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THE A LEVEL AT A GLANCE: 
Paper 1: Love through the ages 

- Study of three texts: one poetry and one prose text, of which one must be written pre-1900, and one 

Shakespeare play. Examination will include two unseen poems 

Assessed 

- written exam: 3 hours 

- open book in Section C only 

- 75 marks 

- 40% of A-level 

Questions 

Section A: Shakespeare: one passage-based question with linked essay (25 marks) 

Section B: Unseen poetry: compulsory essay question on two unseen poems (25 marks) 

Section C: Comparing texts: one essay question linking two texts (25 marks) 

+ 

Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts 

Option B: Modern times: literature from 1945 to the present day 

Study of 3 texts: 

- one poetry (The Feminine Gospels – post 2000) 

- one prose text (The Handmaid’s Tale ) 

- one drama (A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams) 

Exam will include one unseen extract 

Assessed 

- written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

- open book  
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- 75 marks 

- 40% of A Level 

Questions 

Section A: One question on the set text: A Streetcar Named Desire 25 marks) 

Section B: Contextual linking 

- One compulsory question on an unseen extract (25 marks) 

- One essay question linking two texts – Feminine Gospels (Poetry) and The Handmaid’s Tale 

(Prose) 

(25 marks) 

+ 
Non-exam assessment: Independent Critical Study: Texts across Time 

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written pre-1900. One extended 

essay (2500 words and a bibliography) 

Assessed 

- 50 marks 

- 20% of A Level 

- Assessed by teachers 

- Moderated by AQA 

 

 

Entry requirements:  
You are expected to have at least a 6 in English Literature and Language GCSE.  
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“How different is GCSE to A Level English Literature?” 

THERE IS A HUGE DIFFERENCE. 

You will be expected to read critical books depending on what you are 

studying.  You will find that the skills you learned at GCSE level are relevant but 

they provide the “foundation”; the knowledge and understanding needed to 

respond to new and challenging texts will have to be learned and applied 

effectively. 

You will have to work independently and ensure that you come fully prepared 

to all lessons.  This will involve extensive background reading and often 

demands for you to ‘lead’ the discussion based on your reading or research.   

You will have to write coherently, using specialist terminology.  There is no 

room for poor grammar or inadequate ideas based on poor research or 

preparation.  Your essays need to demonstrate ability to communicate 

accurately, your knowledge, understanding and judgements of texts. 

The reading and website lists are designed to help you improve your 

understanding and skills in this subject.   

INTRODUCTION 

FROM THE ENGLISH 

DEPARTMENT 



English Literature A Level at Drapers’ Academy 
 
 

USEFUL WEBSITES: 
www.websiteaddressbook.co.uk 

Free termly directory of websites relevant to teachers and students. 

 

www.the-tls.co.uk 

The UK’s leading weekly publication dedicated to reviewing new literature and the arts.  Comprehensive 

coverage of new writing and essays exploring cultural and philosophical developments. 

 

www.englishandmedia.co.uk 

Quarterly journal for students of A level English.  Provides an arena for lively debate.  Articles on how to 

approach texts, individual works analysed and essays by professionals on writing different genres and for 

various media. 

 

www.philipallan.co.uk 

Resources for students taking AS/A2 English Literature.  Contains articles, tips by examiners and interviews 

with leading literary figures and biographers. 

 

www.askoxford.com 

Various bits from the language dictionaries; changing word news and word-based interest. 

 

www.bbc.co.uk/learning 

A range of content¸ including Bitesize revision guides and links to BBC TV. 

 

www.bibliomania.com 

Study guides on a wide variety of texts. 

 

www.literaryhistory.com 

American site with a database of scholarly articles on English Literature. 

 

www.andromeda.rutgers.edu 

Web links for all genres and periods in English Literature. 

 

http://thinkers.net/ 

Links to writing and literature sites under the headings creativity, literature, Authors, Thoughts, Publishing, 

Words and Languages. 

A Level Paper 1 A Level  Paper 2 A Level CW 

Othello 

AQA Anthology: Love 

Through the Ages Pre-

1900 

The Great Gatsby 

Feminine Gospels  

The Handmaid’s Tale 

A Streetcar Named Desire 

Student choice of texts 

http://www.websiteaddressbook.co.uk/
http://www.the-tls.co.uk/
http://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/
http://www.philipallan.co.uk/
http://www.askoxford.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning
http://www.bibliomania.com/
http://www.literaryhistory.com/
http://www.andromeda.rutgers.edu/
http://thinkers.net/
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www.poetrylibrary.org.uk 

UK’s most comprehensive and accessible collection of contemporary poetry. 

 

www.towerpoetry.org.uk 

Online poetry magazine providing a mix of news, reviews and comment. 

www.wwar1.blogspot.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/medals.asp 

www.ww1cemetries.com 

“How can I do my best in this 

course?” 
You can begin by: 

 Reading all literature; non-fiction and critical works, looking at a wide 

range of texts on ‘Love through the ages,’ learn to read critical books 

which will help you explore alternative ideas and viewpoints, particularly 

in reference to the novels or poems you will be studying. 

 Read the following in your summer break for wider reading: 

1.  Plays 

 A Doll’s House By Henrik Ibsen 

 Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

2. Novels 

 Never Let me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 

 Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates 

 The Jungle by Upton Sinclair 

 Joining a library 

 Reading such publications as E Magazine and The English Review 

 Meeting all homework and coursework deadlines 

 Attending compulsory screening of core texts  

 Responding to your teachers’ comments and advice about how to 

improve your performance in this subject 

 

Most of all enjoy exploring the variety of texts studied. 

http://www.poetrylibrary.org.uk/
http://www.towerpoetry.org.uk/
http://www.wwar1.blogspot.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/medals.asp
http://www.ww1cemetries.com/


English Literature A Level at Drapers’ Academy 
 

 

We will help you to succeed in this course and we expect you to 

reciprocate by doing your best.  If you have any problems with your 

work, do not hesitate to see Mrs Haq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


