
Foreword
Dear pupils, students, parents, carers and our extended community,

I am delighted to be able to share with you the latest Drapers’ Academy Newsletter. The events of last year 
meant we were unable to share with you a Christmas newsletter in 2020, so this one is extra special.

As you can see, in spite of the challenges of Covid, Drapers’ Academy has been very much open for the 
business of both learning and the extra curricula events which our pupils and students enjoy and gain so 
much form.

I hope that this Newsletter will help to lift your spirits, in what are still challenging times, as you see the huge 
range of learning  experiences our pupils and students have been part of over this very busy term.
Whilst my primary concern this term has been to keep all within the Drapers’ community safe, we have also 
been very much business as usual.  As a community we have: 

• been celebrating the reading success of our year 7 and 8 pupils.
• increased participation at our after school clubs, including sports and fitness
• ensured that our sixth form students have opportunities to visit some of the most prestigious universities 

in the country.
• invited guest visitors who have led creative activates such as glass blowing and vitally important sessions 

on how to write an effective C.V. 
• thought of others, raising money for a variety of charities both local and international
• held a Remembrance service with all pupils and staff to commemorate those who gave their lives for us.
• given our year 9 pupils the chance to experience learning at Queen Mary University and  celebrated the 

amazing success of so many of our Sports Teams.
• added to the festive spirit of stall holders and customers at Romford market by singing carols and raising 

money for charity

I want to make a particular mention to the music and drama teams who managed, in spite of all of the 
challenges of Covid, to produce one of our funniest and most enjoyable productions yet. Back to the 80’s 
was a fabulously joyful production and was just what we all needed to lift our spirits. It was also an incredible 
opportunity for many of our pupils to develop their performance skills and confidence. 

I could go on and on, but I hope that you can see from our Christmas 2021 Newsletter that at Drapers’ 
we remain committed and passionate about providing a rich, rounded education for all of our pupils and 
students. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful and safe 2022.

Very best wishes,

Mr Luckhurst, Principal
          @DrapersPrincipl
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TFL Stars
Drapers’ Academy is involved in the Transport for London STARS scheme. STARS inspires young Londoners 
to travel to school sustainably, actively, responsibly and safely by championing walking, scooting and cycling. 
At Drapers’ Academy, we have selected a group of students who act as our Youth Travel Ambassadors who 
work together to help promote this scheme in our school community. This group have been meeting weekly to 
discuss the main travel issues and causes we face in our school community , working on identifying solutions 
to solve these problems, to help become a school that travels more sustainably, actively, responsibly, and 
safely. 

The students have come up with exciting fun ideas to combat these issues and we cannot wait to start 
working on them. They have designed a TfL Stars notice board which is displayed as you come into school. 
This board will give regular updates on the progress of this scheme and events that are taking place that 
students, staff and parents/carers can get involved in, so make sure your child keeps an eye out for the TfL 
Stars notice board and upcoming events.

They have also created an assembly which introduces their team and ideas, which was delivered in the 
final week of term to all form groups. Some of our fantastic leaders also went to some forms to present the 
presentation to their peers, demonstrating great enthusiasm and passion in the scheme. 

Our TfL Youth Travel Ambassadors:

Miss Griffin, Teacher of PE

Catering
The Year 10 Hospitality & 
Catering Class have been 
having festive fun, making their 
Christmas cakes as well as 
homemade coconut ice as gifts 
for their families.

Mrs Bangs, Teacher of Technology



Globalisation; Opportunities and Threats
Fourteen Year 12 students from across the humanities were invited last week to take part in the annual 
Raleigh lecture which was hosted at Drapers’ Hall by the Company of Entrepreneurs. Prior to the lecture 
and workshop, pupils had been asked to read and conduct their own research on the theme, ‘Globalisation; 
Opportunities and Threats’. Their research included wide ranging topics such as what they thought the 
differences are between a global firm and a multinational firm; how might culture impact attempts to build a 
global business; how important they thought environmental considerations are to a global business. What 
impact COVID has had on globalisation and finally, how they thought globalisation affects workers and 
working conditions.

Our students were separated into small groups, each with a member of the Company of Entrepreneurs to 
lead discussions and were asked their thoughts on a range of globalisation issues. After supper, Serena 
Masino, Associate Professor of International Development and Economics at the University of Westminster, 
delivered the Raleigh Lecture on how enterprising businesses maximise global opportunities and mitigate 
global threats. She also considered working conditions and labour standards and attempted to cast some 
new light on the current understanding of winners and losers in today’s low-income countries around the 
world. 

The lecture offered some perspectives and insight around questions including, “Are Multinational 
Corporations foes or friends”? “Are workers of Multinational Corporations being exploited in the name of 
global competition?” “Is globalisation something to reject and revert?” and “Is there a role for us to play in 
giving globalisation a more humane face?”.

The conclusions from the lecture and from the students’ discussions were certainly not clear cut or in some 
circumstances not even possible when considering political economy. However, they all arrived at a rounded 
understanding of a complex and multi-faceted phenomenon which needs to be appropriately governed if 
we are all to reap its benefits. Our Year 12 students proved themselves able networkers and contributed 
extremely well to all the discussions.

Mr Butler, Teacher of Humanities



Literacy and Reading
This term all our pupils have engaged with huge success in Accelerated Reader and we have had great 
pleasure seeing them back in the library with regular reading sessions in English and form time. All our 
pupils who obtain full marks on a quiz receive a small prize in the library and this week we have awarded 
our reading stars with books and chocolate to celebrate their great success. Next term we hope to get our 
first word millionaire!

Well done to everyone who received a reward and the winning forms groups, and please remember that AR 
is part of our curriculum for life, as Reading opens doors in every subject and is fun, relaxing and rewarding. 
Please continue to support and encourage reading at home every. 

Prize winners:
• 7FE2 and 8DV2 - most correct quizzes
• 7FE1 and 8EI2 - most words read
• Most correct quizzes Year 7 - Harry Cummings, Keegan Thompson, Ryan Fethers and Delia Scutari
• Most correct quizzes Year 8 - Shagunpreet Kaur, Megan Ekwulugo, Atharv Jain, Martyn’s Balciunaite
• Most words read Year 7 - Delia Scutari Year 8 - Martyna Balciunaite 

We have also had a focus on on fiction reading in November and it has been great to see pupils taking out 
these books in the library and developing their reading skills in other subject areas. A huge well done to 
Harry Cummings in Year 7 who read the most non fiction books in November.

Miss Griffin, Teacher of PE

Queens College
It is never too early to be planning 
for an Oxbridge application. Last 
week we took a small group of 
Sixth Form students to Queens 
College, Cambridge for their 
initial meeting, orientation, and to 
ascertain information about extra 
and super curricular activities. 
Queens College is where Jorja 
Korosec (Y13 last academic year) 
is about to start - reading History.

Miss Griffin, Teacher of PE



Glass Blowing
This term, we had the opportunity to undertake some Glass Blowing. A number of Sixth Form students were 
introduced to the art and the results are now on display hanging in the main entrance hall at Queens Theatre 
Hornchurch.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form

CV Workshop
On the 23rd of September a Draper can me the Academy to 
speak to Y12 about how to construct a good CV and how this 
may help students secure their first position. From here the 
students will now use the online tool Unifrog to write their CVs. 
These will then be sent to various Drapers’ for their judgements 
/ improvements. At the end of the process the students should 
all have a very professional and attractive CV.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form



Language Immersion Challenge 2021
In Summer 2021 some of our KS3 pupils participated in the Language Immersion Challenge organised 
by Routes into Languages. Their task was to complete several activities, ranging from sending an email, 
watching a film, researching language related social media posts, reading blogs and poems to creating a 
cartoon with speech, in the target language, to name just a few. Megan Ekwulugo from year 8 and Billy 
Grove from year 9 completed 8 of these challenges and received a Silver Award for their hard work and 
commitment to French over the summer holiday. 

Marwa Riaz from year 9 completed all 14 challenges as well as 5 advanced challenges aimed at learners in 
years 10-13, making significant progress in her French language skills. This is a fantastic achievement that 
we are all proud of! All pupils have received a certificate, a book called “Short Stories in French”, fun French 
language scratchcards, an Eiffel Tower key ring and a box of French chocolate biscuits.

Miss Adamcikova, Teacher of French



Journey to the Centre of the Cell
Year 9 students at Drapers’ Academy were invited tospend the day at Queen Mary university to experience 
ataste of academic life.

The day began with an icebreaker quiz to see how much studentsknew about QMUL and students learnt 
that the studentpopulation is about 28,000 from a whopping 160 differentnationalities!

This diversity could clearly be seen represented inthe student ambassadors who were with us all day.
Students then took part in an interactive physics taster workshopwhere they were taught the wonders 
of the universe includingthe relative size of the objects in our solar system and some ofthe largest stars 
in our galaxy. This was then followed by a trip tothe amazing ‘Centre of the cell pod - the first science 
educationcentre in the world to be located within working biomedicalresearch laboratories’.

Students learnt about the importance ofcells and were able to play the interactive games that featuredcell 
growth, burns and cancer treatment amongst many others.

The day ended with a Q&A session with QMUL studentambassadors where our Y9 students were able to 
ask any burningquestions they had about university life. By the end of the day,some students said they 
would definitely consider going touniversity in the future - a successful end to a wonderful trip!

Mrs Alli, Teacher of Science

Year 12 Induction
At the start of the year we gave 
the new Y12 a series of Induction 
Events that set them up to 
be resilient and independent 
learners. We also had some fun 
too watching the students Wellie 
Wanging. Some great throws, but 
some awful attempts too.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form
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Art Competition
Well done to Paige Jackson, Sophie Kaylor and Leah Best for being commended for their artwork for the 
Havering 11-18 art competition. Please see https://youtu.be/hp3MkpOaUvA to view the completion results.

Leah Best – Year 11

Paige Jackson – Year 11

Sophie Kaylor – Year 11



Careers News

Y7: Benefits of HE

Y7 had the opportunity to explore why they might 
want to go to university and the types of courses 
they could study. In small groups Y7 looked into 
the benefits for them in terms of their personal 
development and future career prospects. QMUL 
student ambassadors were on hand to share their 
own experience of university life.

Y9: QMUL GCSE Choices

The session encouraged pupils to think about 
their subject choices including the importance 
of their post-16 education. They took an online 
career quiz to find out what subject areas might 
suit them; STEM, Humanities and Social Sciences 
and Creative Arts. Y10’s began to make links with 
their results and possible future study & jobs.

Y10: QMUL How Do You Learn?

Y10 became familiar with the learning and teaching 
approaches at university. QMUL ambassadors 
raised awareness of what HE learning is like for 
different courses such as law and Astrophysics. 
Y10 had the chance to discuss which factors will 
be important to them when deciding on the various 
options for their future. 

Mrs Henderson, Careers

Drapers’ Hall
On the 24th September we took all Y13 students to The Drapers’ Hall, London to meet the Drapers and the 
Mentors that have been helping our students through exceptional difficult times. Students enjoyed the Thai 
food that was served. Pictured here are current Y13 students who are currently mentored by Anthony Nash, 
who work in Finance in the City, as well as being an ex student from the Academy.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form



Football Updates
Year 7 Boys
• Essex Cup Round 1 – Lost against Eastbury 

Community School
• National Cup Round 1 - BYE
• National Cup Round 2 – to be played 

tomorrow vs Riddlesdown Collegiate (Away)
• Havering Cup – Fixtures starting after half 

term 

Year 7 Girls
• National Cup Round 1 – Won 1-0 against 

Royal Russell School
• National Cup Round 2 – To be played 11th 

November Vs Bishop Thomas Grant Catholic 
School (Away)

Year 8 Boys
• Essex Cup Preliminary Round – 2-2 Vs 

Sydney Russell School (Drapers’ win on 
penalties)

• Essex Cup Round 1 – TBC
• National Cup Round 1 – BYE
• National Cup Round 2 – Won 7-2 Vs Harris 

Academy Battersea 
• National Cup Round 3 – Goffs Valley (Home)
• Havering Cup – Fixtures starting after half 

term

Year 8 Girls
• Essex Cup Round 1 – Lost 3-0 Vs Sydney 

Russell School
• Borough Tournament in New Year

Year 9 Girls
• Essex Cup Round 1 – Won 4-3 Vs Harris 

Academy Ockendon
• Essex Cup Round 2 – To be played after 

half term Vs Lammas School OR Palmer 
Catholic Academy

• National Cup Round 1 – BYE
• National Cup Round 2 – Won 1-0 Vs Royal 

Russell School
• National Cup Round 3 (Last 64 in the 

Country) Vs The Ashcombe School 

Year 11 Boys
• National Cup Round 1 – Won 6-2 Vs The 

Latymer School
• National Cup Round 2 – Won 8-0 Vs Phillip 

Morant School and College
• National Cup Round 3 (Last 128 Schools in 

the Country) – TBC – Vs The John Warner 
School OR Esher CofE High School 

• Havering Cup – Starts after Half term

Mr Stallard, Teacher of PE



Summer Schools
Pupils from years 7 and 8 had a fantastic experience during our DfE Summer School run by Drapers’ 
Academy staff over the summer holiday.

Around 100 of our new Year 7 pupils took part in a range of team building and academic activities across a 
full week, to help them get ready for life at secondary school. Pupils were able to participate in secondary 
school lessons, workshops, cookery classes, PE activities, art activities and many more experiences over 
the course of the week. All pupils who attended had a great time and staff who participated in the Summer 
School commented on how much they enjoyed meeting our new pupils and supporting them with their 
transition to Drapers’ Academy.

Our Year 8 pupils also benefitted from a separate DfE Summer School towards the end of the summer 
holiday, with around 50 pupils attending each day of the week. The Summer School supported our Year 8 
pupils with their lost curriculum time, as well as helping them to develop resilience, improve their mental 
wellbeing, generate new friendships and learn new skills following a very difficult first year for them due to 
Covid-19. Pupils really enjoyed the Summer School leaving comments such as “I had the best time ever”, 
“It really showed me the importance of respect”, “I’m excited for tomorrow - thank you for today!” and “I’m 
sad summer school is ending!”

Mr Bannister, Assistant Vice Principal

Non-Uniform Day
On the non uniform day this term, 
some of our Sixth Form students 
decided to wear clothes that 
represent their origins. A beautiful 
multi-cultural way to raise money 
and confront stereotypes.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form



Year 11 Mock Concert
This week, our Year 11s took part in a mock concert, to prepare them for the real thing in March 2022. 
Traditionally our pupils would have played in a band as part of our Year 9 curriculum and those who opted 
for Music would have much more experience of playing live music together (for audiences) by the end 
of their course. We thought it was only fair to give our pupils a greater chance to experience what this is 
like without the added pressure of this performance going towards their final grade. This was a fantastic 
learning experience for the pupils who took part, sharing their performances with their peers and sharing 
the experience of what it is like to play on stage together. After the isolation of our collective lockdown 
experience, many of the pupils were anxious and reticent to take part, but they all rose to the occasion. 
Hopefully, this will have been a positive learning experience and they will use the gained knowledge to 
inform their choices going into their final assessment.

Many thanks to Flavius Ursache, David Ajayi and Michael Philpot for their technical assistance throughout 
the rehearsal and performance process and the Drapers’ Academy ICT support team for their patience and 
guidance.

Mr Hayward & Mr Richardson, Teachers of Music

Romford Market Trip
The Drapers’ Academy Choir had its first outing since the Royal Festival Hall in February 2020 in the last 
week of term. A small team of ten dedicated singers, led by Ms. Braggins and assisted by Mr. Richardson, 
made their way to Romford Market to spread some festive cheer to the local community. We performed 
two short sets at either end of the market and were met with enthusiastic support from both members of 
the public and market traders. It was suggested that we should make the most of this goodwill to make a 
spontaneous collection for Saint Francis Hospice and in 30 minutes, we had collected over £150! We were 
bowled over by Romford’s generosity, which added to our general feeling of Christmassy wellbeing. Our 
choir members were a credit to our department and the school as a whole and acted with good manners 
and respect both whilst performing but on the bus journey to and from Romford.

Many thanks to John Walsh, the market’s Manager who is helping rebuild trade, post-Covid

Our choir: Daniel Iwuchukwu, Kenneth Quiban, Emilija Balseviciute, Georgina Bull, Sydney Knight, David 
Korbecki, Lily Gray, Sonara Robinson, Anna & Esther Asante

Mr Hayward & Mr Richardson, Teachers of Music



Redbridge Drama
In Drama, Years 9-13 had the pleasure of having Redbridge drama centre delivering workshops to them, 
this consisted of learning of famous theatre practitioners, stage combat and a range of drama techniques! 

We also were lucky enough to have professional theatre actress Lira Stroeter deliver a Monologues and 
Duologues workshop to our KS4 and KS5 drama students!

Miss Lee, Teacher of Drama

Volunteers
Some of our sixth form students decided to 
undertake some voluntary work in the sixth form; 
tidying, clearing clutter, ensuring soap supplies 
were as needed. Altruism personified.

Mr Bryant, Head of Sixth Form

School Production


