation. In addition to this 
chilling frost proceeded to inspect its newfound territory, freezing anyone who dared to trespass upon it. 
Even the sun frantically hid behind the clouds, mortified of its attackers. Any foolish or ignorant plant that 
tried to grow would soon learn its lesson. Yet, between all the chaos and destruction, a lone boy boldly 
strode through that very battlefield, ignorant of the element’s intentions.
 
The glacial raw wind charged towards him at full force, yet he did not flinch. The army of snow climbed up 
his feet, yet he did not react. The clouds heaved rigid projectiles of snow and sleet at him, yet he carried on 
unphased. His name was Harry. Yet despite this unrivalled display of courage, something put pure fear into 
his eyes. It may have been a rustling in the bushes or an unnatural screech, but whatever it was, he hastily 
darted and sprinted across the floor. Infinite trees block his path, selfishly pleading to be saved from their 
captors. Hyperventilating, Harry blindly accelerated forward. Heavy, foreboding footsteps rung in his ears 
from behind, serving as an ever present reminder that if he gave into fatigue , he would surely be devoured 
by whatever ravenous beast was hunted him. 

His heart palpitated, almost exploding out of his chest.

Second felt like minutes, minutes felt like hours; how long would this go on for, he though. Only time would tell…

Taking full advantage of the situation the spiteful snow enacted its vengeance. Inside, buried under many 
other thoughts, he secretly knew he could never escape his pursuer. However, the competitive drive in him 
surfaced and began to fuel his muscles and eventually overpowered those negative thoughts. This game 
has quickly deteriorated into a hellish rampage. 

The once bright, illuminous forest was now a thick, perpetual darkness where even the snow would not dare 
to lay. Harry thought he had finally escaped the beast – he would soon learn how wrong he was. 

‘Where have you been?’ Shouted a girl’s voice. From the darkness materialised a fuzzy image, turning into 
fuzzy eyes with fuzzier hair – it cannot be, he thought. Yet, standing in front of him was his sister! ‘Mum and 
dad are furious, when they find------‘something had put pure fear into her eyes. In an instant the ground 
appeared to swallow her whole – I reached out into nothingness only to hear the sound of a gravelly growl, 
which shook the ground. Screams were the reply….

by Curtis Boateng, Yr 8
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Drapers’ Academy Debate Club
Drapers’ Academy runs a thriving debate club for students in years 7-13. The spring term has been jam-
packed with lots of different motions spanning from LGBTQ+ issues to the UK’s sugar tax. One of the 
highlights from the spring term debate series was the motion on cultural appropriation. As part of the 
multicultural celebrations, debate club considered the following motion: ‘The House believes that cultural 
appropriation should be welcomed and not feared.’ The topic is very current and one that students felt 
incredibly strongly about. 

We started by defining cultural appropriation and differentiating it from cultural appreciation using the 
examples of Justin Bieber’s dreadlocks as well as yoga and chicken tikka masala. Team proposition was 
represented by Daisy Robins (year 12) and Rajdeep Singh Mahal (year 8). Team opposition was captained 
by Lydia Tyler (year 12) with Jay Applebee (year 8) as second speaker. It was a healthy contest with points 
such as: is cultural appropriation a necessary consequence of multiculturalism? What are the boundaries 
between cultural appropriation and cultural appreciation? In the end, team opposition were victorious 
meaning that ‘This House does NOT welcome cultural appropriation.’

As part of the club, students have been invited to participate in two debating competitions: the English 
Speak Union’s Schools’ Mace and the London Debate Challenge. At present, KS3 students are preparing 
for the London Debate Challenge where they will compete with students across London. Debate club runs 
every Wednesday lunchtime in room 002. 

Lyndsey Morgan, Lead Practitioner
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A Blind Date with a Book
We have all heard the old adage – don’t judge a book 
a book by its cover – but how many of us actually 
heed this advice? We decided to put this to the test 
with a ‘Blind Date with a Book’ event for Valentine’s 
Day. The events space in the library was transformed 
with a selection of carefully curated, hand wrapped 
books. We picked books that readers may have missed 
spanning categories such as mystery, romance, horror, 
adventure and science fiction. A wide range of popular 
genres were tagged with intriguing clues alluding to the 
book inside. Students eagerly reserved the books but 
had to wait patiently for Valentine’s Day before they 
could unwrap. Another successful event which we 
hope to replicate again next year. 

Lyndsey Morgan, Lead Practitioner



LI
TE

R
A

C
YDrapers’ Academy Celebrates World Book Day 2019

World Book Day is an annual celebration of authors, illustrators, books and, of course, reading! In fact, it’s 
the biggest celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO as a worldwide event and marked in over 100 
countries all over the world.

The main aim of World Book Day in the UK and Ireland is to encourage young people to explore the pleasures 
of books and reading. At Drapers’ Academy this was achieved through a series of different events, and on 
students and staff came together in appreciation of all things book-related. 

Firstly, a ‘Book Race’ was arranged by the librarian, Ms Gray. A fantastic range of fifteen books were selected 
for the race with the aim that students would register, complete a book review for each book and compete to 
be the first to read all fifteen books. The winners of the competition will be announced on Friday 12th April.

Secondly, a ‘Title Quest’ competition was organised. Staff picked their favourite book title and wrote it on 
a label which was worn throughout World Book Day. Students across the academy had to speak to as 
many members of staff as possible and note down their favourite book. This generated a really positive 
atmosphere about books and enabled lots of students to talk to members of staff they had never met.

Next, there was a ‘Bake a Book’ competition. Students were invited to bake a cake based on a book of 
their choosing. There were some very impressive (and delicious) entries. The winners were judged by Miss 
Richardson and rewarded handsomely with book bundles. In joint first place were Nadia Fonari (9CWI) and 
Emma Duncan (9MSI). In second place was Ina Barry (7FR2) and in third place was Sophie Crouch (7EI1).

Finally, back in the individual form classes, there were drop everything and read events taking place. Students 
across the different year groups were reading a title chosen explicitly for them by the Literacy Ambassadors. 

Overall, the celebrations were enjoyed by all and students had opportunities to learn about new authors and 
titles. 

Lyndsey Morgan, Lead Practitioner
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Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge!
Jack Petchey’s “Speak Out” Challenge! is a programme run by Speakers Trust and funded by the Jack 
Petchey Foundation.  It is a well established and highly regarded public speaking competition that attracts 
18,000 students across London and Essex each year. 

This year, sixty year 10 students from Drapers’ Academy participated in the training and workshops 
facilitated by Christine DeCruz. Students learnt to deliver with confidence and impact and gave each other 
constructive verbal feedback. The judges heard some very funny, wonderful and passionate speeches. In 
total, eight finalists were selected. They will proceed to the next stage which is an assembly presentation 
before two will be nominated to represent Drapers’ Academy at the Havering Borough regional final in May.

The eight students selected were:
Emma Davis 10PJo, Declan Bailey 10RHa, Nathan Williams 10RHa, Dylan Houlston 10JKe,
Lordia Ogunnubi 10KSt, Toni-Ann Aguiyi 10JKe, Joby Judd 10RHa, Chloe Tomlin 10SBa

Lyndsey Morgan, Lead Practitioner
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National Handwriting Competition 2019

Cast your mind back to the most recent thing you have written. Chances are it was probably an email to a 
colleague at work or a text message to a friend. The vast majority of our daily communication is done via 
laptops or smartphones and, as noted by Cambridge academics, the result of this is a ‘downward trend’ in 
students’ handwriting. To compensate for this and to raise the awareness of handwriting, this year all key 
stage 3 Drapers’ Academy students participated in an event on National Handwriting Day. The day falls on 
23rd January and the competition is organised by SATIPS, attracting approximately 11,000 students across 
the country.

This year’s competition challenged students to recreate Kenn Nesbitt’s iconic poem ‘Today I Wrote this 
Poem.’ There were some truly beautiful entries. The first round of the competition was judged by the Literacy 
Ambassadors and due to the exceptional standard, it took the judges a considerable amount of time to 
select the fourteen winners. The winners have been awarded certificates and their entries have been sent 
to the National Schools’ Handwriting team to be judged alongside entries from the across the country. We 
will find out the results of the national competition at the end of April but would like to take this opportunity 
to recognise the efforts of our fantastic fourteen.

Lyndsey Morgan, Lead Practitioner
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Year 11 Toby Carvery
We took a group of our year 11 pupils to 
the Toby Breakfast Carvery as part of their 
Catering Course.

This gave them an insight into what was 
available and how the food is catered for on 
a large scale and how it is presented to the 
customer. It also allowed them to practice 
their social skills and if it was an enjoyable 
experience for our pupils.

They said that the staff were friendly and 
welcoming and that the restaurant was 
clean and well managed. The pupils really 
appreciated this experience.  

Alison Collison, LSA
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GCSE Physics Trip – Greenwich Observatory – Space
40 of the current Year 11 GCSE Physicists had the opportunity to visit the Greenwich Observatory in London, 
in order to attend a Space Physics workshop day to aid them in their understanding of this demanding yet 
fascinating topic.

The pupils enjoyed two study sessions with Professors from top universities on Stellar Evolution and the 
Importance of Starlight. The information helped consolidate their understanding, whilst also provided them 
with some extension material to help challenge their current thinking. 

Pupils were able to tour a number of exhibitions, a particular highlight being the NASA Exhibition on ‘The 
Hubble Space Telescope’ and how it’s images have transformed how we see the universe.

Finally, the pupils enjoyed a show at the planetarium, where they then had the chance to ask a resident 
professor some of the more burning questions they had around the idea of space exploration and how our 
understanding of the universe is changing.

Andrew Luck, Associate SLT
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Redden Court – Year 8 Maths MAble Challenge
Some of our Year 8 Mathematicians competed against the top pupils from a number of Havering Secondary 
schools on Wednesday 6th March. Pupils had to answer some extremely challenging non-calculator papers, 
with tasks from the UKMT (United Kingdom Mathematics Trust) challenges. They worked extremely well as 
a team and managed to come joint 3rd with Campion and Redden Court, behind a victorious Royal Liberty 
team. Well done to all of those involved!

Andrew Porter, Drenusha Bajra, Israel Oyewole, Eliza Kulici, Plamen Vasilev, Nick Nkansa-Dwamena, 
Rowa Bashir, Ciara Timcke, Etiene Inyang

Andrew Luck, Associate SLT
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Brilliant Club Launch Trip KS4 + 5
20 students from Drapers’ Academy attended the London School 
of Economics for the launch of the Spring Term KS4 and 5 edition 
of the Brilliant Club Scholars’ Programme.

The aim of the programme is to increase the number of pupils from 
under-represented backgrounds progressing to highly selective 
universities. This is achieved by mobilising the PhD community 
to share its academic expertise with state schools.

The pupils had a day at the Holborn campus where they explored 
the university, whilst also meeting their tutor; Temi Ogunye. The 
title of their project is ‘Global Poverty: What should the rich of 
the world do about it and why?’ Temi is currently studying for his 
PhD at the LSE, and has been working closely with the following 
pupils on this topic…

Joe, Deivinas, Evie, Mathew, Samantha, Sophie, Siawash, 
Joshua, Amy, Daniel, Jessica, Jade, Daisy, Timi, Adam, Aaleia, 
Nikita, Niyaz, Lydia, Mahpara

The pupils have a 2000/2500 word assignment due on this 
question on the 27th of March – so wish them luck!

Andrew Luck, Associate SLT

Y9 and 10 MAble Aspiration Day – 
University of Oxford
In late January, 30 of our Year 9 and 10 pupils had the opportunity 
to visit one of the most prestigious universities in the world – the 
University of Oxford.

Pupils visited Wadham College as part of their ‘Access to 
Excellence’ programme.

They learned about the collegiate system, the courses available 
at the University, how university accommodation works and what 
financial support is available.

The pupils were then shown round the college, where they 
particularly enjoyed a game of table tennis in the student union!

Pupils engaged in two academic taster sessions with world 
leading professors; one session looking at the importance of 
optics in everyday life, and the second at head injuries and how 
they are dealt with.

The pupils were fascinated and asked many probing questions. 

Finally, they were taken up to the Natural History Museum, where 
they managed to view and handle some of the extraordinary 
exhibits and artefacts held there.

A few brave pupils even came face-to-face with some hissing 
cockroaches!

Andrew Luck, Associate SLT
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12 of our Year 8 pupils visited Goldsmiths University on Wednesday 27th March for the launch trip of the 
Summer Edition of the Brilliant Club. The pupils took part in a study skills session, a tour of the university, a 
question and answer session with Goldsmiths University undergraduates, as well as a tutorial with their PhD 
tutor; Natalia Barrahona Torres. Natalia is a Bioinformatics graduate and is will be working with our pupils 
throughout the summer term in preparation for the pupils 1500 word summer assignment. If you see any of 
the pupils below, wish them luck!

Drenusha Bajra, Plamen Vasilev, Nick Nkansa-Dwamena, Andrew Porter, Israel Oyewole, Jessica Fartade, 
Ciara Timcke, Julia Brkic, Valeria Brkic, Naomi Jackson, Lewis Makolli, Rowa Bashier

Andrew Luck, Associate SLT
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Drapers’ Hall
During the Spring term, Year 7 pupils were invited to Drapers’ Hall in London to learn about The Drapers’ 
Company and its links with Drapers’ Academy.
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Pupils were given a tour of Drapers’ Hall 
and learnt about the history of the Drapers’ 
Company and it’s role as a charity today.

Pupils were interested to hear about the 
many films and events that have featured 
there, including recent visits by members 
of the Royal Family. Pupils were also keen 
to learn how the Drapers’ Company helped 
to build their school and how the Drapers 
continue to support the Academy. 
 
As part of their visit, pupils were treated to a 
Silver Service dinner at Drapers’ Hall, before 
completing an educational activity linked to 
the monarchy.

Doug Bannister, Assistant Vice Principal



Bancroft School
We took a small group of our Mable students to the Russell Group UCAS Fair at Bancroft’s School. Our 
students had the opportunity to talk to the outreach representatives from over 25 universities from all over 
the country. Initial feedback was that it was a really useful trip and that it opened student’s eyes to the wealth 
of opportunities available to them. One student was particularly interested in a Degree Apprenticeship 
at Birmingham University, whilst another discussed the fine details of what studying Neuroscience at 
Nottingham University would entail. 

The Bancroft’s School staff were charming and welcoming and were very impressed with the way in which 
our students conducted themselves as well as the intelligent questions that they asked. Next year we will 
take an even larger group of students to the event!

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form

Career Fair - Haberdashers
Fifteen of our Sixth Form students attended a career fair today at the Haberdasher’s Hall, Central London, 
where they were given insight into working in STEM related industries. Companies represented included EY. 
Lloyds, IBM and Experian. A great opportunity for our students. 

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form
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In March we took a small group of sixth Form students to the Drapers’ Company 25th Concert Series at the 
Drapers Hall. After enjoying a lovely meal we were treated to a number of classical pieces performed by 
students and graduates from the Colleges of Music and Music Conservatories that are sponsored by the 
Drapers. The programme for the evening included works by Schumann, Debussy and Poulenc. The concert 
was concluded with a rousing rendition of Schubert’s Trout Quintet. Many students that attended felt that 
this was the most rousing and moving piece, especially the contributions of the pianist, Tonga Atalanta Un. 

As a consequence of attending this concert two students are now considering applying for music lessons at 
Drapers’ Academy.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form

Essex University
Last month we took a small group of sixth form students to an Insight Day at Essex University, Colchester. 
After an initial Welcome Presentation students then broke off into subject areas to find out a little more about 
what it would be like to study the respective subjects at undergraduate level.

The four Upper Sixth students on the trip are currently holding offers to read; Psychology, Psychology with 
a Professional Placement Year, Sociology and Nursing. We do a great deal of work with Essex University 
and we are grateful for the widening participation events and general UCAS support that they provide for 
our Sixth Form students.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form
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Griffin Day
At The Honourable Society of Grey’s Inn in Holborn, London, our Sixth Form students took part in Griffin 
Day; a day aimed at students who are considering Law as a career. Students were afforded an insight 
into the world of law and how to construct a defence case.  Students were given the opportunity to get 
involved in a mock trial where they were tasked with defending Tybalt Capulet who was accused of murder. 
Our students had to put a case together to show that their client was acting in self-defence and only used 
reasonable and measured force.  To contrast, the students then were given the task to cross examine the 
defendant by asking questions in a ways that questioned his character and motives. 

Students were also able to shadow barristers who work in both Criminal and Employment. 

As this is the first time we have offered A’ Level law at the Academy this was the first time that we have 
attended this event. Other Drapers’ schools were also in attendance. Our students worked with young law 
professionals who were looking to qualify to practise as barristers.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth FormSI
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Hannah Mumby
Shortly after Christmas we were very fortunate to have Dr 
Hannah Mumby visit Drapers’ Academy. Dr Mumby is a 
Drapers’ Company Fellow at  Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
and has done extensive research, in the field, on the topic of 
Elephants.

She spoke to Year 13 students and a small number of 
students from Years 10 and 11 about; conservation, research, 
anthropocentricism, ethics and elephants as social beings. 
All very interesting.

She also answered a number of very intelligent questions 
from our students. 

We will be looking to strengthen our links with Pembroke 
College and invite other academics into the academy to 
inspire our students. 

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form
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MLiam Aguiyi Futures Evening
Liam Aguiyi, Head Boy and soon to finish his A Levels at the Academy, 
was recently given the opportunity to work with television producers 
for an upcoming C4 documentary. The documentary is aimed at 
young adults, asking controversial questions that need answers. This 
opportunity was a consequence of meeting Lizzie Wingham: former 
Deputy Editor of the BBC,at the Futures Evening event  hosted at the 
Drapers Hall in the Autumn of 2017. Lizzie is a Draper, who is very 
keen to support our students and provide professional careers advice. 

Liam concludes that ‘Today proved to be a success in further 
developing my presenting skills in front of a camera.’ 

Liam is a one of our very best students and we are certain that he will 
have a successful professional life in whatever career he decides to 
pursue.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form
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National Livery Awards Grand Final
We are delighted to announce that a team of Year 13 students represented Drapers’ Academy in the “Livery 
Awards Grand Final” at the Mansion House, London - and won!

This is an annual competition (similar to Dragon’s Den) in which teams research and pitch their innovative 
business ideas to a panel of judges from the City. The Drapers’ Academy team consisted of the Liam, Harry, 
Leon, Hakim and Isabelle.

For nine months they worked with a mentor from the Drapers’ Company; Oliver Everett, alongside Daniel 
Friar and Jo Allick from AKA.

The previous round of the competition was held at Drapers’ Hall in November where our team won against 
three other Drapers’ sponsored schools. The Grand Final was hosted by The Lord Mayor of London, and 
we were competing against representatives of other Livery Companies’ schools, Crayford Academy and 
Mossbourne Community Academy.

Our team shone in their pitch due to their charm, effervescence, knowledge of finance and ability to respond 
to most rigorous question and answer session from the judges and from the floor. The judging panel 
consisted of James Bilefield - Entrepreneur 
and Chairman of SThree plc, Tim Campbell 
MBE - Founder of the Brifht Ideas Trust, Sherry 
Coutu CBE - Entrepreneur and Chairman of 
Founders4Schools and Dame Jayne-Anne 
Gadhia CBE - Outgoing Chief Executive of Virgin 
Money.

All of our team members have grown academically 
and personally as a result of this process and  
have all shone as examples of all that we are 
attempting to achieve here at Drapers’ Academy.

We now start the process again for our Year 12 
students.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form
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Harold Hill Food Bank
As part of National Livery Awards Grand Final where the Drapers’ Academy Team won first place, we were 
awarded a cheque for a charity of our choice. After some deliberation the team decided that we should 
support a local charity and last week we handed a cheque for £1000 over to Mark Reeves from the Harold 
Hill Food Bank. Mark commented that this is a great example of ‘local people helping local people.’  We 
also handed over some food and provisions that our students had collected recently and we are currently 
working on ways to strengthen our relationship and support for such an important charity.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form

SI
XT

H
 F

O
R

M

St. Francis Hospice Hampers
Since October 2018, we have been raising money for St. Francis 
Hospice by raffling off hampers, holding Choir performances, 
and in-school bake sales.

So far, we have raised over £1,000!

If anyone has suggestions for future fundraising, please see 
Kelly in the main office!C
H
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Newcastle University
In January we had a representative from Newcastle University (London Campus) visit the Academy to 
deliver a presentation re: Student Finance to Y13. As a consequence we are now planning a visit to the 
campus near Liverpool Street Station. We are planning rolling out Academic Mentoring for our Sixth Form 
students and have asked that the university WP team help us with our CV Workshops.

Due to the socio-economic profile of our Academy we qualify for their Partnership Programme – our students 
would receive a lower (contextual) offer on application.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form



PEQueen’s College, Cambridge
We were very pleased to host a presentation from Queen’s College, Cambridge. Year 11 and Year 12 
listened attentively to a presentation from three current undergraduates at the college. Subjects covered 
included; the collegiate system, student support, social life, the 800+ societies on offer to undergraduate, 
formal dinners, May Week (Balls), student theatre, Gap Years, etc.
University life was demystified and our students realised that they should consider Cambridge as one of 
their university applications. The bursary and grant systems were explained and the conclusion was that 
Cambridge is an affordable option. 
Students asked questions about; the application process, employability, Unifrog, Summer schools, choice 
of degree, and Adjust.  All really informative. 

As a consequence we will take students to Queen’s College for a visit, tour, lunch and further immersion in 
university life.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth FormSI
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Farm Experience
Sasha Nuttell, a Year 12 student spent a week on a farm helping the 
farmer with the lambing process.

Sasha helped with the delivery of 12 lambs. All valid and vital experience 
as far as her application to read Veterinary Science at university.

Lee Bryant, Head of Sixth Form



Youth Travel Ambassadors
On Friday 8th February the Youth Travel Ambassadors at Drapers’ 
Academy took part in a pitch event at Havering Town Hall. The team 
had to present to a panel of six people, including council members 
and a police officer. The YTA group went up against groups from 
Frances Bardsley, Campion and Coopers. The aim of the pitch was to 
try to secure £250 to spent on projects to improve congestion around 
Drapers’ Academy and also increase the numbers of pupils walking and 
cycling to school. The YTA group gave a very confident and informative 

PE

presentation and were successful in securing the £250. They will now spend the next term organising and 
running travel activities.

Juliet Kelly, Teacher of PE

Year 8 Boys Football
Last week our year 8 boys travelled to Emerson Park, to play their final Havering cup game of the season. 
Emerson took the lead with their first shot 10 minutes into the game. Drapers then applied the pressure and 
responded straight away with a goal through Frank. Nelson then went close with a long range effort that hit 
the bar. Mikey on the rare occasion found himself inside the box from a corner. His header was carried over 
the line by the Emerson Park keeper to make it 2-1. Emerson scored just before the half time break to make 
the teams level at the break. 

Emerson came out of the blocks at speed by scoring 5 minutes into the second half. Knowing it was the 
final game, Drapers decided to change formation and move a defender up front. Emerson used this to their 
advantage and grabbed another goal just before the final whistle. 

All round it was a superb game to watch, even though it was the first time that Drapers have dropped points 
in the Havering cup this season. 

The team are still expected to progress to the semi-finals for the second year in a row.

v Harris Academy

The year 8 boys’ football team achieved their fourth win of the season just before the half term break. 
They managed to beat Harris Academy by 11 goals to 3. The boys flew out of the blocks, managing to put 
themselves six goals up at half time. Against a physical Harris side, Drapers used the striking partnership 
of Nelson and Frank to their advantage. The pair managed to bag ten goals between them. The midfield 
general Nick, then decided he would grab his first goal of the season with a tidy finish. It was a very strong 
attacking performance by the year 8 boys, placing themselves in an exciting position for their next match 
against Hall Mead. 
Scorers: Frank x 4, Nelson x 6, Nick x 1

v Hall Mead

On a wet and windy afternoon, our year 8 boys arrived at Hall Mead knowing they needed a win. Drapers 
started very well which resulted in the Hall Mead goalkeeper pulling off two fantastic saves. Hall Mead then 
broke through on the Drapers’ goal causing Eti to stop a shot, heading for the top corner. Drapers then 
decided to turn on the style and put themselves two goals up with fifteen minutes played. Two audacious 
chips over the Hall Mead Goalkeeper from Mikey, left everyone on the side amazed. Pulling off another great 
save, Eti allowed the Drapers side to hit Hall Mead on the counter, leaving Nelson to pick up another goal for 
the season. The Drapers’ defence were outstanding throughout, creating many chances themselves. The 
final score ended 9 – 0 to Drapers.  
Scorers: Nelson x5, Mikey x2, Nick x1, Frank x 1

Matt Singh, Teacher of PE



London Pulse
A carefully selected team of Drapers’ Academy athletes were selected to take part in a VIP trip to the Copper 
Box Arena, Stratford. Naomi Jackson, Isabelle Squibb, Melisa Krasniqi, Kacey Wealand, Ruby Neagen, 
Francesca Bland and Adella Jackson made up the committed septet of ‘ballers.

London Pulse were promoted to the Netball Superleague for the first time in the 2018/19 season. The 
London side boast a growing franchise, with a vision to become the home for elite netball in London, 
reflecting and celebrating London’s diverse communities. On arrival at the venue, Drapers’ Academy were 
met by the one and only Commonwealth Gold Winning England Captain, Ama Agbeze.

The VIP experience continued into a behind the scene tour, meeting key players and an exclusive interview 
opportunity for the students. The key message to the students reinforced the commonly held vision at 
Drapers’ Academy, of working hard and aspiring to achieve your full potential. This was evident in the 
players own experience of balancing education, careers and a passion for sport. 

After meeting the players, the pupils had prime seating position to view the pre-game routine and warm 
up. Whilst the buzz in the crowd for Pulse was clear, the anticipation of the upcoming game was bubbling 
throughout the arena. Pulse were facing Team Bath, a fierce, experienced and well decorated team featuring 
several International players.

Both teams were evenly matched in the first quarter, but Bath began to increase their lead to 12 points by 
the third quarter. Pulse despite their youthful side, showed resilience and determination performing well 
under pressure. The Pulse attack provided an outstanding performance in the shooting circle, closing the 
gap to just four goals in the dying seconds of the game. The result reiterates the ethos of the club, and that 
Pulse are working hard towards their elitist vison. Despite their International status and world rankings, the 
players made time for the fans and posed for photographs after the game. Drapers’ Academy left feeling 
inspired and elated at an incredible performance meeting world class athletes.

Kimberley Collins, Teacher of PE
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Multi-Cultural Week
On February 25th- 1st March we celebrated Multicultural Week at 
Drapers’ Academy. Each faculty hosted a range of events each 
break and lunchtime that linked to multiculturalism within the 
subject.

The Art team put on a wonderful exhibition of Japanese art, inspired 
by Owen Jones, a key figure in the Great Exhibition of 1851. In 
Maths, pupils had the opportunity to learn the techniques of the 
Towers of Hanoi, devised by French mathematician, Edouard 
Lucas in 1883. Pupils also had the opportunity to research the 
different cultures within the Caribbean in the library and to learn 
how to write their names in Arabic.

The week rounded off with a vibrant display of African clothing and 
dance, led by our wonderful sixth formers.

Karen Brown, EAL Co-ordinator
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Barclays Lifeskills
We had the opportunity for our pupils in Y7-Y10 to participate in the very popular Barclay’s lifeskills 
programme which you may have seen on TV. The programme is a series of workshops delivered in school 
to inspire young people to get the skills they need for a better future through classroom activities, encounters 
with employers and though valuable real-life experiences. At Drapers’ Academy we choose two topics which 
we felt would benefit our young people in making decisions in the future. Volunteers from Barclays took the 
timeout of their busy schedules to support our pupils in these workshops and came from variety of job roles 
such as fraud investigation, branch manager, financial analyst, business manager, personal banker and 
forensic accounting etc.

Online digital awareness workshops helped our pupils to explore what is meant by online reputation and 
why it is important?  Why the misuse of social media can affect future education & job prospects and helped 
them to think about creating a positive digital footprint. Working in small groups with volunteers our pupils 
were able to discuss and identify ways to make a positive rather than a negative reputation online.

Money skills workshop helped our pupils to understand and compare their attitudes to money and spending; 
explore the differences between needs and wants as well as to think about how to plan for future purchases. 
Working in small groups with volunteers the interactive activities helped them to consider what financial 
skills they would need to develop to make them successful in the future, prepare them for the world of work 
and keep them updated on 21st century financial issues.

Nilima Majmadar, Careers

Kiyan Prince Foundation - Dr Mark Prince OBE
This term, Dr Mark Prince OBE, visited the pupils at Drapers’ Academy to speak about 
making positive life choices, in order to achieve their life potential and dreams. 

Prince spoke movingly about the tragic loss of his son, Kiyan, in 2006 to knife crime and 
the impact that this event has had on his life. His inspiring story illustrates how to deal 
with adversity positively. Prince explained the work that the Kiyan Prince Foundation 
has been doing to support pupils at Drapers’ Academy and other schools nationally.

Our pupils responded positively and maturely to his emotional talk, leading many to 
borrowing his autobiography ‘The Prince of Peace’ from the school library.

Julie Richardson, Vice Principal



Purple Friday in memory of Jodie Chesney
As a community we were all shocked with the tragic loss of life of Jodie Chesney. She is described by 
Havering Sixth Form College as an excellent, hardworking and focussed student.

On the Monday following the tragic event, I delivered six assemblies to ensure that I spoke to every pupil 
and student. My aims were to give respect to Jodie, ensure our pupils and students were aware of any 
support if they required it and finally a reminder of how to improve their own safety.

Following an assembly a member of our Sixth Form approached me and asked if we could have a day 
to remember Jodie. She explained to me that friends of hers at the college were planning a day involving 
students wearing something purple as this was Jodie’s favourite colour. 

That Friday, pupils, students and staff were invited to ‘wear something purple’ for the day. This may be a 
hair band, t-shirt, socks etc. A member of the community had also said they were making purple ribbons for 
pupils and students to pin to their clothes. We made these available on the day, asking for a small donation 
that we paid towards the Jodie Chesney fund.

Darren Luckhurst, Principal
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Wishing you all a good Easter holiday. We look forward to welcoming the pupils back to school on
Monday 29th April 2019




