
Foreword
Dear Pupils, Students, Parents, Carers and our extended community,

Once again this has been a busy first 
term to the school year.  As we come to 
the end of a calendar year, I am once 
again delighted to share with you the 
latest Drapers’ Academy Newsletter. 

Our school has been fully operational 
and back to normal post pandemic.  We 
have had a lot to celebrate last term and 
this newsletter showcases some of the 
amazing things that have occurred over 
the past 15 weeks.

A special moment was having our 
Prize Giving ceremony back in The 
Diamond Jubilee Hall after a two year 
hiatus.  This is our biggest celebration 
of the year, showcasing the successes 
of many pupils and students.  In my 
speech I stated that I would not allow the 
pandemic to define this generation of young people, they will do that themselves.  Although we acknowledge 
the challenges caused during this time, we also encourage the young people to be even more determined 
to work hard and be successful.  Success comes from putting in effort with unrelenting determination, 
demonstrated by all of our award winners as well as many others who did not get awarded this time.

As ever, there is always a curve ball (and this time it was a snow ball!!)  It was very unfortunate that we 
had to postpone our school production of ‘Drapers’ Actually’ due to the disruption caused by the snow.  
The pupils, students, Miss Lee and all the staff involved have worked tirelessly to bring the production 
together. As they say in the world of theatre, “the show must go on”.  Therefore, we will be rescheduling the 
performance dates for early next year.  

Please enjoy our newsletter and thank you for your ongoing support.  I wish you all a very happy Christmas 
and a wonderful new year.

With very best wishes,

Mr Luckhurst, Principal
          @DrapersPrincipl
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UKMT Senior Mathematical Challenge
Congratulations to Rowa Bashier in Year 12 for achieving Silver Award in this year’s UK Mathematics Trust 
Senior Challenge and the following sixth form students for achieving Bronze Award:

• Jessica Fartade
• Andrew Porter
• Ciara Timcke
• Catalina Turcan
• Hope Bodle
• Aston Murphy
• Abdullah Waseem
• Eliza Kulici

Certificates and prizes were issued to to these exceptional mathematicians. 

Miss Shaw, Teacher of Maths

Science Live! in Theatre
On Friday 2nd December a group of Year 11 pupils had the opportunity to go the Aldwych Theatre to hear 
five of Britain’s top scientists, all working at the cutting edge of their specialisms.

The speakers included Professor Robert Winston and Dr Maggie Pocock who used their expertise to help 
explain some GCSE concepts which will support the pupils with there Science exams.

They were also given specific examiner support to aide revision and exam practice.

“It was evident that pupils were highly engaged and excited by the talks throughout the day which should 
encourage them to achieve well in their Science exams. Pupils behaved brilliantly throughout the day and 
represented Drapers extremely well among many other London schools. As their science teacher I am 
extremely proud of them all.”

Ms Knight, Teacher of Science



Drapers’ Hall Court Dinner
Polyphony, a group of our most advanced singers across years 7 to 13, were invited to perform at the 
Drapers’ Court Dinner at Drapers’ Hall.

It was a real honour to be invited to perform at such a prestigious event and the pupils represented themselves 
and the Academy with real pride. They wowed their audience with a range of Christmas pieces and recieved 
a standing ovation. We look forward to returning for the next event soon!

Mr Hayward, Head of Music



Sixth Form Theatre trip to Matilda
As a social wellbeing trip, Mrs Ahmed organised a visit to the theatre to see Matilda with her form tutor group 
6SAM. The musical had the sixth formers in awe and amazement on the effects, acting and production. 

Had a great time with the group and a lovely way to end the term! 

Ms Ahmed, Teacher of Science

Blood Brothers Theatre trip
This performance and stage production was veiwed by year 10 drama students to enable them to visualise 
a GCSE scripted text that will help in their live theatre evaluation exam .

Each and every student enjoyed this musical stage performance and gave excellent feedback.

“Two twin brothers parted at birth -one to a rich family and one to a poor family. Both meet  up in there teens 
and tragedy will end their meeting.”

Ms Mrs Smith, Teacher of Drama

An Inspector Calls Theatre trip
This is one of the set texts that both Drama and English use for GCSE . There were 176 students on this 
trip with impeccable behaviour.This helped students understand both subjects on a visual account of the 
play. All year 11 Drama and English with year 10 Drama pupils attended. A lovely period drama play that 
was enjoyed by all!

An Inspector Calls is an adaptation of a family that engaged relationships with a young female which ends in 
tragedy .This story recounts each individual story to enable the true meanings. All stories encountered that 
each person have to pay for their actions .

Ms Mrs Smith, Teacher of Drama



Children’s Sports Awards Lunch
We took the following pupils to the ‘Children’s Sports Awards Lunch’ this term at Barleylands. 

1. Yousaf Butt
2. Harry Cummings
3. Nathan Russell
4. Christopher Russell
5. Peter Joy
6. Toby Gooch
7. Blake Maddox
8. Liam Ferreira
9. Isabella Smith
10. Danny Bartle
11. Viney Singh

The set up and decorations were amazing, and our pupils were very impressed and excited by the whole 
event. There was lots of music, dancing, fun activities, decorations, and celebrations of pupils’ success. 

Our pupils had a fantastic day, they thoroughly enjoyed themselves and got involved in all the different 
activities! As you can tell from the photos, they absolutely loved the dancing, balloons, and Christmas 
dinner. A busy and exciting day for them all, their behaviour was excellent and a credit to Drapers’ Academy.  

A big congratulations to Liam Ferreira. He was awarded a prize for his sporting progress this last year. He 
achieved a trophy and medal, which he was very proud. It was great to see him walk out and collect this in 
front of hundreds of people to be greeted by some famous sportsmen and women, who presented him with 
his award.

He is fully deserving, and we are very proud of his achievements. 

A massive thankyou to Miss Doidge and Miss Cook for their support and hard work at the trip, they got fully 
involved in all activities, which made the pupils day!

Miss Griffin, Teacher of PE and Deputy SENCo



Geography Field Trips
The Geography department has been busy this term with a number of trips taking place for both GCSE 
pupils and A-level students.  To help with exam questions on the fieldwork paper in GCSE geography, the 
year 11s were treated to days out investigating regeneration in Stratford and coastal management in Walton 
on the Naze.  It wasn’t all hard work, however as pupils had the chance to ride the longest slide in Europe, 
the Arcelor Mittal slide in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, as well as hunt for fossils on the beach once 
the work was done.  Sadly, no great finds this year. 

The A-level geographers went for a day in Stratford as well as two days out working on individual data 
collection for their NEAs.  We went to a range of locations from Bedfords Park to Upminster to Stratford and 
successfully collected what they needed for their projects.  They are currently working on write-ups for NEAs 
ranging from investigating ecosystem services to deprivation to regenerating cities.

Well done to all the geographers for their hard work.

Ms Morgan, Teacher of Geography

Christmas Card Design Winners



Remembrance Service
On Friday 11h November we held our Annual Remembrance Service.

Pupils from Key Stage 3 and the 6th Form gathered on the Plaza. We were also joined by Year 6 pupils from 
Drapers’ Maylands.

An address was made by our Principal, Mr Luckhurst and prayers and poems were read by Sixth Form 
students. Following a two minute silence, our Head Boy and Head Girl laid wreaths, in memory of those who 
gave their lives to protect our freedom.

Mrs Monk, Vice Principal

Crime and Deviance Study Day
On Wednesday 2nd November over 250 students and staff from schools across Essex, from Southend to 
the East of London, gathered for another in our series of ‘Crime and Deviance’ days.

Designed to be a cross curricular day, students have the chance to explore various aspects of crime, the law 
and rehabilitation which accesses various of the academic disciplines they experience as A level students. It 
is also a chance for Chelmsford Cathedral to offer a truly diocesan wide event incorporating many areas of 
our vast diocese, and introduces to the young people the concept of a cathedral being used as a teaching 
and debating space, as well as a welcoming one which is open to all.

The day looked at why we commit crime and some of the factors associated with that; the concept of ‘Green’ 
crime and how abuse of the environment can be seen as a criminal act; a former police officer who talked 
about his experiences of being in the police force, and two students from The Drapers Academy in Romford 
who presented a fascinating and well thought out ‘for and against’ over the issue of migrants and the 
proposed deportations to Rwanda. Members of Essex University were also on hand to talk to the students 
about further study and career opportunities.

Next year we hope to put on a similar event, but this time looking at a day dedicated to science.

Ivor Moody, Vice Dean and Canon Pastor of Chelmsford Cathedral



National Gallery Trip
10 sixth from students studying the sciences benefited from 
being exposed to the Arts on a trip to the National Gallery.  
Students were given the opportunity together with 3 other 
schools in east London to work in groups to de-code paintings 
and build up confidence and familiarity in an environment 
outside of their comfort zone and with people that they did 
not know. The students feedback was very positive and they 
gained a new appreciation for Art.

Drapers’ Creative Industry 
Network Meeting
Creative Careers Information Evening at Drapers’ Hall on 
Monday 21st November 2022. The event will introduce 
students to Drapers’ members in the creative sector and 
promote creative careers. They will have the opportunity to 
talk individually to professionals including those from Media, 
Fashion and Art and Design and interview them about their 
respective careers.

QMUL Y8 Developing your Skills 
at University
QMUL delivered interactive workshops to Year 9’s to help 
them to identify their own personal interests, skills and 
characteristics and how this may influence the choices they  
make in the future whether it be academic or employment. 
They were able to start to think about and explore ways to 
develop our skills at university.

Careers Assemblies in October 22
Year 7-11 had the opportunity to meet an employer as part 
of their careers assemblies this term. There were a variety 
of employers who gave up their time to talk about their 
career journey and pathways to their occupations. We had 
employers from a Finance & Accounting, Sports Coaching, 
construction and banking. Pupils found it helpful to speak 
directly to an employer and asked some very interesting 
questions.

QMUL Year 7 Benefits of Higher 
Benefits
During this workshop Year 7’s where able to find out what it’s 
like to study at university by talking to QMUL ambassadors 
about their university experience. They were able to discover 
about the wide range of the opportunities that are available 
to learners. when you become an undergraduate and the 
benefits higher education. The year 7 pupils came up with 
some very interesting societies that they would like to have 
when they  used their imagination to design their own society.

Ms Henderson, Careers Officer


