
Foreword
Dear pupils, students, parents, carers and our extended community,

Reading through each termly newsletter always reminds me how immensely proud I am of the school I 
am so privileged to lead.  This edition is more special than any of the others.  Over the past two and a half 
years, school life changed drastically and significantly. One of our strengths and what makes life at Drapers’ 
Academy so enjoyable is our enriched curriculum.  Sadly, the pandemic deprived our young people of this 
magical element of school life.  However, this term enrichment was back in full force! 

Overseas trips, camping, adventure days, workshops, cycle training, theatre trips, fitness, competitions, 
rewards trips, a rooftop concert, the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the senior boys’ football team winning the 
Havering Cup for the very first time!  Our school feels normal again, and this makes me very happy!

One of the many highlights for me was our fishing club taking part in the ‘Fishing for School Project’.  As a 
keen carp angler I have always wanted our school to encourage and enable pupils to take up the sport and 
now we do.  Fishing offers time away from social media and provides young people time to not only relax 
and unwind but also make lasting connections with the people they fish with.  All the while strengthening 
their mental health and well-being.

We will continue to evolve and adapt our enriched curriculum both within the lessons and more notably 
outside of the classroom and away from school.  There should always be more to school life than just 
five taught lessons per day. I always appreciate all that Drapers’ Academy staff do to ensure our incredible 
workshops, trips and visits are organised to ensure our young people continue to benefit as much as they do.
 
I hope you enjoy reading through this edition as much as I did.

I would like to take this opportunity and wish you all an enjoyable and safe summer holiday.

Very best wishes,

Mr Luckhurst, Principal
          @DrapersPrincipl
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Rooftop Concert
In the penultimate week of school pupils took to the stage to give an ‘Abbey Road’ style rooftop 
performance to provide some lunchtime entertainment for pupils and staff in the quad below.

For many of the year 11s taking part this was their first ever performance in front of a live audience and 
they all did brilliantly to overcome their nerves and play so confidently despite unfamiliar surroundings 
and the hot weather conditions. 

A video of the performance can be found at www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnteSNnYQjc   

Mr Hayward, Head of Music

“Many pupils find it quite nerve wracking to perform in front of their peers so I was delighted 
to see each of them show such confidence and ability. We received some excellent feedback 

from both staff and pupils and I really believe this group have the potential to put in an 
amazing performance for their exam next year.”



Careers Events
This term the careers team have been very busy with our sponsors QMUL. Workshops were delivered 
to support our pupils to make informed choices in preparation for the next academic year;  Post 16 
options (Y10) GCSE choices (Y8).

Pupils had the opportunity to talk to ambassadors about their real life expereinces of University and 
also take part in groups activities.

Mrs Henderson, Careers Officer

PWC - One Firm Day
As part of PWC’s One Firm One Day (annual volunteering day) we had one hour skills session, delivered 
by PWC volunteers in school. PWC is one of the leading global companies who came into school to 
raise awareness of roles and responsibilities of Data Science and Analysts. Year 10 and 12 took part 
in practical activities and case studies about what ‘Big Data’ is, how to collect data and use it to solve 
problems. This is a growing industry with skills shortages and hopefully some of the pupils may be 
considering this as a future career.

As part of the Uni Connect programme a series of one hour academic and personal skills sessions 
were delivered to Years 9-13. Karim Al-Abbas who works with schools, universities, and companies 
across the globe, delivered workshops to develop critical thinking and help pupils/students understand 
how we truly learn, think and remember in preparation  for the next step in their educational journey.
The interactive workshops guided pupils/students through a series of exercises that demonstrate how 
to improve their memory and learn effective revision strategies by looking at how our brain processes 
information and the effect of our senses on memory. These activities additionally aim to encourage 
students to progress to higher education (HE). They do this by helping them develop the necessary 
transferable skills that are useful for HE study , such as independent learning and emotional and 
academic resilience and memory

Mrs Henderson, Careers Officer



Genmedx Pop-up Hospital
Pupils and students had the opportunity to explore careers in the Health and Social Care Sectors. 
GenMedX volunteers from the NHS gave up their time to come into school to demonstrate real life 
practices in a pop up hospital in school. Pupils/students had the chance to understand the skills and 
qualifications needed and explore possible entry routes and interact with healthcare professionals. The 
session aimed to raise aspiration and encourage pupils and students to consider a career in healthcare. 
The feedback from pupils and students were very positive and we hope to welcome GenMedx back to 
school in the future.

Mrs Henderson, Careers Officer

Stubbers
Unfortunatley, due to the pandemic over, 
two of out Year 7 cohorts didn;t get the 
opportunity to visit Mersea Island for our 
annual redidential trip. This term however, 
to make up for it, three groups of now Year 
8 and Year 9 pupils attended Stubbers 
Outdoor Activity Centre for a day of fun they 
will never forget.

Activities included : Rock Climbing , Paddle 
Boarding, Raft Building, Abseiling, Archery 
,Kayaking (Mrs De Stefano even managed 
to stay dry!) and Laser Combat (Miss Dyson 
excelled in this)!

Weather was kind to us and the pupils had a 
great outdoor experience. 

Mrs DeStefano, Year 9 Pastoral Manager



East London Science and Technology Challenge
Twelve of our Year 8 and 9 pupils attended the challenge day at New City College – Havering Sixth 
Form College on the 11th of July 2022. The day was designed to give pupils an insight into STEM at a 
higher level. The event is also part of a wider national competition, in which the overall winning team 
from each event progresses to a Challenge Final which will be held in January of next year.

The pupils worked in teams of 4 to complete the following activities and were awarded marks based on 
their teamwork, planning and overall finished design.
• Robotics – They built and programmed a robot to navigate a series of obstacles
• E-FIT – They used police software to create an image of a ‘criminal’
• Vehicle – They designed, built and then raced a simple electric vehicle
• Medical Diagnostics – The pupils were tasked with diagnosing a ‘patient’ and also a test for diabetes

Our pupils displayed great teamwork and showed great promise especially in the Medical diagnostics 
challenge. Even though they didn’t make it to the next round this time we look forward to attending next 
year to beat the competition.

Mrs Alli, Science Teacher

MFL - Drapers’ Brookside School visit
In order to support our MFL curriculum, especially to ensure a smooth transition for Year 7 pupils, we 
decided to pay a visit to our MAT school, Drapers’ Brookside. Several pupils in Year 9 volunteered to 
participate in lesson observations and later teaching, namely Marwa Riaz, Izabella Shearman, Joshua 
Cutts, Emily Cummings, Joyce Ajayi, Maha Mohamed, Omolola Ilo, Maisie Flower, Soraya Lewis and 
Charlee Plowman-Pope.

On our first trip to Drapers’ Brookside School, we watched French lessons taught in Years 3 and 4. We 
really enjoyed the lessons which gave us a better picture of teaching and learning languages in KS2. 
The aim of our second visit was to let our pupils experience the joy of being a languages teacher for a 
little while! Everyone enjoyed this experience and we hope to establish some firm and rewarding links 
next year. Special thanks to Carly Cooney from Drapers’ Brookside for welcoming us so warmly.

Miss Adamcikova, French Teacher



French Residential:  St Omer
After a difficult couple of years, staff in the MFL department were delighted to be able to take a group 
of 45 pupils from Years 8 and 9 for a three day residential visit to Le Chateau d’Ebblinghem, near St. 
Omer in France.  We travelled by coach and DFDS ferry, and were delighted to receive vouchers for 
free breakfasts on board the ship, which were very enjoyable!

We had more luck with some fantastic weather, which meant we could take part in some outdoor team 
building activities at Le Chateau.  On our first afternoon in France we visited a little village bakery for a 
demonstration of traditional bread-making techniques (and of course, no visit to a bakery is complete 
without trying out the products).  On Wednesday morning pupils worked in groups to follow clues on a 
Town Trail around St. Omer, before hopping on the coach and travelling to Ypres, in Belgium, where we 
watched the famous Menin Gate Ceremony.  Our last morning was spent at La Coupole, a fascinating 
World War 2 bunker complex where the first V2 rockets were developed.  After that, there was just time 
for some last-minute shopping at Le Cite d’Europe before boarding our ferry back to the UK.

The visit was enjoyed by all concerned and we are looking forward to our traditional Year 8 Christmas 
trip at the end of the autumn term.  

Mrs Burr, Head of Modern Foreign Languages

“It was really rewarding to be able to take the pupils to France so they could practise some of 
the language they have been working so hard on in class!”



Languages Taster Day
On Tuesday 21st June eleven French and German GCSE pupils from Drapers’ Academy visited 
Cambridge University for a special Languages Taster Day. The inaugural event took place at the 
Faculty of Modern and Medieval Languages and Linguistics and was intended to give selected pupils 
the chance to experience interactive university-style languages teaching and learning in an authentic 
setting. Pupils experienced a lecture and seminars on topics ranging from the importance of film in 
language-learning to the art of translation and even a new language taster session. The most valuable 
aspect of the day was, however, hearing University students share their experiences of language 
learning, studying abroad, starting a new language and the wide range of career opportunities available 
to language learners. Our pupils came back full of enthusiasm and renewed passion for their language 
learning.

Mrs Glynn, Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages

“It was great to expose our budding linguists to Cambridge University students, who were 
very inspirational. We hope that this experience allows them to see the world of opportunities 

available to you through studying languages at all levels.”

Onatti Theatre Production in French and German
It has become our tradition over the last couple of years to invite the Onatti theatre company to Drapers’ 
Academy to perform a play in a foreign language to support our curriculum in MFL.

This academic year, our KS3 and KS4 pupils had the opportunity to watch a play in both French and 
German performed by native speakers from the Onatti productions company who successfully tour the 
schools of Europe with their shows. Their aim is to “boost the pupils’ confidence so they leave having 
watched a play in a foreign language, been able to follow the story, recognise many words and phrases 
and enjoyed and related to the story”. 

All plays included much audience participation and were an excellent way of developing pupils’ listening 
skills as they were completely immersed in the language. 

This year, we also included a play solely for year 7 pupils which was performed partially in English and 
French. We also welcomed year 6 pupils from Drapers’ Brookside school to enjoy the performance. All 
plays were a huge success and everyone involved had a great time.

Miss Adamcikova, Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages



Fishing For Schools Project
Event One of Four

This was the first of 4 outings to Puddledock Farm Fishery where the attendees of the fishing club took 
part in the Fishing for Schools Project. The participants began to learn and develop their skills in a 
number of different fishing techniques from float fishing and surface fishing, catching fish ranging from 
small Roach and Rudd to larger Carp.

Mr Commer, Fishing Club Lead

“The fishing aside, it was great to see the personalities shine through on the bank and
how much the boys enjoyed the day.”

Event Two and Three of Four

The second and third instalments of the Fishing for Schools Project. Revisiting the skills learnt from the 
first session but also adding a new technique - tip fishing!! This resulted in the capture of bigger fish 
with personal bests being smashed!!

Mr Commer, Fishing Club Lead

“It was brilliant to see that despite the (almost) 2 month break from the first session, the 
boys hadn’t lost their skills and remembered how they needed to behave on the bank. The 

confidence in the boys has visibly grown!”



Superbloom Project
Congratulations to our pupils for their participation, hard work and achievement in completing the 
‘Superbloom Project’ in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The purpose of the project, was 
for schools up and down the country to plant wildflowers that would create pollinators and bring natural 
beauty to urban spaces, introducing a new biodiverse habitat for wildlife.  The project celebrates the 
value of nature for our wellbeing.

Mrs Lurinsky, Princes’ Trust Lead

S.M.I.L.E-ing Boys Project and Exhibition
It’s been two years but it was well worth the wait! The boys’ shining portraits were in their full glory for 
guests at the Drapers’ S.M.I.L.E–ing  Boys Exhibition in July. Our internationally acclaimed artist, Kay 
Rufai, presented highlights and achievements of our boys throughout the year. The boys have grown 
in strength, maturity and success. Thank you to all our parents, staff and most importantly, our smiling 
boys for such a wonderful display of excellence.

Mr Zaman, SMILE-ing Boys Co-Ordinator



Big Walk and Wheel Competition
As a school we entered the Big Walk and Wheel competition. This is the UK’s largest walking, wheeling, 
scooting and cycling to school challenge. Schools across the UK competed to see who could complete 
the greatest number of active journeys to school over the 10 day period. Well done to the following 
pupils who had the highest step count each week per year group, the overall highest step count, those 
who cycled to/from school and to those who participated in the bike polo session.

IN SCHOOL COMPETITIONS: 

Highest weekly step count winners each week: (AMAZON VOUCHER WINNERS) 

        Week 1:  Week 2:  
Year 7   Lennie   Danielle
Year 8   Caden   Elom
Year 9   Simi   Joyce
Year 10  Sebastian 
Year 11  Billy   Leon

Overall highest step count (FITBIT WATCH WINNER)

Year 9   Simi

Cycling to school winners AND/OR participants in bike polo session: (BREAKFAST WINNERS)

Harry, Alfie, Cayden, Isabella, Bukola, Hannah, Elif, Megan, Taylor, Hollie, Millie, Logan, Fizza

‘Active Travel Fortnight’ was a huge success over a two week period from the 9th May-20th May. There 
were many activities for pupils to take part in, these included assemblies, cycle training, rent a bike, 
daily mile, a step count competition and much more.

The STARS TfL Young Ambassadors gave an informative presentation to the whole school to get 
everybody thinking about how we can help the environment and to make pupils aware of the fun 
activities taking place during ‘Active Travel Fortnight’.

Cycle Training and Rent a Bike
Three very keen cyclists took part in a bike maintenance 
session where the pupils were provided with practical 
skills to help them keep their bikes roadworthy and 
learnt about the mechanics of a bike.

The session covered the basics of making sure your 
bike is safe to use with an ABC (air, brakes, chain) 
check, through to repairing punctures, putting a chain 
back on, and more advanced bike mechanics.

Amir, Brady and Bobby were then able to rent and 
bike and would ride to and from school. Well done for 
making a difference to the environment.

Mrs Winn and Miss Griffin, TfL Co-Ordinators



Step Count Competition
The week started off very active with the Step Count competition beginning. Each day pupils and 
staff would track their step count via their iPhone or step app. The amount of steps per pupils/staff 
member was then recorded each day during form time, this created a real buzz and competitive nature 
throughout the school. Some pupils even changed the way they travelled to school because they 
wanted to up their step count game.  Well done to all pupils who took part. Well done to 8FR1 who 
were runners up walking 2490115 steps who enjoyed a tasty free breakfast. A huge congratulations to 
8DV2 who won the overall competition by walking 2,649,056 steps. We hope you enjoy your reward trip 
in September! Amazing effort from Amir Bashier and Adam Fuentes El Borji who were the competition 
individual winners, winning a microscooter each.

There was also a lot of competition from staff, with Mrs Monk and Miss Dyson going head to head for 
most of the fortnight. Miss Dyson was pipped to the post by Mrs Monk taking the lead with 185658 
steps. Congratulations!

Overall, 35,769,560 steps were walked over the fortnight!

Hands Up Survey
In July the whole school carried out the annual hands up survey to find out how staff, pupils and 
students travel to and from school. The results allow us as a school to have a better understanding 
of the schools travel habits and identify areas of improvement. The outcome of this was very positive 
when comparing to last year’s hands up survey results. Changes that were visible were less car/bus 
use, pupils dropping a stop and more pupils walking. 

A big thankyou to the Travel Ambassadors and Miss Griffin who have made a positive impact on our 
pupils. The students are much more aware of  how to be safe, sustainable and active on our way to 
and from school. More pupils have realised the importance and value of making small changes to their 
journeys, to benefit their environment, well-being and overall health and are starting to make these 
small changes when they can. 

The Daily Mile 
Over 40 pupils across the course of ten days took part in the Daily Mile. They walked a mile every day 
before school, clocking up over 300 miles in total over the ten days. It became very competitive as the 
steps from the daily mile were contributing to the step count competition. Well done to David Korbecki 
who walked the most miles and enjoyed his free bearkfast.

Mrs Winn and Miss Griffin, TfL Co-Ordinators



Pizza Party
Our inaugural Pizza Party in celebration of the hard work, dedication and tenacity was a real success – 
As we welcome our new cohort of Year 11 pupils into what may be their last year at Drapers’ Academy 
the Year 11, the Leadership Team (Mrs Harper and I) thought it pertinent to celebrate the effort the 
pupils put into their revision, as much as the result. 

We soon started to realise that it is no accident that our pupils began to really engage and enjoy the 
tasks and the process of working (revising) before the first mock exams, when the final results achieve 
the intended outcome we will celebrate again, but for now let us focus on perspective. The process 
confronts and challenges the foundations we believe they (our pupils) have set for themselves; they 
feel engaged; the thought process, the emotions it might illicit, the frustrations, the relief, the joy, the 
changes, and the beautiful accidents.

Over the last year, we have had the incredible opportunity to work with these incredible pupils on their 
incredible educational journeys. We have always marvelled at how they do their work, the experience 
they exude, and their level of engagement. And, it is with pizza in our hands and a smile on our faces 
that we  look forward to the results, but in the meantime let’s celebrate the process and say a massive 
well done to our new Year 11 pupils.

Cinema Trip
What a way to finish the academic term, as our wonderful cohort of pupils transition from Year 10 into 
11, and into what will become one of the most important academic years of their lives, by giving them 
some breathing room to relax and enjoy the fruits of their labour so far.

Celebrating a milestone like an anniversary, a birthday, or in our case extraordinary hard work and 
achievement throughout the academic year is always a positive. It can only feel even better when 
someone else notices their achievements and makes the effort to acknowledge them and this is exactly 
the mission statement of our cinema trip was. Who had continually hard work from the very beginning, 
not peak during certain times, had a moment of magic or pushed their way to the front. Who worked 
because they wanted to, dug in their heels when things got tough, dedicated their time to improve 
themselves.  Well check out our photograph to see who they were.  Celebrating achievement can 
boost confidence and increase motivation and showing appreciation can also boost reputation, improve 
retention, help to attract top talent and most important provide a platform for our pupils to shine.

Mrs Harper and I had the honour of taking 39 of our very best to the cinema for the day, not only did 
they shine brightly, they were a beckon of hope to others, advocates of Drapers’ Academy wearing their 
school colours with pride and ensuring they make not only their school proud, but their families and 
their communities.

So, what more is there left to say than well done, enjoy your summer and let’s make Year 11 the best 
it can be.

Mr Roberts and Mrs Harper, Year Team Leaders



Mersea Island
On Wednesday 22nd June to Friday 24th June, 120 Year 7 pupils and 20 staff made the journey down 
the A12 to Mersea Island for the return of our annual Year 7 residential trip.

The purpose of the residential is to give pupils a chance to take part in a number of outdoor pursuits, 
as well as helping to develop important life skills such as organisation, teamwork and resilience as well 
as giving them a chance to make new friends across their year group. The main aim, however, was to 
have fun!

On arrival, the pupils were organised into their tents in which they would stay for the two nights. The 
separate boys and girls camps contained ten tents each, in which eight pupils could reside. After 
unpacking and setting up their camp, they were soon into their activities.

The activities vary widely at Mersea Island; from Archery to orienteering, the pupils took part in a dozen
different activities across the three days. As well as this, the Thursday night culminated in a disco! 
Our pupils’ behaviour was fantastic! Staff at the centre commented on how polite, considerate and 
respectful pupils were during activities and around the site.

Huge thanks go to the staff who gave up their evenings to ensure the trip was possible. 

Mr Luck, Assistant Vice Principal



Year 11 Leavers Ball
On Thursday 7th July, the Year 11 leavers celebrated the ending of their GCSE exams with a Leavers’ 
Ball at Ye Olde Plough House in Upminster. The amazing location overlooking the Essex countryside 
was enhanced by the beautiful dresses and smart suits worn by the pupils.

The evening was a great success which included canapés, fruit cocktails, a lovely three course meal 
and a school quiz, ending with the announcement of the King and Queen of the Ball, Harley and 
Jessica. A thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by both pupils and staff!

Mrs Monk, Vice Principal



Duke of Edinburgh
Twenty Four Year 10 and Year 12 pupils and students completed their assessed expedition in the New 
Forest, Hampshire after two years of there being no expeditions due to the Coronavirus pandemic.

The pupils and students did extremely well considering the extreme heat, and we’re please to say 
everyone passed the assessment.

Miss Dyson, DofE Leader

“I am so proud of all of the hard work that the pupils and students have put in. DofE takes a 
huge amount of planning, commitment and dedication.”



Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Leading up to the summer half term, Drapers’ Academy hosted a celebratory week to commemorate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Events included taking an aerial photograph, planting an oak tree within the school grounds and holding 
a Jubilee-themed bake-off competition and cake sale, raising funds for Action for Children. The whole 
school also took part in a quiz about the Queen.

Mrs Monk, Vice Principal

“Congratulations to Sophie and Ibukun for getting 100 per cent. In addition, pupils took part 
in a red, white and blue-themed non-uniform day, raising funds for Action for Children.”


